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Day 1 on Wednesday 11 August 2010 - The Only Teacher
And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray. - Luke 11:1 
The disciples had learned to understand something of the connection between Christ's wondrous life in public and His secret life of prayer. They had been with Him and had seen Him pray. They had learned to believe in Him as a Master in the art of prayer. None could pray like Him. And so they went to Him with the request, "Lord, teach us to pray.” In later years they would tell us that there were few things more wonderful or blessed that He taught them than His lessons on prayer. 
It is still true today that disciples who see Him feel the need of repeating the same request, "Lord, teach us to pray." As we grow in the Christian life, the thought and the faith of the Beloved Master in His never failing intercession become more precious, and the hope of being like Christ in His intercession gains an attractiveness never before known. As we see Him pray and remember that there is none who can pray or teach like Him, we feel the petition of the disciples, "Lord, teach us to pray,” is just what we need. Everything He is and has is our very own. Because He Himself is our life, we should feel assured that if we ask, He will be delighted to take us into closer fellowship with Himself and teach us to pray as He prays. 
Go, my brothers! Go to the Blessed Master and ask Him to enrol your names in that school that He always keeps open for those who long to study the divine art of prayer and intercession! Yes, let us say to the Master as they did of old, "Lord, teach us to pray." As we meditate, we will find each word of our petition full of meaning. 

"Lord, teach us to pray." Yes, to pray. This is what we need to be taught. Though in its beginnings prayer is so simple that the feeblest child can pray, it is at the same time the highest and holiest work to which man can rise. Prayer is fellowship with the Unseen and Most Holy One. The powers of the eternal world have been placed at prayer's disposal. It is the very essence of true religion and the channel of all blessings. It is the secret of power and life not only for ourselves, but for others, for the church, and for the world. It is to prayer that God has given the right to take hold of Him and His strength. It is on prayer that the promises wait for their fulfilment, the kingdom waits for its coming, and the glory of God waits for its full revelation. How lazy and unfit we are for this blessed work. 
Only the Spirit of God can enable us to do it right. How speedily we are deceived into resting in a form of prayer, while the power is still missing! Our early training, the teaching of the church, the influence of habit, the stirring of the emotions - how easily these lead to prayer that has no Spiritual power and achieves little. Who wouldn't cry out for someone to teach him true prayer that takes hold of God's strength and achieves much, to which the gates of heaven are really opened wide? 
Jesus has opened a school in which He trains those of His redeemed ones who especially desire to have power in prayer. Enter it with the petition, "Lord, this is just what we need to be taught! Oh, teach us to pray!" 

"Lord, teach us to pray." Yes, us, Lord. We have read in Your Word about the power Your believing people of long ago had when they prayed and what mighty wonders were done in answer to their prayers. This took place under the old covenant, in the time of preparation. Now, in these days of fulfilment, how much more will You give Your people a sure sign of Your presence? We have heard the promises given to Your apostles of the power of prayer in Your Name and have seen how gloriously they experienced their truth. We know for certain they can become true to us, too. We hear continually, even in these days, what glorious tokens of Your power You still give to those who trust You completely. Lord, teach us to pray with power, too! The promises are for us; the powers and gifts of the heavenly world are for us. Oh, teach us to pray so that we may receive abundantly! To us, too, You have entrusted Your work. On our prayers, too, the coming of Your kingdom depends. In our prayers, too, You can glorify Your Name. "Lord, teach us to pray." We offer ourselves as learners. We want only You to teach us. 

"Lord, teach us to pray." Yes, we feel the need now of being taught to pray. At first there is no work that appears so simple; later on, none that is more difficult. And the confession is forced from us: we do not know how to pray as we should (Rom. 8:26). It is true we have God's Word with its clear and sure promises, but sin has so darkened our minds that we don't always know how to apply the Word. In Spiritual matters we do not always seek the most important things. In temporal matters we are still less able to use the wonderful liberty our Father has given us to ask for what we need. 
Even when we know what to ask for, so much is still needed to make prayer acceptable. It must be to the glory of God, in full surrender to His will, in full assurance of faith, in the name of Jesus, and with a perseverance that, if need be, refuses to be denied. All this must be learned. It can only be learned in the school of much prayer, for practice makes perfect. 
Amid the painful consciousness of ignorance and unworthiness, in the struggle between believing and doubting, the heavenly art of effective prayer is learned. There is One - the Beginner and Finisher of faith and prayer- who watches over our praying and sees to it that in all who trust Him for it, education in the school of prayer is carried on to perfection. Let the deep undertone of all our prayers be the teachableness that comes from faith in Him as a perfect Teacher, and we can be sure that we will be taught. We will learn to pray in power. Yes, we can depend on His teaching us to pray. 

"Lord, teach us to pray." No one can teach like Jesus. A pupil needs a teacher who knows his work, who has the gift of teaching, who in patience and love will descend to the pupil's needs. Blessed be God! Jesus is all this and much more. It is Jesus, praying Himself, who teaches us to pray. He knows what prayer is. He learned it amid the trials and tears of His earthly life. In heaven it is still His beloved work. (Heb 7:25  He always lives to make intercession for them.) His life there is prayer. Nothing delights Him more than to find those whom He can take with Him into the Father's presence, clothing them with power to pray down God's blessing to those around them, training them to be His fellow workers in the intercession by which the kingdom is to be revealed on earth. 
He' knows how to teach, whether it is by the urgency of felt need, by the confidence that joy inspires, by the studying of the Word, or by the testimony of another believer who knows what it is to have prayer heard. By His Holy Spirit, He has access to our hearts and teaches us to pray by showing us the sin that hinders the prayer or by giving us the assurance that we please God. He teaches by giving not only thoughts of what to ask or how to ask, but by breathing into us the very Spirit of prayer and living within us as the Great Intercessor. We can most joyfully say, "Who teaches like Him?" Jesus never taught His disciples how to preach, only how to pray. To know how to speak to God is more than knowing how to speak to man. Power with God is the first thing, not power with men. Jesus loves to teach us how to pray. 

What do you think, my beloved fellow disciples? Wouldn't it be just what we need, to ask the Master for a month to give us a course of special lessons on the art of prayer? As we meditate on the words He spoke on earth, let us yield ourselves to His teaching in the fullest confidence that with such a Teacher we will make progress. Let us take time not only to meditate, but to pray, to sit at the foot of the throne and be trained for the work of intercession. Let us do so in the assurance that despite our stammerings and fears, He is carrying on His work most beautifully. He will breathe His own life, which is all prayer, into us. As He makes us partakers of His righteousness and His life, He will make us partakers of His intercession, too. As the members of His body - as a holy priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5) - we will take part in His priestly work of praying to and getting results from God for men. Yes, even though we are unknowing and weak, let us most joyfully say, "Lord, teach us to pray!" 
Lord, teach us to pray. 
Blessed Lord, You live eternally to pray and can teach me, too, to live eternally to pray! You want me to share Your glory in heaven by sharing this unceasing prayer with You, standing as a priest in the presence of my God. 
Lord Jesus, enroll my name among those who confess that they don't know how to pray as they should, and who especially ask You for a course of teaching in prayer. Lord, teach me to be patient in Your school, so that You will have time to train me. I am ignorant of the wonderful privilege and power of prayer, of the need for the Holy Spirit to be the Spirit of prayer. Lead me to forget my thoughts of what I think I know, and make me kneel before You in true teachableness and poverty of Spirit. 
Fill me, Lord, with the confidence that with You for my Teacher, I will learn to pray. Then I will not be afraid, because my Teacher prays continuously to the Father and by His prayer, He rules the destinies of His church and the world. Unfold for me everything I need to know about the mysteries of the prayer world. When there is something I may not know, teach me to be strong in faith, giving glory to God. 
Blessed Lord, I know that You won't put that student to lame who trusts You. And with Your grace, that student won't shame you, either. Amen. 

