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Introduction: PREPARING forIABEZ MIRACLE

You couldallthem God's fingerprints. Suddenly you're seeialy dver your life. Unexplainable
encounters. Little miracles. Big answers teesjogses that only recently you wouldn't hénee had t
courage to utter. Everywhere you're seeingguipesj telltale signs, and unforgettablénhptoofs
a divine hand has touched your life.

It's as if God bent down, heard you pleadingefoingoimprobable, and exclaimed, "I've been
waitindo hear you ask for that!" And things haveth'¢ [sa@ne since.

Welcome to "life after Jabez." If you've begnhisasymple prayer (perhaps motivated to do so
by my bookhe Prayer of Jabgny know what I'm talking about. You probatiyneaiabez
stories of your own that you like to sharendghBut now, having embarked on one of the most
promising periods in your life, you don't wesitaoninute of it. You want to grow strongereand m
effective in your new spiritual adventures.allogiwivant to experience the miracle in a more
personal way every day.

This volume&he Prayer of Jabez Devotigndgsigned especially with yoyoamdiracle in mind.
Every page is intended to help you make ahlifgtomigbeginning each day with the expectation of
seeing and participating in the supernaturabdvitiio®ll find personal mentoring and daily
encouragement as you travel farther into yeyiojouiracles.

Even if you don't have a clue what all thisiedkle§ is abotihe Prayer of Jabez Devotisnal
for you too. Why? In the pages that follawgdiitenyou to a man named Jabez and his bold
approach to prayer. I'll help you see, pertihpdifst time, the extraordinary dimensions of wha
God wants for you. You can start today to rthadbléssed life.

If you haven't looked at Jabez's story yetmiakeeato do so. You'll find it in 1 Chronicles 4
buried among some of the most intimidatingkndufriamteresting-chapters in the Bible. The first
nine chapters of this history book are madengaloigies. The writer is tracing the offisial Jewi
family tree from Adam through thousands oftliegreetent, about 500 B.C. That endeavor makes
for hundreds of names-most of them unfamiiiic@htbgronounce.

In mid-litany, the chronicler stops. One nanvesdspecial comment. The briefest of
biographies unfolds. In just two verses - 9wadeldn everything the Bible has to say about thi
man, Jabez:

Now Jabez was more honorable than his brottressnatioer called his name Jabez, saying, "Because

bore him in paihd Jabez called on the God of Israel sayititgt"®by would bless me indeed, and

enlarge my territory, that Your hand wouldnbe, \&itld that You would keep me from evil thadtl may
cause pain!" So God granted him what He requested

There it is, the story of a man who starteth@stmathing but gloomy prospects, cried out a
simple prayer, and ended up a man of honogres tiéed.

Why is this minibiography so compelling? Forgome dabez's story we find a record of his
personal transformation. We see beginninganddeihel. We even learn why and how his radical
turnaround happened.

If Jabez were around today he'd be quick uathell ks little prayer holds no special powers or
magical words. But he would also tell yowthatahtyto step into God's greater purpose for your
life-no matter how unpromising your circumsiginiceés mght now-and you want to seize God's
extravagant best for you with all your heantdeawadmvill, then you're just a prayer away.

Personal change begins for each of us whenuve cBpd farhat God wants forviash open
hands and expectant hearts. We make our balcanelquest before our loving Father. Miracles
begin here too. And from my own life | cancasuaie they will continue as long as you veit befo
Him with courage and childlike trust.

As you come before the Lord expectantly eachpday tmHim in both desperation and trust, your
own story will change. You'll see new begimthiteys apportunities. You'll think new thoughts. The
course of your life will shift.
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To help you get the most out of this excitingrsgaso life, | highly recommend that you make
daily use gdurnaling your thoughitsu'll quickly discover that a written redwig will keep your
heart and mind awake to what God is doingaarahgiar every day. The benefits of this discipline
are hard to overstate. Without a written rgeardwvalk with God, the cries of your hearagan rem
unspoken, the evidences of your transformaitonenedi, the proof of God's amazing answers
unnoticed. And that would be a terrible waste!

Remember that you are in full pursuit of biesse@bd who can "do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according wethin@oworks in us" (Ephesians 3:20). Tohdim be t
glory!

May the Lord guide and strengthen you as yowaralkvith Him-and blessngtaed!

Bruce Wilkensadkuthor of the The Prayer of Jabez
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wat jy elke dag bid. Daar is ook ‘n bladsy op dieikerkant
waarop jy neerskryf (journaal hou) van hoe God verloor.
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Dag 1 op Saterdag 28 Junie 2008 -

“O LORD, BLESS

ME INDEED!”

THE FAVOBf theFATHER —

"Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entaredthe heart of man the
things which God has prepared for those who love Hi
| CORINTHIANS 2:9

| remember the evening my son David asked tess$anga Our family was sitting in our livitglkimgm
quietly. | had just noticed that David, whomsashtwe at the time, hadn't said much for &hehilee
spoke up. "Dad, | want to ask you a questyon. b\is me?" His mom and sister stared adidrh. ie
request seemed to drop out of the blue.

"David, you know | do bless you," | said.

"No, Dad. | want youetdlybless me." Then he stood up, walked to the aimecediwas seated, and
knelt in front of me. Then he waited, head Bbastdeven looking up.

Do you know what flooded through my heartosmhémd®? m
| felt a tremendous desire to bestow on himssikelky good thing! Here was my own child twaytifeeg
telling me by word and action that what he wantegsrwhat only I, his father, could give him.

| put my hands on David's shoulders and spmetedl torayed for his mind and health and iaberest
skills, for his friendships and his work, fimigtig,rfor his dreams for the future, foraevefyhs life. In
Jesus' name, | poured blessing after blessinignugord | didn't stop until | was certainrtbibhigvas
blessed, but that he &#tiblessed!

I'm sure you know why I'm telling you thisiWakiilgstory. Living the Jabez miracle atartsmient
just like the one I've described. You are kaéetmgour Father. There's something you nethihggou
long for with all your heart. You can't mak, igrdind it anywhere else. Only your Ithéng&abestow
it upon you-His divine blessing. And His hesilbisiog right now with an intense desirg to ge

Jabez would never have considered coming ta Bledd$inmg without understanding something essenti
about the God of Israel. ThisM@uddo bless His peaople.

