Guidelines for Prayer: Crime

1. Spend half an hour in prayer regarding crime, in the following manner:

a. Praise and Worship (8 min)

i. Praise God for Who He is

ii. Pray according to the given Scripture prayer and also use the Scripture verses from the book of Revelation in prayer.

b. Humble yourself before God, Forgiveness (8 min)

i.  Be stil before God, focus on Him.

ii. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you if there are any known unconfessed sin in your life, confess it as sin and decide to turn away from it. 

iii. Read prayerfully through the given Scripture portions and pray them with regards to your specific situation, loved ones, city and for our country.

iv. If someone had hurt you or one of your loved ones, stole things from them or caused them emotional or physical damage or pain; choose to forgive, call it by name, write it down on the piece of paper given. 

v. Set the person free in your heart and mind.  Leave the matter at the cross of Christ. Choose to bless your enemies. 

vi. Accept God’s healing and that He has set you free.

vii. Put your note in the box given as a declaration that this matter is being dealt with.

c. Remind God of His Promises (7 min)

i. Pray the given Scripture portions.Let us trust God with an unwavering perserverance that He will make His promises true!

d. Resist the evil one (7 min)

i. Pray from the Scripture portions given.

2. Invite others to take part in this.
a. Praise and Worship (8 min)

To You, o LORD, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, belongs all praise and worship! You ar the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from You. For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. (2 Cor. 1:3-5) Now we pray to You, o Lord, that none of the believers will do anything wrong. (2 Cor 13:7)  We pray for the spiritual maturity of all believers. (2 Cor. 13:9)  We pray that Christ may be formed in all. (Gal. 4:19) 

Rev. 1:4-8 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."

Rev. 4:8-11 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."
Rev. 7:9-11 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."  All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God
Rev. 11:15-19 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever." And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign.  The nations were angry; and your wrath has come.  The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great— and for destroying those who destroy the earth." Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm.

Rev. 12:10-12 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.  They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!  But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you!  He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short."
Rev. 15:3-4 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.  Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed."
Rev. 19:1-8 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments.  He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.  He has avenged on her the blood of his servants." And again they shouted: "Hallelujah!  The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!"  Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!"  Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)

Rev. 22:16-17,20  "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.  He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
b.
Humble yourself before God, forgiveness 


(8 min)

Proverbs 19:11

A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.

Matthew 5:23-24


Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

Matthew 5:44


But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

Matthew 6:12, 14-15


Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors… For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Matthew 18:21-22


Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

John 20:23


If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.

Romans 12:14,21


Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse…. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Ephesians 4:31-32


Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Colossians 3:12-13


Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

James 2:13


because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!
c.
Remind God of His Promises (7 min)

Psalm 34:8


Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.

Psalm 91:7-8


A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.

Psalm 91:9-13


If you make the Most High your dwelling— even the LORD, who is my refuge- then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent.

Matthew 6:13


And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

Matthew 16:18-19


And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 28:18-20


Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

John 17: 15-16


My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.

Acts 26:17-18


I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'

Romans 8:31, 37-39


What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? …No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 10:3-6

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.

Ephesians 6:10-17

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Colossians 1:13

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves

Colossians 2:14-15

having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

2 Thessalonians 3:3

But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

2 Timothy 4:18

The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Hebrews 2:14-15

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

James 4:7-8

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

1 Peter 5:8-9

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

1 John 3:8

He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

1 John 5:18

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.

Revelation 2:10

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

d.  Resist the evil one (7 min)

To resist the evil one
It was Your eternal purpose, which You accomplished in Jesus Christ our Lord, that Your manifold wisdom should be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. (Eph.3:10)  We pray that You will heal the broken-hearted in our community, that You will set the captives free, give sight to the blind and that You will set free all those who are oppressed. (Luke 4:18)

 

You had given Your Son all authority in heaven and on earth, that at the Name of Jesus Christ, every knee must bow and every tongue must confess that He is Lord. (Matt.28:18-20; Phil.2:10,11)  May this happen in our community.

 

May the works of the devil be destroyed in our community, because for this purpose Your Son died. (1 Joh.3:8)  Deliver our community from the power of darkness. (Col.1:13-14)  According to Your Word, may the eyes of the unbelievers in our community be opened, so that they will turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they too might receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in You. (Luke 9:1-2; Matt.28:18-19; Acts 26:17-18)  God of peace, we pray that You will soon crush Satan under our feet. (Rom 16:20)  Thank You for giving us the armour of God, so that we can stand against the wiles of the devil as we wrestle against principalities and powers, against the rulers of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

 

We declare that greater are You that are in us than he that is in the world. (1 Joh.4:4) 

 
Deliver us from evil
 
Lord Jesus,You taught us to pray: Lead us not in to temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matt.6:13)  By Your death and resurrection You defeated all powers of evil. (Col.2:13-15)  You declared that the gates of hell will not prevail against Your Church. (Matt.16:19) We pray for deliverance from demonic oppression.  We pray for the tearing down of evil strongholds and ideologies that hinder the spreading of the knowledge of God.  We resist the plan of Satan to keep nations in darkness. (James 4:7)  We pray that You will remove the veil that covers the peoples and keep them in darkness. (Acts 26:17-18)  Your Word declared that nothing, not even principalities and powers, are able to separate us from Your love. (Rom.8:38-39)  We ask for open doors so that the gospel can enter into every nation. (Rev.3:8)  Restrain the evil that promotes violence and death.  Break the hold of slavery and tyranny.  Fill us with Your Spirit to fearlessly and faithfully preach Your Word. (Acts 1:8)  Give us Your Spirit of prayer and supplication to cry on behalf of the lost. (Zec.12:10)
 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  We proclaim to all nations: “Lift up your heads, o ye gates of the nations, and be lifted up, everlasting doors, so that the King of Glory may enter in! (Ps 24:7)
 
 