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 1: Omtrent verhoudings met Moslems soos dié van Jesus
Bid dat wanneer Christene met Moslems in gesprek tree, hulle dit sal doen op grond van die kernopvattings van die Christelike geloof, en dit nie sal wegsteek of verklein nie. Bid dat hulle onbeskaamd Jesus Christus, die Essensie van die evangelie, sal verteenwoordig (1 Kor.2:2). Die boodskap moenie verwar word met die algemene Christendom, patriotisme, kultuur of beskawing nie. Bid dat hulle woorde en getuienis net die woorde en getuienisse vanuit die Skrif sal gebruik (Matt.12:36, Eks.20:16, Matt.7:12, Matt.22:39). Bo alles, bid dat Christene met omsigtigheid en wysheid sal getuig, maar nie sal huiwer om van elke geleentheid gebruik te maak nie (Kol.4:5, Jak.3:17-18). ’n Christen moet alle mense met agting behandel en nooit 'n gespreksgenoot aanval nie (1 Pet.3:15).

Ons bid ook vir ons Gemeente             
· Dat ons gemeente die Heerlikheid van God sal ervaar tydens eredienste en dat by elke bedieningspunt op Vrydae en Sondae, ons Sy vrede en die salwing van die Gees sal belewe; 
· Dat die Here die Woordbediening sal voorberei in die hart van die leraar en dat mense deur die Woordbediening aangeraak sal word en tot bekering kom of vernuwe en dat ons mense ‘n heilige eerbied en vrees vir God sal hê.


HOE KAN EK GEDURENDE RAMADAAN BID?
Oor die volgende paar weke kan jy, soos wat die Here jou lei, op verskillende maniere vas en bid. Sommige dae sal vyf minute al wees wat die Here van jou vra en soms sal jy miskien gelei word om vir baie langer tye te bid. Jy kan hierdie boekie gedurende jou eie gebedstye gebruik, of wanneer jy saam met ander bid. Jesus het spesiale beloftes van seën gegee vir Christene wat as 'n groep saamstem wanneer hulle bid (Matt.18:20). Gebruik jou Bybel soveel moontlik wanneer jy bid. Ons het dwarsdeur die boekie verskeie Bybelverwysings ingesluit. Dit sal goed wees om oor hierdie teksverse te dink en dit ook in jou gebede uit te spreek. Proklameer dit voor die Here. Dit sal jou geloof versterk en vir jou nuwe insigte gee wat op Sy Woord gebaseer is. 

Ons moedig jou aan om kreatiewe maniere te vind om soveel as moontlik mense by hierdie gebedsfokus te betrek: 1) Jy kan byvoorbeeld weeklikse byeenkomste reël of twee keer per week bymekaar kom oor die 30 dae periode saam met jou kerk, jou jeuggroep, selgroepe of kindergroepe, of 2) nooi bv. vriende en kennisse uit vir ‘n spesiale ete by jou huis rondom die gebedsonderwerp van die dag. 3) Jy kan ook bv. soveel moontlik uitvind oor 'n spesifieke Moslemkultuur, hulle kos, kleredrag, musiek, ens. 

RIGLYNE: Dit is beter as een persoon gekies word as die leier/fasiliteerder van die groep. (Hierdie persoon kan leiding gee en groepsgebondenheid bewerk.) Dit is altyd goed as die groep hulle gebede fokus op een onderwerp op 'n slag en nie tussen onderwerpe rondspring nie. Elke persoon moet eers ‘n bietjie wag voordat hy na ‘n ander onderwerp oorgaan om sodoende vir elke bidder ‘n kans te gee om klaar te bid oor ‘n spesifieke onderwerp (1 Kor.14:40). 

God is kreatief en Hy het ons na Sy beeld geskape. Ons kan dus nuwe idees verwag wanneer ons na Hom soek. Die Heilige Gees sal jou lei (Rom.8:26). 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]VRAAG: Jesus het gesê: “Jy moet jou naaste liefhê soos jouself.” Is my idees oor en gesindheid teenoor Moslems in lyn met hierdie opdrag?  (The 30-Days Prayer Network. Webwerf: http://www.30-days.net/).
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Day 2 on Thursday 12 August 2010 – The True Worshippers 
Please read John 4:1-30 in your Bible
 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in Spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such to worship Him. –John 4:23-24 
These words of Jesus to the woman of Samaria are of His first recorded teachings on the subject of prayer. They give us some wonderful first glimpses into the world of prayer. The Father seeks worshippers. Our worship satisfies His loving heart and is a joy to Him. He seeks true worshippers but finds much who are not the way He would like them. True worship is that which is in Spirit and truth. The Son has come to open the way for this worship in Spirit and in truth and to teach it to us. One of our first lessons in the school of prayer must be to understand what it is to pray in Spirit and in truth and to know how we can attain it. 

To the woman of Samaria our Lord spoke of a threefold worship. First there is the ignorant worship of the Samaritans: "you worship you know not what" (John 4:22). Second is the intelligent worship of the Jew, having the true knowledge of God: "we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews" (v. 22). Third is the new, Spirit worship that He Himself has come to introduce is third: “the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in Spirit and truth.” 
Among Christians, one still finds the three classes of worshipers. Some in their ignorance hardly know what they're asking for. They pray earnestly, but receive little. There are others having more correct knowledge who try to pray with all their minds and hearts. They often pray most earnestly and yet do not attain the full blessedness of worship in Spirit and truth. It is into the third class we must ask our Lord Jesus to take us. He must teach us how to worship in Spirit and truth. This alone is spiritual worship; this makes us the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. In prayer, everything will depend on our understanding and practicing worship in Spirit and truth. 
"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in Spirit and in truth." The first thought suggested here by the .faster is that there must be harmony between God and His worshippers. This is according to a principle that prevails throughout the universe: correspondence between an object and the organ to which it reveals or yields itself. The eye is receptive to light, the ear to sound. The man who truly wants to worship God - to find, know, possess, and enjoy God - must be in harmony with Him and have the capacity for receiving Him. Because God is Spirit, we must worship in Spirit. 

What does this mean? The woman had asked our Lord whether Samaria or Jerusalem was the true place of worship. He answers that henceforth worship is no longer to be limited to a certain place: "Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father”: John 4:21). God is Spirit, not bound by space or time. In His infinite perfection, He is the same always and everywhere. His worship must not be confined by place or form, but be in Spirit as God Himself is Spirit. 

This is a lesson of deep importance. How much our Christianity suffers from being confined to certain times and places! A man who seeks to pray earnestly only in the church or in the prayer closet spends the greater part of his time in a spirit entirely at variance with that in which he prayed. His worship was the work of a fixed place or hour, not of his whole being. God is a Spirit. What He is, He is always and in truth. Our worship must be the same: It must be the spirit of our lives. 