What about you? Do you feel that He wantsytoubteshiat He doesn't? You might be thinkiog,
convinced that God wants to bless me. | ddwetharked it. And I'm not really sure Heboatene

Today | want you to hear what God says abdute-is na
Then | invite you to let go of your misconadptivhsim and accept as true what He says aladfut Him

When Moses asked God to show him more abouGdiingalfe him this revealing self-portrait; "The
LORD, the LORD God, merciful and graciouserioggsufti abounding in goodness and truth" (Exodus
34:6). Now consider that Moses was one of Gddsntesn the Old Testament. He spent days alone
God's presence. So | think we can be sure thétsBedhtence summed up what seemed to Him most
important to convey.

Ask yourself how your portrait of God measutbs tnoith about God. If you see God as stingy, ca
unmerciful, quick to anger, or slow to bles® fauagin a cloud of error that has left geerishpd
instead of blessed.

Friend, you don't have to let it be so a mgauteévlon can put your crippling misunderstamadliaigddo
leave it behind forever.

As you wait before Him today, remember whee keyieuHFather-giving, compassionate, ahd faithfu
And what fills His heart right now is a degpt@opgimr out His favor on your life. Will ydetoreeHim
and ask for His blessing?

MyJABEZ JOURNAWNhat is my portrait of God? Which of God'sipesttitaltes do my actions prove are the
most important to me? Which are the least important
Faith is a living, daring confidence in Godsagace,and certain that the believer wouldsdiftken it a thousand
times. This knowledge of and confidence in Godsgges men glad and bold and happy in dedling @aitd with all
creatureMARTIN LUTHER
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Dag 2 op Sondag 29 Junie 2008

THE ROYAL LIFE
The Spirit Himself bears witness with ouaspietate children of God, and if childrenirghbaiteeof God

and joint heirs with Christ.
ROMANS:16-17

Have you ever said "Our Father ...” on Sundggnhtre rest of the week living like an titphan?
a common selfdeception. We say we believe sdahegthpngve by our actions that we don't. Even
though we're sons and daughters of the Kingyaredearthrough our days like homeless waifs.

| remember reading about Connor O'Reilly, sspgeshitean in the last century, whose dream
of emigrating to America came true when a glatltbybought him passage on an ocean liner.
Even though he had a ticket to board, O'Reitily wasied about not being able to afford meals
during the voyage. So he planned ahead. Thbadagidte he used his few shillings to buy loaves
of bread, then stuffed them into his tattease suitc

For the week the ship was at sea, O'Reillyy rdpalppleared into his berth to eat. He ate
secretly for fear that other poor passengemsiwbuidto share-and he barely had enough for one.
While well-to-do passengers were enjoyingitins fkelecin the ship's dining room, he would stand
outside, casting longing stares through the.windows

The evening before the ship was to dock in Newn¥iorksked O'Reilly to join him for the
evening meal.

"Ah, many thanks to you," said Connor. "Baavdariy money."

"What are you talking about?" the other passzaigesd
"Your ticket to board was also your tickehip'stairsng room. You've had three lovelydagals a
already paid for since you left home!"

Poor O'Reilly. He spent a week eating stale heredte veould have been feasting in the
company of his fellow passengers. The blessiagfeaddr there waiting for him.

Yesterday we looked at how much God wantsus) Hissshildren. Today | want you to realize
how much is rightfully yours...if you will 8aimainy Christians | meet are like O'Raiigt-they
on stale bread because they think they're sessoaitiz#ns instead of royal heirs. Many €hristian
simply don't know that something is missinfpaBtiisawaiting, and it has their names written al
over it.

Ask yourselow much of the free buffet of Gods blessintastad®Mou might respond with an
overwhelming sense of gratitude for what Hg is gour life. Or your answer might leave you
feeling dismayed, even a little ch8at@dch meant to be miryet so little tasted!

Now you know the truth about your ticket. | QiRpdlsemight have heard the truth about his
ticket, but chose not to believe it. Maybe islefitf that such a feast could actually Ime his ke
eating crumbs in his closet.

Are you tired of stale bread? The great netvgas tizan come inside to the feast. You don't
have to be more special, more chosen, or moréopnoake it your own. The Bible says, "The
Lord's blessing is our greatest wealth. Alk@ddsarothing to it!" (Proverbs TQRB?,

Our life passage-feast included-has alreadyidb&mmbyahe love of God in the life of His Son
Jesus. And He wants you to know and expergnaeddist provision as a normal part of your life.

MyJABEZ JOURNAIGod, please help me see what a lavish feadtlessihgs would really look like
in my life, and how it would change me forrydur glo

God never made a promise that was too goageto be tr
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DWIGHT.MOODY
Dag 3 op Maandag 30 Junie 2008

HOLY ASKERS

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, antl fyod; Wnock, and it will be opened to yowverifone who
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, andho kinocks it will be opened"
MATTHEW:7-8

To bless means to give favor. Give pleasutea@imess. Bring success. So the man who wants,
like Jabez, to be "more honorable than his"bdodger$ say, "Please, God, don't bless them."
Instead he prays, "Whatever You do, Lord, gésase bhnd bless me a lot!"

We've seen how much our Father longs to blesfiow, @mpletely His rich stores of favor are
available to us. But to fully receive thesg®lesdinone thing remains. Think of it astthth&ey
storehouseemust ask:ve posed a simple question to tens of thotipangieo
"Did you ask God to bless you today?" Onlyeaboattamdred say yes. We ask God to bless the
food. Why don't we ask Him to bless us?

Many tell me, "l don't understand why | have tiguaskthat | already received all thel spiritua
blessings | was going to get when | got savedeftvioadsk for?" It's true that some blesgiegs
to us automatically. Theologically speakinge weeome a child of God, over thirty things happen
in heaven: We are forgiven. We become childcenéé @ceive the Holy Spirit. We are granted
eternal life. And more. God completes thesé tspi#actions at the point of salvation-aad they'
actuaPaul was speaking of these blessings wherhbeEaihd$ians that they had been blessed "in
the heavenly realms with every spiritual leSkimg'i (Ephesians 1:3).

But blessings come in halves. What happensfonae@itthistian is the other half, and these are
nearly afiotentidblessings. In other words, God wantsvamHis greater blessings enough to take
the initiative-tskfor them-or I'll miss out. It's a golden thteadghhrough Scripture, starting in
Eden. God puts His best in front of us, thes taskbaose it. "You don't have because you don't
ask," James chided. "Ask," Jesus promiseavilldrelgiven you." It's a life-changing realizatio
truly blessed life can be mibatl have to ask.

I've watched this realization sweep across hoihthaees. I've seen anticipation, excitement,
and relief. To these believers, a new levelenot@xsaddenly seems not only possible but also
realistic. But on many faces I've seen sadnegsgetinilVhy? These people are thinking about the
wasted years. They feel that they've been aheaséetio They suddenly grasp the fact that, as a
result of their own ingorance or inaction piey'stick on the sidelines of God's big pmn.for t

How do you feel right now? Have you've missegariviog what is rightfully yours? To get a
sense of how much you've missed, simply adkBwuingdie past thirty days, how many times have |
asked God specifically to blessyfoe? answer should show you what proportioa t#vdiviyou've
either missed or received. Why? Because iftyaskdigiou didn't receive that which comes only in
response to asking.

Change your life today by asking ... and askinG@djas scanning the planet today for Holy
Askers. He wants to give you your larger destiaytsHo fill the holes in your aching Haett. In
He loves you so much that every blessing He mavesnalized to your need to be blessed in a
particular place in your life. But your Fatheusfohimself on you (do you like people who push
themselves on you?). He's full of grace. Hewtnteygide what you really want.

In His eyes, the very act of asking moves yan-trbthemill to "more honorable." | believe His
eyes fall on you today with sreat delight patiantitt was true for Jabez. It's tf@d f@ysking
is the prelude to a lifestyle of miracles.

MY JABEZ JOURNAAIhat are the main reasons | don't ask GodléssiAgst



Bladsy 6 van 20 30 Dae Jabes Gebed

Asking is the beginning of receiving. Make slargtyguto the ocean with a teaspoon. Akéeaditeket so the
kids won't laugh at you.

Dag 4 op Dinsdag 1 Julie 2008

GOD LOVES NOBODIES

For you see your calling, brethren, that notsaacgavding to the flesh, not many mightpynubivie are
called But God has chosen the fOolish thingsdtitteput to shame the wise, and God hashehoserk
thing; of the world to put to shame the thimgrevhighty; and the base things of the wibrédtlaimgis which

are despised God has chosen, and the thingsewloiHi@bring to nothing the thing; that are.
1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-28

Have you noticed that Jesus was unusually &itrzedete who had emptiness in their lives? And
not just sometimes, but often. Losers andherséck,dnd the lame, the weak and the hungry-these
were the ones He came for and whose needs kiesmeterE the ones He chose as His disciples.

When you think about it, you realize that JaldZtdieve made it. Into the record books, |
mean. He began life as one of Israel's celddoidsndNo fortune. No social standing. No special
talents. No promising future.

You'd expect the mention of Jabez, then, torméhdusack pages ofJewish history, along with
Ezer, Koz, and Anub (and his other kin menlyangehseing in 1 Chronicles). Yet we
see that Jabez's life ended up with signifitc@iroent, and honor.

The truth is, God loves nobodies!

Have you ever heard of Agnes Bojaxhiu? She mieiercoliege, married, or owned a car.
Instead, she spent her life caring for the,dfa@veick, and the dying on the streets o&,Calcutt
always insisting that her vocation was noiskcialtwto belong to Jesus.”

You know her as Mother Teresa, Nobel Prizendifougrder of the Missionaries of Charity. Her
stooped frame and wrinkled, joyful face becasheheneventieth century's most recognizable
symbols of faith in action. Today, the ordeamsleel frares annually for five hundred thousand
hungry families and ninety thousand lepersewvorldwid

Yet a few years before she died, a journalisteasRéthat will happen, Mother Teresa, when
you are no longer with us?" Her answer: "thegliév@od finds a person even more useless than
me, He will do even greater things through her."

Perhaps you feel uniquely unworthy of any pewabfbkessing. You go through your days
feeling vulnerable and weak (although you'vg leainel to fake it pretty well). And yoedo to b
wonderindVill | ever get it together?

Let me gently clear up your confusion. Theatiaweuestion is "No." (Same answer for every
other human, by the way.) But God has big hlaptess” servants.

Take a moment to grasp this amazing truth: degsadtad to you! He loves to be needed by
people like you and me who are absolutely cofvacesvn inadequacies, people who know that
without His unmerited generosity toward usdwee andlhave nothing.

Have you been letting an exaggerated sensewhyioabilities or status keep you from the
blessed life? Yoanchange and leave that prideful trap behindy Thet Wieat you are so keenly
aware of your weaknesses and limitations makesstaqaromising candidate for God's best.

From the dawn of time, your Father has knowngwedayou. He's not waiting today for you to
get it together. He's waiting for you to comevith ldpen, empty hands.

MY JABEZ JOURNALord, thank You that You have big plans falydikelmoe! Now! beg You to pour
Your extraordinary favor on me today. Bringrtd thg fsmall thing" You want to bless ifi my life.

Wecan do no great things; only small things witvgrea
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MOTHER TERESA
If you think you are too small to be efficthaye/oever been in bed with a mosquito.
BETTY REESE
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Dag 5 op Woensdag 2 Julie 2008

WHAT'$h aNAME?

Youshall be called by a new name, which the rheut@&D will name.
ISAIAH 62:2

Jabez's mother must have done a lot of thibgs wiedin it came to picking a name for her baby
boy, surely she erred.

We read, "His mother had named him Jabez| smyiadyifth to him in pain™ (1 Chronicles 4:9,
NIV). In Hebredabezmeangain.Not only did his name sound gloomy; everyonhesxelad i
doom. For Jewish children, a name was takesphesy f the person's temperament and destiny.
From childhood on, Jabez would be a prisoneRefpeitable, wouldn't you agree?