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and truth." The second thought that comes to us is that this worship in the spirit must come from God Himself. Because God is Spirit, He alone has Spirit to give. He sent His Son to fit us for such spiritual worship by giving us the Holy Spirit. It is of His own work that Jesus speaks when He said twice, "The hour is coming" (vv. 21, 23), and then adds, "and now is" (v. 23). 
Jesus came to baptize with the Holy Spirit, which could not stream forth until He was glorified (John 1:33; 7:37-38; 16:7). When Jesus had made an end of sin, He entered into the Holiest of all with His blood. There on our behalf He received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33) and sent Him down to us as the Spirit of the Father. It was when Christ had redeemed us and we had received the position of children that the Father sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts to cry, "Abba, Father" (Gal. 4:6). The worship in Spirit is the worship of the Father in the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Sonship . 
This is the reason why Jesus uses the name of Father here. We never find one of the Old Testament saints personally appropriating the name of child or calling God his Father. The worship of the Father is only possible for those to whom the spirit of the Son has been given. The worship in Spirit is only possible for those to whom the Son has revealed the Father and who have received the Spirit of Sonship. It is only Christ who opens the way and teaches the worship in Spirit. 

Worship in Spirit and in truth. In truth does not only mean in sincerity. Nor does it only signify accordance with the truth of God's Word. The expression is one of deep and divine meaning. Jesus is "the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). "The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (v. 17). Jesus said, "1 am the ... truth, and the life" (John 14:6). The Old Testament was all shadow and promise. Jesus brought and gives the reality, the substance of things hoped for. In Him the blessings and powers of the eternal life are our actual possession and experience. 
Jesus is full of grace and truth. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, through whom the grace that is in Jesus is ours, a positive communication out of the divine life. And so worship in Spirit is worship in truth. This actual living fellowship with God is a real correspondence and harmony between the Father who is Spirit and the child praying in the Spirit. 

The woman of Samaria could not immediately understand what Jesus said to her. Pentecost was needed to reveal its full meaning. We are inadequately prepared to grasp such teaching at our first entrance into the school of prayer. We will understand it better later on. Let us begin by taking the lesson as He gives it. We are carnal and cannot bring God the worship He seeks. 

But Jesus has given us the Spirit. Let our attitudes in prayer be what Christ's words have taught us. Let there be the deep confession of our inability to bring God the worship that is pleasing to Him, the childlike teachableness that waits for Him to instruct us, and the simple faith that yields itself to the breathing of the Spirit. Above all, let us hold on tightly to this blessed reality: the secret of prayer in Spirit and truth is in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God, the revelation of His infinite Fatherliness in our hearts, and the faith in His infinite love for us as His children. This is the new and living way Christ opened up for us. To have Christ the Son, and the Spirit of the Son, dwelling within us and revealing the Father makes us true, spiritual worshippers. 
Lord, teach us to pray. 

Blessed Lord, I adore the love with which You taught the woman, who had refused You a cup of water, what the worship of God must be. I rejoice in the assurance that You will instruct any disciple, who comes to You with a heart that longs to pray in Spirit and truth, with the same love. O my Holy Master, teach me this blessed secret! 
Teach me that worship in Spirit and truth is not anything from man, but comes only from You. It is not only a thing of times and seasons, but the outflowing of a life in You. Teach me to get near to God in prayer with the attitude that I am ignorant and have nothing in myself to offer Him. But, at the same time, remind me of the provision that You, my Savior, make for the Spirit's breathing in my childlike stammerings.
I bless You because in You I am a child, and I have a child's liberty of access to the Father. In You I have the Spirit of Sonship and of worship in truth.
Teach me above all, blessed Son of the Father, the revelation of the Father that gives confidence in prayer. Let the infinite Fatherliness of God's heart be my joy and strength for a life of prayer and of worship. Amen. 

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 2: Vriendskappe met Moslems
Gesprekke tussen Moslems en Christene bied ons die geleentheid om Moslems te verstaan, verhoudings te bou, betrokke te wees, vrede te maak en ons geloof te deel. Bid dat Christene daarna sal strewe om die evangelie met respek en vrymoedigheid met ander te deel, sonder kompromie – net soos Paulus met mense “geredeneer” het (Hand.17:2, 17). Die bediening van versoening is aan ons toevertrou (2 Kor.5:18-19). Bid dat Christene wat by die bediening onder die Moslems betrokke is, deurbrake sal beleef met die maak van dissipels, ook onder hierdie kosbare groep mense. Bid dat hulle die genade sal ontvang om opofferend lief te hê en vrede te bewerkstellig. Bid vir spesiale geleenthede om gedurende die volgende 30 dae Jesus se liefde met Moslems te deel

Ons bid ook vir ons Gemeente             
· Dat in Jebel Ali ‘n sterk orkesbegeleiding opgerig sal word en dat die Here vir ons die regte mense sal stuur om so te kan bedien.
· Dat gemeentelede geestelik volwasse sal (word) wees en dat Christus in mense gestalte sal kry. Ons bid dat ons meer en meer soos Jesus sal word in ons liefde en die vrug van die Gees in Gal 5:22 Die vrug van die Gees, daarteenoor, is liefde, vreugde, vrede, geduld, vriendelikheid, goedhartigheid, getrouheid,nederigheid en selfbeheersing. Teen sulke dinge het die wet niks nie.- Bid dit af vir gemeente.
· Dat mense ons eredienste getrou sal bywoon uit liefde vir die Vader en die deelname aan die gemeenskap van die gelowiges.

Day 3 on Friday 13 August 2010 – Alone with God 
But you, when you pray, enter into your room. And shutting your door, pray to your Father in secret; and your Father who sees in secret shall reward you openly. -Matthew 6:6 
After Jesus had called his first disciples, He gave them their first public teaching in the Sermon on the Mount. There He explained the kingdom of God - its laws and its life - to them. In that kingdom, God is not only King, but Father. He not only gives all, but is Himself all. The knowledge and fellowship of Him alone is its blessedness. Hence it came as a matter of course that the revelation of prayer and the prayer life was a part of His teaching concerning the new kingdom He came to establish. Moses gave neither command nor regulation with regard to prayer. Even the prophets said little about prayer. It is Christ who teaches us to pray. 

The first thing the Lord teaches His disciples is that they must have a secret place for prayer. Everyone must have some solitary spot where he can be alone with his God. Every teacher must have a schoolroom. We have learned to know and accept Jesus as our only Teacher in the school of prayer. He has already taught us at Samaria that worship is no longer confined to specific times and places. Worship - true, spiritual worship - is a thing of the Spirit and the life. A man's whole life must be worship in Spirit and truth. But Jesus wants each one to choose for himself a fixed spot where he can meet Him daily. That inner chamber, that solitary place, is Jesus' schoolroom. That spot can be anywhere. It can even change from day to day if we're traveling. But that secret place must be somewhere with quiet time for the pupil to place himself in the Master's presence. Jesus comes there to prepare us to worship the Father. 

A teacher always wants his schoolroom to be bright, attractive, and filled with the light and air of heaven. He wants it to be a place where his pupils long to come and love to stay. In His first words on prayer in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus seeks to set the inner chamber before us in its most attractive light. If we listen carefully, our main purpose in being there becomes obvious. Jesus uses the name of Father three times: "pray to thy Father"; "thy Father ... shall reward you"; "Your Father knows what things you need ' (Matt. 6:8). 