Yet what is most memorable about this manisotifetiere he started or what he had to
overcome, but where he ended up. Even thougbdhim gtain, he didn't let his experience or his
prospects keep him from reaching, with Godt favother kind of life. Perhaps God hadtused tha
pain, as He so often does, to nudge Jabez Imtg teaGod for more. Blaise Pascal, a French
Christian who experienced much physical analetmzatioa, finally concluded that it had been
God's gift to him. He wrote, "Pain was therndvegitenate violence necessary to produce my
liberty."

Take a few moments to ask yourself what namme pot drayour life. Have you stamped your
heritage or your record thus far with some $evidrgylabel like "Disappointment,” "Not Very
Smart,"” "Unwanted,"” or "Failure"? If so, Jabekassparticular meaning for you.

Now ask yourseifhat desirable options have | never seriousgrezbssnply because they
didn't match with my negative name?

God had more in store for Jabez than pain, eesl fdeybu as well. He won't ask you to ignore
or deny a difficult past or a limiting circuntaht=ll never define you by it.

Your Father's name for you isn't Pain or anyrgutthswy

- "CHOSENJ0oh5:19NW)

- "MINE{Psalm 50:10-12)

- "BELOY ED@Deuteronondg: 12)

"SOUGHT AFTHR4Eialb2: 12NIV)ye "FRIENJames 2:23)

You remember a fisherman named Simon. Heetsftdhisliow Jesus. If any disciple could be
counted on to get it wrong the first time, itneas Bt one day Jesus looked at him and said,
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah ....u tiedit you areeter'(Matthew 16: 17-18, NIV,
emphasis mine). That new name noeidnd along with his new name, Jesus gave Pger a lar
and important destiny in God's kingdom. Yowantoi way something to you today that will
change your life. A word is on the tip of Hisltosgour new name.

MyJABEZ JOURNAILord, what labels or attitidase | attachéalme or my life that might be limiting
what You want to give me, who You want to noakehaieY ou want to do through me? Please show me.
"See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springgoupnatoperceive it?"
ISAIAH 43:19, NIV
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Dag 6 op Donderdag 3 Julie 2008

THE SECREJTABUNDANCE

Trust in theORDand do good; Dwell in the land, and feed otnfdisdas. Delight YOurself also in the
LORDand He shall give you the desires of your heart.

PSALM 37:3-4

Many Christians have a theology brimming watht &rdetart full of suspicion. One morning | was
showing a group of men how to use a prayefl f@dmay. own journal open on the table in front of
me, and | turned the pages to show the merethe pealymarked off as answered. There were
hundreds of them. A big guy across the tabledegrggdbbed the journal, and peered at it in
disbelief. "You don't tell me that you're supmoagdor things yant'he almost yelled.

"That is what I'm telling you," | said. "Wh@awednt you to pray for what you don't want?
Think of something you really want. God willHei\eéher say yes or He'll say no. Ihif anco
harmful for you, He'll say no. Or if He warg@ytw gin opportunity to learn something inkp®rtant,
might give it to you anyway. But He'll be dibléghyted trusted Him enough to ask."

| encourage you to bring all your requests$-gpmitianal, and material-to God in prayer. Count
on the proven fact that your Father's natbesfeattdul and generous, always seeking yéle best.
wantdo give you the desires of your heart. Witid thid-ither, you can't be too candid or specific.
He won't chide you or turn away.

Great asking always starts here-with genuiAédrust, you would ask your best friend, not the
neighborhood bully, for help. You're conviocedr@ng's motives and affection for you.erou hav
established a reason to believe that only goodenoll your request.

Once trust takes root in your heart, you ate takelyhe next, bold step into the blessed life.
think of it as Jabez's secret of plenty: Plééichvtdtlyrant you what He wants to give you.

You are like a daughter who kneels before hemdatiseopen and waiting. When her father
asks her what she wants, her reply is simgleefi'ttenking," she says, a little hesitavaht "I
lots of things but ... but what | want mastvefiallyou realigallywant to give me!"

If just the thought of such a bold and operequdstdmakes you quake, | understand. Amazing
thingswillhappen when you pray like that. But if you féad tdl loose on your head just the kind
of miserable life you dread, look again ateyalirTlake measure of His character and His love for
you. Remember His record of loyalty to youofLell gour unfounded suspicions. And tremble
instead because the supernatural life of fuffiinaniluence you've been looking for is about to
unfold!

The secret of true abundance is to want whantSdema@urage you to repeat that secret to
yourself throughout your day. Let its trutlyeegotarpriorities and change the way you think.

From my own experience and that of so manykothwre;hat will happen as you move forward
in this part of your Jabez adventure. Godeviflimis®if to you so much that your trust ih Him wil
grow by leaps and bounds. Your desires widlasengtgrin line with His will, and you wiyl identi
more and more with His values and His wongdesks farr you and His world.

And one day you will look at your life in hbplgf.diéou’ll realize that along the way you
developed a habit of abundance. Why? BecausermHis Ipless you and to bless others through
you was unleashed and unhindered in your life.

MyJABEZ JOURNAThe secret of true abundance in my lift iswbatdahdd wants. What are
two to three wonderful things God wants for me?
The purpose of all prayer is to find Godstwithake that will our prayer.
CATHERINE MARSHALL
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Dag 7 op Vrydag 4 Julie 2008

NOLIMITS

"And try Me now in thsays the. ORDof hosts, "If | will not open for you the wohdheasen and pour out
for you such blessing that there will not basaghte receive it. "
MALACHI 3:10

The next time you leaf through the Old Testakntnmtihe God you might have missed. In all those
restrictions and rebukes, try to see a caringvRasleegenerosity is continually thwartededay to
the Bible not as a book of laws but as the éicaoeny frustrated philanthropist.

Everything you want and more, I'll give to j@yandchildre®od promises the Israelites time and
again’'You will be blessed in the city and blessedumthe You will be blessed when you come in
and blessed when you go(Detliteronomy 28:3, 6). How much better cgetivagsthat?

For God, limited resources are never the preibhenig\reluctance or restraint. In fact, like
any devoted parent, God must often have tdHiessedfrfrom blessing HigdaodsuchYou never
read of God saying to Israel, "What do youlessayptBagain'?"

God doesn't keep a ledger in heaven so that Beevidess you at the expense of someone
else. You can't use up your quota of God's godaithessu can't overestimate His tenderness
toward His own.

| love a story that is told about George Mgediarnaan of prayer. It illustrates how | ¢an neve
be too greedy for God's blessings.

For some reason, Mueller needed to move taadamsiyninistry to another part of England. All
day, workmen carried Mueller's household bedwegittgs hill and down to the barge that would
take them to their new hohsehe barge was about to push off from shore titieely timat
everything was safely on board except one tigaghGesdler's favorite chair. But the captain
refused to delay his departure.

So Mueller stood on the deck and prayed aloah),gl@dse hurry and bring me my chair." The
captain, scoffing at this minister who wouldlbogidy God with such a silly request, ogdered hi
crew to untie the mooring lines.

Just then a man crested the hill, running. Heywas George Mueller's favorite chair on his
head.

This is your Father and mine! Giving-abundeshily, teeyond all your expectation-is what He
loves to do. It is His unalterable nature. Angdrékemt with you today, looking for yet another
opportunity to bestow His very best.

Is there some concern in your heart, some agmwlesire God's favor, that you've always
felt was too personal, embarrassing, or dliitm about? Take a minute to imagine how your life
would change if God answered that concerned gotoself from your Father's point of view and
imagine how much He would love to prove Higlove ttus way.

Make this the day you cast away those doubti tiatdoodness. Like any loving father, God
cares about your heart, about what mattersNotlyimg. you could ask for is too silly for His
attention. No nagging need or dream or amiddigutwaw beyond the quota of good things He is
able and willing to pass on to you. Trust HHim feslay for what you want.

And keep your eye on the crest of the hill.

MyJABEZ JOURNAE&Ince | can't possibly use up my quota of Cirksgyend favor and desire to
bless me today, what should | ask for?
If there is something to gain and nothing yodsis@dyall means ask!
W. CSTONE
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INCREASINGeYIELD

“Ask what you desire, and it shall be doneBygrthisuMy Father is glorified, that you bedruitust you will
be My disciples. "
JOHN 15:7-8

| magine that God's finger is skimming downetldirpbtory of heaven. Starting at the Atgrline af
line, column after column, He's looking for thatastends out among all His dearly loved and
redeemed people. And where does His fingerthesitstigp?

Look closely. It has stopped at yours.

Why do | believe that? Because you took stockfeforee day, perhaps not too long ago, and
said, "l want more, Lord. | wantnoroY®u because | want to do foofeu.”

The second part of Jabez's prayer is the criparhélseeader and pioneer. He looks at his
present circumstances and makes a decisioboth ic@smore than this." And he prays, '®lease,
God, enlarge my territory!" Depending on thgotraywml're reading, that weortbrymight be
translatedoasorborderin life terms, it means the limits of yourenfiwerership, or responsibility.

| think we can safely conclude that Jabez stdsimkjong about growth for growth's sake, or
more space at the expense of someone elseparisieegh easy money. Why? Because the Bible
calls him "more honorable." To qualify foriseclthgreequest and motives of Jabez would have to
be in harmony with God's purposes.

But Jabez, as a man of the soil, understoeeakignthof his land holdings would put a limit on
what he could do for God. After all, a giveaf gatzind could support only a finite number of
livestock or size of harvest. To increase hitveutpaded more opportunity.

In the same way that pleading for blessing callédl lzeholy asking in your life, asking for more
territory for God can be called holy ambittbis Kind of passion honors your Father,

Can you imagine a warehouse manager beingrupseaplibyee said, "Sir, | want to do more to
make this place really hum for the owner"? Gaagiywia mother being irritated with a child who
asks, "What can | do to help you, Mommy?"retivagawhen you ask for greater opportunity for
God, He responds with delight and favor.

Ask yourseim | asking God for more so that | can do Hior@ for

God is waiting for each of us to grab holdatéravggien for our lives-a vision that matches His
own-and plead with Him for it to come true.ofe toeitfiul for God, we need more opportunity, and
we need to see the opportunities already sgruautidinwe have continually overlooked.

No matter how often we ask God for this kimel,'0tvenman be sure that He hears our requests
with approval and with plans for abundant favor.

MyJABEZ JOURNAWNho has set the boundary lines in my life? &icaghsdthers? Me?
For reasons known only to Him, God has chodethtowgh men and women who are willing tecrifades sa

for the sake of the "thing" He has placeteetiteiio do.
ANDY STANLEY
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WHATsMy TERRITORY?
"Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, &oe thlegady white for harve3O'HN4:35

Not long ago | heard from a woman named Sharkeorsas who had started praying the Jabez
prayer. "I've been given the opportunity totavitm@gsnonbelievers and to simply help mere peopl
in distress than at any time since | first beChnstian,” she wrote. Her letter made iatlglae th

still held the same job, lived in the sameafahphgtty much went through the same daiy routine
But somehow her life had changed-so much sosigaedhoff "I need to start keeping a journal of
what is happening. | am sure even | wouldgessurpri

Shannon is reaching for new territory in &ed lB®d is answering. You might be wondering
what "territory” would mean in your case. iWeadyibu have to sign up for more work at church?
Start preaching from a street corner? Go ta Asramibavangelist? You may not sense any insight
into how to pray or what to expect.

If you are asking this question today, the sasgwgleiand startling. Your territory is the whole
world. Jesus said, "Go into all the world anhd. pte&mu don't have to worry then if youigeqray
desiring something God doesn't want. It igdHauhllthe whole world. And you need maye territo
to do it.

The men and women who have touched the wodt fireGod have begged Him for whole
countries. Travelling alone to :he Orient, rnyigsomeeer Hudson Taylor begged, "Give md India or
die!" By the time of his death fifty yearbdateissionary group he founded supported 849 worker
who had seen more than 125,000 Chinese twshfty Ediviation.

| encourage you to ask God to show you anrgritny'tha@ whole world" today. It might be your
own beautiful children. It might be a needyimpegmon neighbourhood or at work. It night be
someone from another culture-across the strabeartioer side of the globe. It might be a whole
nation.

How you reach your "whole world" is likelyticelyengque to you. Soon after Glenda, a San
Diego children's writer, starting asking Godntb lexpborders, she got a teaching job with the
Institute of Children's Literature. "God has tlessieed!" she told me. "For me, writindyéor chil
is a way of loving them with words."