The first thing in closet prayer is to meet the Father. The light that shines in the closet must be the light of the Father's countenance. The atmosphere in which we breathe and pray is God's Father love, God's infinite Fatherliness. Thus, each thought or petition we breathe out will be in simple, hearty, and childlike trust in the Father. The Master teaches us to pray by bringing us into the Father's living presence. What we pray there must be of value. We should listen carefully to hear what the Lord has to say to us. 

First, "pray to thy Father which is in secret." God is a God who hides Himself to the carnal eye. As long as in our worship of God we are chiefly occupied with our own thoughts and exercises, we will not meet Him who is a Spirit, the Unseen One. But to the man who withdraws himself from all that is of the world and man and waits for God alone, the Father will reveal Himself. As he shuts out the world and its life, surrendering himself to be led by Christ into God's presence, the light of the Father's love will fall on him. 
The secrecy of the inner chamber and the closed door, the entire separation from everything around us, is an image of the inner spiritual sanctuary, the secret of God's tabernacle. It is there within the veil that our spirit truly comes into contact with the Invisible One. Thus we are taught at the very beginning of our search for the secret of effective prayer to remember that it is in the inner chamber, where we are alone with the Father that we learn to pray properly. The Father is in secret. In these words, Jesus teaches us where He is waiting for us and where He is always to be found.
Christians often complain that their private prayer is not what it should be. They feel weak and sinful, and their hearts are cold and dark. It is as if they have no faith or joy in what little they have to pray about. They are discouraged and kept from prayer by the thought that they cannot come to the Father as they ought to or as they wish. Child of God, listen to your Teacher! He tells you that when you go to private prayer your first thought must be that the Father is waiting for you there in secret. Don't let a cold and prayerless heart keep you from the presence of the loving Father. The Lord is concerned about you the way a father is concerned about his children. Do not think about how little you have to give to God, but about how much He wants to give to you. Just place yourself before His face and look up into it. Think of His wonderful, tender, concerned love. Tell Him how sinful, cold, and dark everything is. The Father's loving heart will give light and warmth to yours. Do what Jesus said. Just shut the door and pray to the Father in secret. Isn't it wonderful to be able to go alone to the infinite God? Just look up and say, "My Father!" 

Second, "And thy Father which sees in secret shall reward you." Here Jesus assures us that secret prayer cannot be fruitless. Its blessing will be evident in our lives. All we have to do is entrust our lives on earth to God when we are in secret and alone with Him. He will reward us openly and see that the answers to our prayers are made manifest in His blessing upon us. Our Lord teaches us that because God meets us in secret with infinite Fatherliness and faithfulness, we should meet Him with childlike simplicity of faith and be confident that our prayers will receive a blessing. "He that comes to God must believe ... that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Heb. 11:6). The blessing of the closet does not depend on the strong or fervent feeling with which I pray, but on the love and power of the Father to whom I there entrust my needs. Remember your Father sees and hears in secret. Go there and stay there; then leave in confidence. God will answer. Trust Him and depend on Him for it. Prayer to the Father cannot be in vain. He will reward you openly. 

Third, further confirming this faith in the Father love of God, Christ speaks a third word: "Your Father knows what things you need, before yoy ask him" (Matt. 6:8). At first sight it might appear as if this thought made prayer less necessary: God knows what we need far better than we do. But as we get a deeper insight into what prayer really is, this truth will help to strengthen our faith. It will teach us that we do not need to compel an unwilling God to listen to us with the multitude and urgency of our words. It will lead to a holy thoughtfulness and silence in prayer as it suggests the question: Does my Father really know that I need this? Once we have been led, by the Spirit to the certainty that our request is indeed something that, according to the Word, we need for God's glory, we will have the wonderful confidence to say, "My Father knows I need it and must have it." If there is any delay in the answer, we will learn to hold on in quiet perseverance. 
Father, You know I need it! Christ our Teacher would like to cultivate the blessed liberty and simplicity of a child in us as we draw near to God. Look up to the Father until His Spirit works it in us. Sometimes in our prayers we are so occupied with our fervent, urgent petitions that we forget that the Father knows and hears. At those times just hold still and quietly say, "My Father sees, my Father hears, my Father knows." It will help our faith to take the answer and say, "We know that we have the petitions that we desired of him" (1 John 5:15). 
Now that you have entered the school of Christ to be taught to pray, take these lessons, practice them, and trust Him to perfect you in them. Go to the inner chamber often. Close the door, so that you are shut off from men and shut up with God. There the Father, waits for you, and there Jesus will teach you to pray. To be alone in secret with the Father should be your highest joy. To be assured that the Father will openly reward your secret prayer so that it cannot. remain unblessed should be your strength day by day. And to know that the Father knows that you need what you ask should be your liberty to bring every need to Him in the assurance that He will supply it according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

Lord teach us to pray. 
Blessed Saviour, with my whole heart I bless You for designating the inner chamber as the school where You meet each of Your disciples alone to reveal the Father to them. Oh, my Lord, strengthen my faith in the Father's tender love and kindness, so that when I feel sinful or troubled, my first instinctive thought will be to go where the Father waits for me and where prayer can never go unblessed. Let me know that He knows my need before I ask. This will allow me, in great faith, to trust that He will give what His child requires. May the place of secret prayer become the most beloved spot on earth to me! 
       Lord, hear me as I pray that You would bless the prayer closets of Your believing people everywhere. Let Your wonderful revelation of the Father's tenderness free all Christians from the thought that prayer is a burden, and lead them to regard it as the highest privilege of their lives - a joy and a blessing. Bring back everyone who is discouraged because they cannot find You in prayer. Make them understand that all they have to do is to go to You with their emptiness, because You have everything to give, and You delight in doing it. Let their one thought be not what they have to take to the Father, but what the Father waits to give them. 
Especially bless the inner chamber of all Your servants who are working for You as the place where God's truth and God's grace is revealed to them. Let them be anointed there with fresh oil daily. Let it be there that their strength is renewed and they receive in faith the blessings with which they are to bless their fellowmen. Lord, draw us all closer to You and the Father in prayer. Amen. 

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 3: Die Muezzin
Regoor die Islamitiese wêreld roep mans wat 'muezzin' genoem word, vyf keer per dag ander op tot gebed met ’n luidspreker uit ’n minaret (toring) wat langs die moskee staan: teen dagbreek (fajr), twaalfuur die middag (dhuhr), in die namiddag (asr), teen sonsondergang (maghrib) en as dit donker word (isha’a). Op Vrydae (soos vandag) is alle manlike Moslems veronderstel om die twaalfuurgebedstyd by te woon – dit gaan gewoonlik gepaard met ’n preek. Soms word opnames gebruik, maar hulle verkies ’n lewende stem. In die Weste en in nie-Islamitiese lande mag die muezzin dikwels net die oproep oor die radio of in die binnehowe van plaaslike moskees maak, omdat wetgewing indringende geraas verbied. Soos met alle openbare figure, bv. leraars en politici, is eie eer en prestige vir sommige muezzin 'n versoeking. Bid vandag vir die muezzin in jou eie land en oral ter wêreld, dat hulle ’n persoonlike ontmoeting met die lewende God deur Jesus Christus sal hê. Bid dat Moslems, te midde van baie 'stemme' en boodskappe, God se stem, deur die werking van die Heilige Gees, sal hoor.
Day 4 on Saturday 14 August 2010 – The Model Prayer 
Therefore pray in this way: Our Father which art in heaven. - Matthew 6:9 
Every teacher knows the power of example. He not only tells the child what to do and how to do it, but shows him how it really can be done. Realizing our weakness, our heavenly Teacher has given us the very words we are to take with us as we draw near to our Father. We have in them a form of prayer that contains the freshness and fullness of the eternal life. It is so simple that a child can say it and so divinely rich that it encompasses all that God can give. A model and inspiration for all other prayer, it draws us at the same time back to itself as the deepest utterance of our souls before our God. 

"Our Father which art in heaven." To appreciate this word of adoration correctly, remember that none of the saints in Scripture ever ventured to address God as his Father. This invocation places us at once in the centre of the wonderful revelation that Jesus came to make: His Father is our Father, too. It is the essence of redemption: Christ delivers us from the curse so that we can become the children of God. It explains the miracle of regeneration: the Spirit in the new birth gives us new life. And it reveals the mystery of faith: before the redemption is accomplished or understood, the disciples speak the word that prepares them for the blessed experience yet to come. The words are the key to the whole prayer and to all prayer. It takes time and life to study them; it will take eternity to understand them fully. 
The knowledge of God's Father love is the first and simplest, but also the last and highest lesson in the school of prayer. Prayer begins in/ or is a personal relationship with the living God as well as a personal, conscious fellowship of love with Him. In the knowledge of God's Fatherliness revealed by the Holy Spirit, the power of prayer will root and grow. The life of prayer has its joy in the infinite tenderness, care, and patience of an infinite Father who is ready to hear and to help. "Our Father which art in heaven." Wait until the Spirit has made these words spirit and truth to us, filling our hearts and lives. Then we will indeed be within the veil, in the secret place of power where prayer always prevails. 

"Hallowed be thy name" (Matt. 6:9). There is something here that strikes us at once. While we ordinarily bring our own needs to God in prayer before thinking of what belongs to God and His interests, the Master reverses the order. First "Thy name" (v. 9), "Thy kingdom" (v. 10), "Thy will" (v. 10); then "give us" (v. 11), "forgive us" (v. 12), "lead us ... deliver us" (v. 13). The lesson is of more importance than we think. In true worship the Father must be first, and He must be everything. The sooner we learn to forget ourselves so that He may be glorified, the richer our own blessing in prayer will be. No one ever loses anything by sacrificing for the Father. This must influence all our prayers. 
There are two sorts of prayer: personal and intercessory. The latter ordinarily occupies the lesser part of our time and energy. This should not be. Christ has opened the school of prayer especially to train intercessors for the great work of bringing down, by their faith and prayer, the blessings of His work and love to the world. There can be no deep growth in prayer unless this is our aim. 
A child may ask his father to provide only what he needs for himself. But this child soon learns to say, "Give some for my sister, too." The grown-up son who lives only for the father's interests and takes charge of the father's business asks more largely and gets everything he asks. Jesus wants to train us for the blessed life of consecration and service in which all our interests are subordinate to the name, the kingdom, and the will of the Father. Live for this! Let each "Our Father" be followed in the same breath by "Thy name," "Thy kingdom," "Thy will "! 
"Hallowed be thy name" (v. 9). What name? This new name of Father. The word Holy is the central word of the Old Testament. Father is the central word of the New Testament. In this name of love, all the holiness and glory of God are revealed. And how is the name to be hallowed? By God Himself. "1 will [hallow] my great name, which was profaned" (Ezek. 36:23). Our prayers must be for God to reveal the holiness, "the divine power, and the hidden glory of His name in ourselves, in all His children, and in the world. The Spirit of the Father is the Holy Spirit. It is only when we yield ourselves to be led of Him that the Father's name will be hallowed in our prayers and our lives. Let us learn this prayer: "Our Father ... Hallowed be thy name" (Matt. 6:9). 

"Thy kingdom come" (v. 10). The Father is a King who has a kingdom. The son and heir of a king has no higher ambition than the glory of his father's kingdom. In time of war or danger, this becomes his passion; he can think of nothing else. The children of the Father are here in the Enemy's territory, where the kingdom that is in heaven has not yet been fully manifested. What is more natural than that, when they learn to hallow the Father-name, they cry with deep enthusiasm, "Thy kingdom come." The coming of the kingdom is the one great event on which the revelation of the Father's glory, the blessedness of His children, and the salvation of the world depend. The coming of the kingdom also depends on our prayers. Let us join in the deep, longing cry of the redeemed, "Thy kingdom come,” which we have learned in the school of Jesus. 

"Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven" (v. 10). This petition is too frequently applied alone to the suffering of the will of God. In heaven God's will is done, and the Master teaches the child to ask that God's will may be done on earth just at it is in heaven, in the spirit of adoring submission and ready obedience. Because the will of God is the glory of heaven, doing His will brings the blessedness of heaven. As the will is done, the kingdom of heaven comes into the heart. And wherever faith has accepted the Father's love, obedience accepts the Father's will. The surrender to, and the prayer for, a life of heaven-like obedience is the spirit of childlike prayer. 

"Give us this day our daily bread" (v. 11). When the child has yielded himself to the Father in the care for His name, His kingdom, and His will, he has full liberty to ask for his daily bread. A master cares for the food of his servant, as does a general for his soldiers, or a father for his child. The Father in heaven will care for the child who has given himself up in prayer to His interests. We may in full confidence say, "Father, I live for Your honor and Your work. I know You care for me." Consecration to God and His will gives wonderful liberty in prayer for temporal things. The whole earthly life is given over to the Father's loving care. 

"And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors" (v. 12). As bread is the first need of the body, so forgiveness is for the soul. God's provision for the one is as sure as for the other. We are children, but we are sinners, too. We owe our right of access to the Father's presence to the precious blood and the forgiveness it has won for us. Beware of the prayer for forgiveness becoming a formality. Only that which is sincerely confessed is really forgiven. Let us in faith accept the forgiveness as promised. It is a spiritual reality, an actual transaction between God and us, giving us entrance into all the Father's love with all the privileges of His children. Such forgiveness is impossible without a forgiving spirit toward others. In each prayer to the Father, we must be able to say that we know of no one whom we do not heartily love. 

"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil" (v. 13). All our personal needs are supplied through the provision of our daily bread, the pardon of our sins, and the protection from all sin and the power of the Evil One. The prayer for bread and pardon must be accompanied by the surrender to live in holy obedience to the Father's will in all things. A prayer of belief that everything will be kept by the power of the indwelling Spirit from the power of the Evil One should also be offered. 

Children of God, Jesus wants us to pray like this to the Father in heaven. Oh, let His name, kingdom, and will have the first place in our love. In response, God will provide for us, pardon us, and love us. So the prayer will lead us to the true child life: the Father giving everything to the child and being everything for the child. We will understand how Father and child - the Thine and the Our - are one. The heart that begins its prayer with the God devoted Thine will have the power in faith to speak out the Our, too. Such prayer will indeed be the fellowship and interchange of love, always bringing us back in trust and worship to Him who is not only the Beginning, but the End. "For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen" (v. 13). Son of the Father, teach us to pray, "Our Father." 