Look again at the reports from Shannon and|@Geedsvo key words. For Shannon, it is
opportunityShe's still faithfully living her life in Arkbosashe's noticing new opportunities-
conversations, contacts, actions that pop upedulayg For Glenda, | see thdavekder writing
and teaching gifts are an expression of a assitalip her life-loving kids.

If you're not sure where your larger terottay,isask yourself two simple questions:

I. WHAT IS MY OVERLOOKED OPPORTUNITY?
2. WHAT IS MY ENDURING PASSION?

"Open your eyes and look at the fields!" Jederb. plHzey are ripe for harvest." Always, God
wants to begin with yowHe's not waiting for you to become someon@rdddbedin use you.
He's not waiting for you to go somewhere elBathéstknows you intimately, and Heehdg
given you strategic opportunities, passiorsss,jrardecapabilities. These are the starttfppoint
how He will touch the world through you.

MyJABEZ JOURNADpen my eyes today, Lord, to see the lar@erigealling me toward. "

weall live under the same sky, but we don't lsaweet®rizon.
KONRAD ADENAUER
Most people never run far enough on theidftestinahout they've got a second. Give yosralrgau've
got and you'll be amazed at the energy thatwtahgswVILLIAM JAMES
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ADVANCE PLANNING

For we are His workmanship, created in Chrisir b works, which God prepared beforehaadhioatd
walk in them.

EPHESIANS 2:10

More than anything else, a sense that we already haich on our plate keeps us from asking for
a larger lif&hy shoulldask God for more territtk& wondercan't keep up with my life now!

| remember the doubt written all over Gerald'sefabe was trying to convince me that this part
of the Jabez prayer wouldn't work for him.sGerdatdnd manager for one of America's largest
corporations. From dawn till dusk, he tracke his fitteen-minute segments-and every slot is
accounted for. "Bruce, | simply have no morgitiemgahything:he said.

"Sounds very promising,” | replied, much fwrikes sur
"Let's see what God can do." Then | challengesuniender his day-timer to God's care for the
next week. "Ask God to enlarge your bordé&syaddask Him to let it show up right thare on yo
schedule where you can see it!"

The next week when we met, | asked Geralddf@gdashham a twenty-five-hour day yet. He

laughed. "No, but I've had quite a week," he said.

Gerald went on to describe a personal breaKilmrowgfh. a creative application of technology
that had never occurred to him before, he haldideersignificantly multiply his effectiveness. |
addition, during the natural course of hisldapt, stambling into conversations with cowatrkers th
seemed God ordained. "I'm beginning to fesupenhatural force must be at work in my life to
arrange things according to a bigger agendal," 'helea't haweretime, but God is helping me
use my tinfferently.”

Have you ever felt that if you were to reatlgt Yexpdorders," God would have to accelerate
your already busy life?

You are not alone in that assumption. But ybireivwuhat God has entirely different ways of
enlarging your influence and impact. | can agstirat you'll see God work in at least three
surprising ways:

* You'll discover, like Gerald did, that Gwdngédl aircumstances and opportunities that are
more strategic for you. It will be as if Goddmas peur Master Scheduler.

* You won't get more hours in your days, bllicygzower more effective ways of using the
hours you're given. The Spirit will show yoo e@yse your effectiveness and leverage
your opportunities in the most ordinary momattslodvn the hall at work, a phone call to a
friend, a community event-all will become Jatianitpp to see God at work.

 You'll notice that as some of your bordersnegetadn areas, other borders will shrink.
Things that mattered before will drop off yibuligirio

Ask the Lord to take the limitations of youndticireuanstances today. Ask Him to break them
and multiply them like He did for the littl® lyaywevBesus the five loaves and two fish.

And get ready for miracles. After all, He'spapadyd an extraordinarny hffvancior you to
start on today!

MyJABEZ JOURNAWhat are the ways that I've been letting theftitierclock drown out the roar of
eternity?
Never tell a young person that anything caonet Bod may have been waiting centuries jOs ggmoesmt
enough of the impossible to do that very thing.
JOHN ANDREW HOLMES
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THE FACEFEAR

"Have | not commanded you? Be strong and afrggedaal not be afraid, nor be dismayedgRywr
God is with you wherever you go. "

JOSHUA 1:9

Have you noticed how often the subject of feaupcovhen God is preparing His people to take
more ground for Him? You'll find it in God'sationgewith Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Gideon, and
David. You'll find it, too, in Jesus' conversitidhe disciples. "Don't be afraid,” Hentoddtéme

after the resurrection. Then when he was sendofgtthturn the world upside down, He said, "l a
with you always, even to the end of the ageiv(R&ag0).

Feelings of fear and stepping across a nevgéroogjether, don't they? God spoke the words in
today's verse to Joshua at a key moment irrhes hiéxt day he would be leading the Isnaglite ar
across the Jordan. Just across that river taynised®Land, and every inch of it would bedcontest
by a superior foe. But God knew that Joshyaedaaesfaulty beliefs they were based ome were t
first enemy he would face in the campaign, a@psltperimost dangerous.

I've noticed that the fears that hinder us fi@mal@ for God are nearly always based on an
untruth-a misleading assumption about oursmlvesronmstances or God-that is keeping us from
God's best.

For example, a fear that many slip into is bastdngnof liggty performance depends on me.
My security depends on me. My success dependsven theugh our emotions are triggered by
these lies, do weallybelieve them? No. In fact, we have a lot ofadrmdmve otherwise. God's
personal promises, His trustworthiness thraggs,thad our life experiences all add umtp a stri
of undeniable trutii¢ghere God leads me, He provides. What God Hesgamgswers me to do.
And,t's a lot smarter to depend on God than tcotemend

Here's a common lie about fear that keeps mianoyiingnforward for Gadouldn't feel afraid if
| were doing what God wanted me to do. Sesifear] 5od must not be in this.

Could this kind of fear be cutting you off toeasings and influence you so deeply desire? Look
again, and you'll see the root deceptions at work:

- You're basing your conclusions on how you feel.
- You're equating unwanted feelings of feaaithea.b
- You're concluding that the presence of feaheaqlasesnce of courage or faith to proceed.

And those are all lies!