Lord, teach us to pray. 

Oh, Jesus. the only begotten Son teach us to pray, "Our Father." We thank You for these living, blessed words that You have given us. We thank You for everyone who through these words has learned to know and worship the Father and for what these people have meant to us. Lord, we feel as if we need years in Your school to learn each separate lesson, because Your lessons are so profound. But, instead, we look to You to lead us more deeply into their meaning. Please do this, Lord. We ask it for Your name's sake; Your name is Son of the Father. 
Lord, once You said, "No man knoweth ... the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him" (Matt. 11:27). You also said, "[ have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them" (John 17:26). Lord Jesus, reveal the Father to us! Let His name and His infinite Father love-the love with which He loved Yoube in us. Then we will be able to rightly say, "Our Father." Then we will understand Your teaching, and the first spontaneous breathing of our hearts will be: "Our Father, Your name, Your kingdom, and Your will." And we will bring our needs, our sins, and our temptations to Him in the confidence that the love of such a Father cares for all. 
Blessed Lord, we are Your students, and we trust You. Please teach us to pray, "Our Father." Amen. 

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 4: Sirië
In Jesus se tyd het “berigte oor Hom deur die hele provinsie Sirië versprei” (Matt.4:24) en groot skares het na Hom gekom en Hom gevolg. Sommige van die oudste kerke van die Christendom kan in Sirië gevind word en is 'n bewys van die omvang van Jesus se invloed in die gebied. Tans is meer as 90% van die Siriese bevolking Moslems. Maar een (oorwegende) Moslemgroep, naamlik die Koerde, is besig om op die evangelie te reageer. Daar is heelwat van hulle wat in Christus glo en sommige kom selfs in hulle eie Koerdiese gemeentes byeen. Bid asseblief dat die evangelie weereens in die hele Sirië gehoor sal word en dat Moslems tot geloof sal kom, sal begin bymekaarkom en mekaar bemoedig. Loof die Here dat die Moslem-Koerde hulle tot Jesus wend! Bid vir hulle geestelike groei en dat die Here plaaslike evangeliste uit die Christelike sowel as uit die Moslem-agtergrond sal opwek om na hulle uit te reik. 

Ons bid ook vir ons Gemeente             
Ons nuwe jaar wat strek van Sep 2010 – Sep 2011 is ‘n jaar waarin ons glo dat die Here sy ganade op ‘n besondere wyse binne ons gemeente wil openbaar. Daarom bid ons dat die Here ons gemeente visie: Meer en Meer soos Jesus net kragtiger sal laat realiser. Ons bid dat ons gemeente misie van dissipels maak, leiers kweek en kerk vestig sal gebeur. Ons bid dat elke lidmaat ‘n leefstyl van dissipelskap sal openbaar: om na Jesus te kom, meer en meer soos Hy sal word en vissers van mense word. Ons bid dat die Here dissipelsmakers sal oprig wat as leiers na vore sal kom en ander sal bereik.













Day 5 on Sunday 15 August 2010 – The Certain Answer to Prayer 
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened.-Matthew 7: 7-8 
You ask and receive not, because you ask wrong, that you may spend it upon your lusts.-James 4:3 
Our Lord returns here in the Sermon on the Mount to speak of prayer a second time. The first time He spoke of the Father who is found in secret and who rewards openly (Matt. 6:4). Jesus also gave us the pattern prayer (vv. 5-15). Here He wants to teach us what in all Scripture is considered the chief thing in prayer: the assurance that prayer will be heard and answered. Observe how He uses words that mean almost the same thing and repeats the promise each time so distinctly: "you shall receive" (Matt. 21:22), "you shall find," "it shall be opened unto you." He then gives the law of the kingdom as grounds for such assurance: "every one that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened." We cannot help but feel that in this sixfold repetition He wants to impress this one truth deeply on our minds: we may and must most confidently expect an answer to our prayers. Everyone who asks, receives. Next to the revelation of the Father's love, there is not a more important lesson than this in the whole course of the school of prayer. 
A difference in meaning has been sought in the three words the Lord uses: "ask," "seek," "knock." If it was indeed His purpose for these three words to have three distinct meanings, then the first, "ask,” refers to the gifts we pray for. But we may ask and receive the gift without the Giver. ""Seek" is the word Scripture uses of God Himself. Christ assures us that we can find Him. But it is not enough to fmd God in time of need without coming into abiding fellowship with Him. "Knock" refers to admission to dwell with Him and in Him. Asking and receiving the gift would thus lead to seeking and finding the Giver, and from there to the knocking on and opening of the door to the Father's home and love. One thing is sure: the Lord wants us to believe most certainly that asking, seeking, and knocking cannot be in vain. Receiving an answer, finding God, and the opening of His heart and home are the certain fruits of prayer. 
That the Lord should have thought it necessary to repeat the truth in so much forms is a lesson of deep importance. It proves that He knows our hearts. He knows that doubt and distrust toward Him are natural to us and that we view prayer as religious work without expecting an answer. He also knows that we believe prayer is something spiritually too difficult for the half-hearted disciple, even though he believes that God hears prayer and answers it. At the very beginning of His instruction, He therefore endeavours to lodge this truth deeply into the hearts of those who want to learn to pray: prayer accomplishes a great deal. Ask and you will receive; everyone who asks, receives. This is the eternal law of the kingdom. If you ask and do not receive, it must be because there is something wrong or missing in the prayer. Let the Word and Spirit teach you to pray properly. But do not lose the confidence He wants to give you that everyone who asks receives. 