God cares today about your concerns and amxiefdterang heart, but He doesn't want those
feelings to determine what you believe, or wdwatoyouho you become. Jesus told His followers,
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Fatheem@leased to give you the Kingdom" (Ljke 12:32

Joshua would tell you that no matter whatslmgrete truth is what matters: You're not alone.
God will fight for you. And you can go ahetal oh apy fears you might have to take the new
ground God is giving you.

My JABEZ JOURNAWhat fear is stopping me today? And whatihg thagivear so much
power over me? The next time | face this fedrowtdtdo?

Don't be afraid to take a big stepakogross a chasm in two small jumps.
DAVID LLOYD GEORGE

For God has not given us a spirit of fearplugrafnm of love and of a sound mind
2 TIMOTHY 1:7
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COMFORT ZONES

"Now therefore, give me this mountain of whidiRPspoke in that day; for you heard in that dag how th
Anakim were there, and that the cities weredfedifi@d ilt may be tha @&Dwill be with me, and | shall

be able to drive them out ad @RDsaid" And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebieb theCson
ofJephunnedsan inheritance.

JOSHUA 14:12-13

When | ask Christians in North America whag¢ madghing them back from asking God for more
ministry, | hear a recurring, continent-sizad"ié&sell God I'll do anything for Him, geratiyw
they say, "I know He'll sendamifrica! | just don't think | could handle tinefatiscand the
dangers there."

That onsvord-Africa-seetosstand for the most terrifying fate they agind,iand the very
fate their "loving" God will likely bestow ohtlibgngive Him the least opportunity. (Interestingly
when | ask the same question to audiences itméfrive their own big reason for holding out on
God -New York! "Why, it's so dangerous thezgtldimay)

Does this line of thinking sound familiar@Ufremagrmal. We're all wary of getting out of our
comfort zones. Inside our hearts lives a fibdiidlachlways wants to keep things safe.

That's why | love the story of Caleb. In taday'se/e addressing his old friend and comrade-in-
arms, Joshua. They've faced a lot of hardskiyes sogee leaving Egypt. Forty-five years earlier
they were among the group of commandos Mosappenit the land-and the only two who trusted
that God would help Israel win the Promisedalratéagrmous odds. Now, both men are in their
eighties, most of Canaan has been conqueredeasd)Gshua is busy parceling out real estate to
the clans of Israel.

But Caleb still wants the land promised him $joMioisebravery as a spy and because "he
wholly followed the LORD" (Joshua 14:9). énifiéends to get it for himself and his famify even
he has to fight for it. Which is exactly whatsh&fige receiving Joshua's blessing, Caleb leads
successful assaults on the mountain strongkbldofald another city as well. At eighty-five! No
wonder this man rates as one of the greatestiwésrael's history.

Caleb reminds me of an important truth abottzoassibryou want to claim God's best for you,
don't plan on spending too much time in yoticpreehzone.

Have you noticed that comfort zones are alZyy fthat | mean you move from a smaller
comfort zone to a larger one. Your next comisrtazger still. In each new zone, you fael¢he s
amount of safety or threat, but your zone has grown

In the process of taking more territory ie,ypou kill always move through predictable cycles
of comfort, discomfort, and comfort again:

» Comfort-You have feelings of rest and segorttp@sipy your territory. With God's help,
you see a mountain to take.

» Discomfort-You have feelings of fear, beihglmeztwand wanting to retreat from the
new challenge. Yet with God's help, you "tajed' eandatake the mountain.

» Comfort-You have feelings of exhilarationfajtieaéad thankfulness ... and a return to
rest.

You've seen this cycle played out as you'vehigrogin different levels of athletic, social, or
professional accomplishment. Perhaps you'veraisansgour ministry growth-for example, you
started working in the church nursery, thenpgouirmgunior church, and now you lead a
rambunctious class of twelveyear-olds and jowareserof it. At each stage, you moved through
discomfort to comfort-and became a prime dandigat@mfort again in a place of greater service.

Where do you think you might be in the cormfofbidisycle? What does that tell you about
where God might be leading you next?

Countless Christians allow fear to stop théntrackigecause they assume that the feeling of fear
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is a red light from Gaad a feeling of courage is a green lighteriYeevel fear in following God,
we are told to "take courage.” In fact, thoshietv® greatness for God run toward the discomfort
zone because that's the primary place whereskpaahers

When you follow the Lord in ministry, God atvesyknoxking with a bigger idea. You see, He
wants all His sons and daughters to be Caleteaes! And one day God's idea for you will be so
big that going to Africa or to New York wike@esh dnother amazing opportunity for yah to wat
Him keep His promises.

MyJABEZ JOURNAIULord, what mountain do You want me to askifinamé today?"
A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not whateshipilt for.
WILLIAM SHEDD
They that wait upon the LORD shall renew tigéh; strey shall mount up with wings as eagkslthen,
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and. not fain
ISAIAH 40:31, KJV



Bladsy 17 van 20 30 Dae Jabes Gebed

Dag 13 op Donderdag 10 Julie 2008

JABEZ APPOINTMENTS

Always be ready to give a defense to everyosiswba a reason for the hope that is in ymeekiiess and
fear.
1 PETER 3:15

It was just another day on a Missouri highwieff istéitted to pray. What he prayed for on this
particular day was larger borders. What he ihddanasmo become God's man in the coming year
on his production team at the assembly plaGod\Heat in mind was a hitchhiker beside the road.

"l can't say | usually pick up hitchhikers, Brucéd’ me later. "But | had just asked God to
expand my territory. There | was driving naptrsckidenly out of the corner of my eye, kanoticed
guy who needed a ride."

Just in case the man beside the road was hiappaietment, Jeff pulled over, and the
hitchhiker jumped in. As Jeff pulled back dnthwag, his passenger said something Jeff will
always remember.

"I'm not a prayin' man," the hitchhiker beigbfigtbed that only a Christian would stop for me
so | asked God for help."

Lord, You're amazidgff nearly shouted to himself. Now he wasthzdrtagn hadn't missed his
appointment with a miracle. And he was rigatthRefuext gas station, Jeffhad led his new
acquaintance into a personal, saving encou@tansuith

"Now when | ask God for new territory," séyaskefibr better eyes to see it coming-and better
peripheral vision too!"