"Ask, and it shall be given you." In Christ's school, there is no mightier encouragement of persevering in prayer than this. As a child has to prove a sum to be correct, so the proof that we have prayed correctly is our answer. If we ask and get no answer, it is because we have not learned to pray properly. Let every learner in the school of Christ therefore take the Master's Word in all simplicity: everyone who asks, receives. Christ had good reasons for speaking so unconditionally. Be careful not to weaken the Word with human wisdom. When He tells us heavenly things, believe Him. His Word will explain itself to him who believes it fully. If questions and difficulties arise, don't try to settle them before accepting the Word. Let us entrust them all to Him; He will solve them. Our work is to accept and believe His promise completely. Let our inner chamber be inscribed with that promise in letters of light. 
According to the teaching of the Master, prayer consists of two parts: a human side and a divine side. The human side is the asking; the divine is the giving. Or to look at both from the human side, there is the asking and the receiving - the two halves that make up a whole. It is as if He wants to tell us that we are not to rest without an answer because it is the will of God and the rule in the Father's family that every childlike, believing petition is granted. If no answer comes, we are not to sit down in resignation and suppose that it is not God's will to give us an answer. There must be something in the prayer that is not as God would have it. We must seek for guidance to pray so that the answer will come. It is far easier for the flesh to submit without the answer than to yield itself to being searched and purified by the Spirit, until it has learned to pray the prayer of faith. 
One of the terrible marks of the diseased state of Christian life these days is that there are so much who are content without the distinct experience of answer to prayer. They pray daily, they ask much things, and they trust that some of them will be heard. But they know little of direct, definite answer to prayer as the rule of daily life. The Father seeks daily communion with His children so that He can listen to and grant their petitions. He wills that we come to Him day by day with distinct requests. He wills day by day to do what I ask. It was in His answer to prayer that the saints learned to know God as the Living One and were stirred to praise and love Him. (See Psalms 34; 66:19; 116:1.) Our Teacher waits to imprint this on our minds: prayer and its answer - the child asking and the Father giving- belong to each other. 
There may be cases in which the answer is a refusal because the request is not according to God's Word, such as when Moses asked to enter Canaan. But there was still an answer. God did not leave His servant in uncertainty as to His will. The gods of the heathen are dumb and cannot speak. Our Father lets His child know when He cannot give him what he asks. The child withdraws his petition as the Son did in Gethsemane. Both Moses, the servant, and Christ, the Son, knew that what they asked was not according to what the Lord had spoken. Their prayers were the humble requests that the decision be changed. By His Word and Spirit, God will teach those who are teachable and who give Him time whether their requests be according to His will or not. Withdraw the request if it is not according to God's will, or persevere until the answer comes. Prayer is supposed to have an answer. It is in prayer and its answer that the interchange of love between the Father and His child takes place. 
How deeply our hearts must be estranged from God that we should find it so difficult to grasp such promises! Even though we accept the words and believe their truth, the faith of the heart that fully possesses them and rejoices in them comes so slowly. It is because our spiritual life is still so weak and our capacity for accepting God's thoughts is so feeble. Let us look to Jesus to teach us as none but He can teach. Simply take His words and trust Him by His Spirit to make them life and power within us. They will enter our inner being and allow the spiritual, divine reality of the truth they obtain to take possession of us. We should not be content until every petition we offer is carried to heaven on Jesus' own words: Ask, and it shall be given you. " 

Beloved fellow disciples in the school of Jesus, learn this lesson well! Let us take these words just as they were spoken. Do not let human reason weaken their force. Let us take them and believe hem just as Jesus gives them. In due time, He will teach us how to understand them fully. Now we should begin by implicitly believing hem. Take time in prayer to listen to His voice. Don't let the feeble experiences of unbelief limit what faith can expect. Let us seek not only in prayer, but at all times, to joyfully accept the assurance that man's prayer on earth and God's answer in heaven are meant for each other. Trust Jesus to teach us to pray so that the answer can come. He will do it if we hold fast to the word He gives us: 'ask, and you shall receive" (John 16:24). 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
o Lord Jesus, teach me to understand and believe what You have promised me. You know the reasons that churn in my heart when I don't receive an answer to my prayer. Then, I believe that my prayer is not in harmony with the Father's will, that perhaps You want to give me something better, or that prayer as fellowship with God should be enough blessing to me without an answer. And yet, my blessed Lord, I find in Your teaching that You said plainly hat prayer may and must expect an answer. You assure us that his is the fellowship of a child with the Father: the child asks, and he Father gives. 
Blessed Lord, your words are faithful and true. It must be because I am not praying correctly that my experience of answered prayer is small. It must be because I live too little in the Spirit that my prayer is too little in the Spirit, and my power for the prayer of faith is lacking. 
Lord, teach me to pray! Lord Jesus, I trust You to teach me to pray in faith. Lord, teach me this lesson: everyone who asks, receives. Amen

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 5: Saoedi’s in die oliebedryf
Saoedi-Arabië beskik oor die grootste oliebronne ter wêreld, asook die heel beste tegnologie in die oliebedryf. Hulle is hoofsaaklik Soennitiese Moslems, maar vanuit hulle perspektief word hulle almal as Moslems gebore. Die Koran en die tradisies rakende Mohammed is die grondslag van die wet in Saoedi-Arabië. Sjiitiese Moslems word vervolg, maar word toegelaat om hulle godsdiens in die nedersettings en dorpe te beoefen. Om proseliete te maak (om mense tot 'n ander geloof oor te haal) is nie strafbaar met die dood nie, maar met tronkstraf en verbanning (vir sommige is die verlies van hulle werk net so erg soos die doodstraf). Bekering self word deur die Koran verbied en die straf is die dood. Baie van hulle het nog nooit die verkondiging van die evangelie op so ’n manier gehoor dat dit hulle sou beweeg om aan die opgestane Here Jesus gehoorsaam te wees nie. Bid vir die duisende Saoedi’s wat by die oliebedryf betrokke is, dat hulle die heerlikheid van God sal leer ken, wat van Jesus Christus uitstraal (2 Kor.4:6). Baie van hulle woon in die volgende stede, dorpe, hawens en olieboornedersettings: Dhahran, Ras Tanura, Jubail, Dammam, Al-Khobar, Hofuf, Abqaiq, Udhailiyah en Shaybah. Bestee tyd om elkeen van hierdie dorpe in gebed aan die Here op te dra.

Ons bid ook vir ons Gemeente             
Ons bid vir ons Gemeente se selgroep beplanning vir 2010/2011
Heilige Gees ons bid vir die uitbreiding van ons selgroepe en vra dat U ons selgroepe sal gebruik as ‘n evangelisasie middel om ander in te trek wat aan die kant staan of afvallig geraak het. Ons bid vir elke leier se pad van heiligmaking en onderwerping aan U as die Here van sy/haar lewe.


Day 6 on Monday 16 August 2010 – The Infinite Fatherliness of God 
   
    Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? - Matthew 7:9-11 

In these words our Lord proceeds further to confirm what He had said about the certainty of an answer to prayer. To remove all doubt and to show us on what sure ground His promise rests, He appeals to what everyone has seen and experienced here on earth. Because we are all children, we know what we expected of our fathers. Because we are fathers or continually see them in action, we consider it the most natural thing in the world for a father to listen to his child. The Lord asks us to look up from earthly parents, of whom even the best are sinners, and calculate how much more the heavenly Father will give good gifts to those who ask Him. Jesus wants us to see that because God is greater than sinful man, our assurance that He will more surely than any earthly father grant our childlike petitions ought to be greater. As much greater as God is than man, so much surer is it that prayer will be heard with the Father in heaven than with a father on earth. 