One of the most exciting aspects of pursuingeSsidgs is learning to see what He is doing
around you at all times. Jesus said, "My Rleersisit his work™ (John 5: 17, NIV). Alwggs. Are
prepared for that today? Watching for it? Denyowoemwhat to look for?

You can begin today to see God "at His woekg filerdey breakthrough realizations that have
helped me see and keep my appointments for God:

1.Everyone has a needesus was moved by compassion as He lookedsatg®d
Because He could see into the hearts of everyaperste knew that He had what they
most needed. By the power of the Holy SpBfirisesirepresentative in my needy corner of
the world. Every person | meet today is an enaotimgeto happen.

2. God wants to use me nolihe problem is never God's ability to meethaauggdnhe; it's

my willingness to be used by Him. Isaiah heaxbiGodisking, "Whom shall | send, and
who will go for Us?" (Isaiah 6:8). Even thaigivdsdieenly aware of his shortcomings, he
responded immediately: "Here am I! Send me" (v. 8).

God is always looking for people who are wid®raavakéne appointment. If | could
glance at God's schedule planner for how Hetintg@selsme, | would see that my
appointment is nearly alwigi$ now!
3.God's schedule for me is full of surpriddsave what | call "left field days" on a regular
basis-those are the days when God's plan foesniéyicaout of left field and takes me by
surprise. As Jeff realized, it takes periplmras/imuch as looking straight ahead. "Never
make the blunder of trying to forecast the viegdbagl to answer your prayers,” advised
Oswald Chambers.

In the first half of Acts, when the ways ofyti8pikioseem so surprising to Jesus'
disciples, they had to learn over and oveattyberranything. Heal a lame man? Preach to
thousands? Jump in a chariot with an Ethiopiank \Eitlh a Gentile seeker? Yes! It's all in
a day's work in this awesome adventure of befrgquis movement on earth.

4. The problem isn't the needs of others or the desiadility of God to meet those
needs, but my readined&hat's why | routinely pray, "Lord, let metséeunkant to do in
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me and through me today! Don't let me mis$vié' ldached that "my Father is always at
His work" right where | am-in an airport,ee ahugdf in a hallway at work, in my front yard,
in an elevator ....
5. Therefore, it's always right to @4ow can | help you?" | call this my Jabez.dbestion
often, the words seem small, plain, and weakl. (¥&sGhis simple question over and over
to initiate an encounter. Try it. When you aséna 'fhéow can | help you?" your Jabez
appointment will look at you, perhaps with pasee@upuzzlement, then proceed to reveal
exactly why God has brought you together.

Today, Your Father is at work. And if you opgas/and your mouth for Him today, you'll meet

a miracle with your name written all over it.

My JABEZ JOURNADN what occasion in my past have Ifelt mositsunead keeping an
appointment with someone for God? What dichf@ogdlione? What can 1 learn from it?
“I have come into this world, that those wheegonmay see. "
JOHMNB:39
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THE SIMPLE TRUTH

For | know the thoughts that | think towargythug @R Dthoughts of peace and not of evil to give you a
future and a hope.
JEREMIAH 29:11

Life change takes place when you change hak.ybwtiiis wasted in our lives if we dotdt put it
work to accomplish what God wants. Jesus pfgoussdall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free" (John 8:32). Yet most of us degiomgrs at experiencing God's blessings
because we haven't let the truth set us freggingabat we think and do.

| hope you are looking at the boundary line$ifefgiai thinking in new ways.

Here's one simple truth that can change yo@Gadmaayts you to urgently desire a larger lift with
more opportunities to serve Him.

Here's another simple tNdhmatter how much God wants to expand yoyr Herstdl waits for you
to sincerely want it and plead for it.

So urgently ask! Ask Him for a Jabez familyrorafglenanore blessed, more influential-to the
utter shock of everyone around you! Ask Him lboismess contacts, more accounts, higher profits,
greater respect and influence in your profassi@and more opportunities for you to ask, "How
may | help you?"

You see, God wants to flood your life with.minaakeisacles will be entirely by His power, but t
make this life happen, you have to do something.

Consider what God said to His people aboutywailthbave to do to claim the Promised

Land:

* To Abraham, He sdits already youtsut you have to start a journey away from the
comfortable and known, and toward the new amal.'Unkno

» To Moses, He sdlitk already youlsyt you have to step up to leadership, service, and
ministry."

» To Joshua, He sditk already yousjt you have to fight for it."

» To the people upon entering the Promised lsandl, It$ealready youlsjt you have to
follow Me in patient trust and wholeheartecceBedien

» To the people after they took poss#ssiaiready youlsjt you must believe and act upon
the truth to keep it."

Is God saying any of these things to you todbg8 &bdge sphere of influence ready for you,
but you must act upon truths you already kkewt, torta will never be yours.

An acquaintance of mine took his teenage somnfaifather-son vacation to Victoria Falls in
Zimbabwe, Africa. Peter thought that he and#drorake a memory of a lifetime together hiking
around the world's mightiest waterfall. Buiegrtadtiseen the falls, what caught the teenager's
attention was the opportunity to jump off tistbigtspan Victoria Falls Bridge ... attaahed to
bungee cord.

"Nowthatwould make a memory, Dad!" Aaron pléadettuth is, | won't even get a scratch.
And | have the money!"

I'm not sure what | would have done, but Peidatigrea careful inspection of the
equipment and reassurances from the operatoesctirdt wouldn't break even if Aaron were
an elephant. Aaron paid his money, got strappkduned himself headfirst off the bridge.

Aaron screamed. Peter nearly had a heart dtthekcddd held. And Aaron had so much
fun that he took a second jump.

Do you trust God enough to let the truth chamgg Yl think and act? When Jabez
prayed to the God of Israel, he was wholehmstiediyis future on the simple truth of God's
extravagant goodness. And God gave him a hlifge, new
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I'm not asking you to be foolish, just outrageyastyy confident in your God. He wants
you to know the truth about His plans for yddytpldasfor you are only good. What | wanisfor you
greater than anything you've seen so far. Aardtyast e completely!

MyJABEZ JOURNAILI trusted God completely for my future ke/featuls | take for Him today?

Faith expects from God what is beyond all erpectati
ANDREW MURRAY