Although this parable is simple and intelligible, it contains a deep and spiritual teaching. The prayer of a child owes its influence entirely to the relation in which he stands to the parent. The prayer can exert that influence only when the child is really living in that relationship and in the home, in the love, and in the service of the Father. The power of the promise, "ask, and it shall be given you" (Matt. 7:7), lies in the loving relationship between us as children and the Father in heaven. When we live and walk in that relationship, the prayer of faith and its answer will be the natural result. And so the lesson we have today in the school of prayer is this: live as a child of God, and you will be able to pray and most assuredly be heard as a child. What is the true child life? The answer can be found in any home. The child who forsakes his father's house, finding no pleasure in the presence, love, and obedience of his father, and who still expects to get whatever he asks for, will surely be disappointed. Conversely, the child who finds the joy of his life in the conversation, will, honour, and love of the father will find that it is the father's joy to grant his requests. Scripture says, "As much as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Rom. 8:14). The childlike privilege of asking for everything is inseparable from the childlike life under the leading of the Spirit. He who gives himself to be led by the Spirit in his life will be led by Him in his prayers, too. And he will find that Fatherlike giving is the divine response to childlike living. 
To see what this childlike living is, in which childlike asking and believing have their grounds, we should listen to what our Lord teaches in the Sermon on the Mount about the Father and His children. In it, the prayer promises are imbedded in the life precepts. The two are inseparable; they form one whole. The only person who can count on the fulfilment of the promise is the person who accepts all that the Lord has connected with it. It is as if in speaking the word, "ask, and ye shall receive" (John 16:24), He said, "I give these promises to those whom I have pictured in their childlike poverty and purity, and of whom I have said, 'They shall be called the children of God'" (Matt. 5:9). 
Will such teaching discourage the weak? If it is necessary to conform oneself to this portrait of a child, won't much give up all hope of answers to prayer? The difficulty is removed if we think again of the blessed relationship of Father and child. A child is weak; there is a great difference among children in age and talent. The one thing the Lord requires is our childlike and wholehearted surrender to live as children with Him in obedience and truth. He asks nothing more, but will accept nothing less. The Father must have our whole hearts. When this is given and He sees us with honest purpose and steady will seeking to be and live as a child in everything, then our prayers will count with Him as the prayer of a child. Anyone who simply and honestly begins to study the Sermon on the Mount and takes it as his guide in life will find, notwithstanding weakness and failure, an ever growing liberty to claim the fulfilment of its promises in regard to prayer. In the names of Father and child, he has the pledge that his petitions will be granted. 
This is the one chief thought on which Jesus dwells here, and which He would like all of His students to consider. He wants us to see that the secret of effective prayer is to have the heart filled with the Father love of God. It is not enough for us to know that God is a Father. It is necessary for us to take time to meditate on what that name implies. We must take the best earthly father we know, contemplating carefully the tenderness and love with which he regards the request of his child and the love and joy with which he grants every reasonable desire. Then, as we think in adoring worship of the infinite love and Fatherliness of God, we must consider with how much more tenderness and joy He regards our requests and gives us what we ask for. 
The Lord wants us to see how much this divine attitude is beyond our comprehension and to feel how impossible it is for us to understand God's readiness to hear us. Then He wants us to come and open our hearts for the Holy Spirit to fill them with God's Father love. Let us do this not only when we want to pray, but let us yield heart and life to dwell in that love. The child who only wants to know the love of the father when he has something to ask will be disappointed. But whoever lets God always be the Father in everything, living his whole life in the Father's presence and love, will discover that such a life in God's infinite Fatherliness and continual answers to prayer are inseparable. 
Beloved fellow disciple, we are beginning to see why we know so little about daily answers to prayer. The chief lesson the Lord has for us in His school centres on the name of the Father. We must learn to say, "Abba, Father" (Gal. 4:6), and "Our Father which art in heaven" (Matt. 6:9). Whoever can say this has the key to all prayer. The Father listens in all the compassion with which a father responds to a weak or sickly child, in all the joy with which he hears a stammering child, in all the gentle patience with which he tolerates a thoughtless child. We must meditate upon the heart of our Father until our every prayer goes upward on the faith of this divine word: "how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him. " 

Lord, teach us to pray. 

Blessed Lord, though this is one of the first and simplest lessons in Your school, it is one of the hardest for our hearts to learn. We know so little of the love of the Father. Lord, teach us to live in such a way that the Father and His love may be nearer, clearer, and dearer to us than the love of any earthly father. Let Your assurance of His hearing our prayers give us much more confidence in Him than in any earthly parent, because He is infinitely greater than man. 
Lord, show us that it is only our un-childlike distance from the Father that hinders the answer to prayer, and lead us on to the true life of God's children. Lord Jesus, it is fatherlike love that awakens childlike trust. Reveal the Father and His tender love to us, so that we may become childlike and experience how in the child's life lies the power of prayer. 
Blessed Son of God, the Father loves You and has given You all things. And You love the Father and have done all the things He commanded You to do. You therefore have the power to ask for anything. Lord, give us Your Spirit, the Spirit of the Son. Make us childlike, as You were on earth. Let our prayers be breathed in the faith that, just as heaven is higher than earth, God's Father love and His readiness to give us what we ask for surpass anything we can imagine. Amen. 

Think about the following comments this day:
"Our Father which art in heaven" (Matt. 6:9). Alas! We speak it only as a reverential homage. We think of it as a figure borrowed from an earthly life, and only in some faint and shallow meaning to be used of God. We are afraid to take God as our tender Father. We think of Him as a schoolmaster or an inspector who knows nothing about us except through our lessons. 
Now open the ears of your heart, timid child of God! We aren't supposed to learn to be holy as a hard lesson at school so we can make God think well of us. We are to learn it at home with the Father to help us. God loves you not because you are clever or good, but because He is your Father. The Cross of Christ does not make God love us. It is the outcome of His love for us. He loves all His children: the clumsiest, the dullest, and the worst. His love lies underneath everything. We must grasp it as the solid foundation of our religious life, not growing up into that love, but growing up out of it. We must begin there or our beginning will come to nothing. Grasp this mightily! We must go beyond ourselves for any hope, strength, or confidence. And what hope, what strength, what confidence may be ours when we begin with "Our Father which art in heaven"! 
We need to feel the tenderness and helpfulness that lie in these words. Meditate on the words our Father. Say them over to yourself until you feel something of their wonderful truth. They mean that I am bound to God by the closest and tenderest relationship, and that I have a right to His love, His power, and His blessing in a way no one else could give me. Imagine the boldness with which we can approach Him! Imagine the great things we have a right to ask for! Our Father. It means that all His infinite love, patience, and wisdom reach down to help me. There is infinitely more implied by this relationship than the possibility of holiness. 
We are to begin in the patient love of our Father. Think about how He knows us personally, as individuals with all our peculiarities, our weaknesses, and our difficulties. The master judges by the result, but our Father judges by the effort. Failure does not always mean fault. He knows how much things cost and weighs them carefully where others wouldn't. Our Father. Think about how His great love understands the poor beginnings of His little ones, clumsy and simple as they may seem to others. All this and infinitely more lies in this blessed relationship! Don't be afraid to claim it all as your own! 

Ramadan Gebedsfokus   Dag 6: Die Fulani van Nigerië
Meer as 15 miljoen van die Fulani van Nigerië woon in klein nedersettings en dorpe in die oorwegend Moslem noordelike streek van die land. Daar is talle 'substamme' en clans van die Fulani maar in Nigerië val hulle hoofsaaklik in vyf groot groepe: die Adamawa (1,1 miljoen), die Haabe (2,6 miljoen), die Sokoto (2,7 miljoen), die Toroobe (7,5 miljoen) en die Mbororo (2,3 miljoen). Fulani-huishoudings bestaan uit ’n manlike leier, een of meer vroue, 6-12 kinders en ander familielede. (Vir meer inligting oor wat die Here onder die Fulani doen, besoek: http://www.morethandreams.tv). Bid vir die arbeiders onder die Fulani en dat die Here die Fulani-leiers en imams kragdadig sal red. Bid vir vrede en versoening – daar is al dekades lank onrus tussen die Moslems en die Christene in die gebied.
Day 7 on Tuesday 17 August 2010 – The All-Comprehensive Gift 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? - Luke 11 : 13

In the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord had already said His wonderful "How much more?" (Matt. 7:11). Here in Luke, where He repeats the question, there is a difference. Instead of speaking as He did then of giving "good gifts," He said, "How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit?" He thus teaches us that the foremost and the best of these gifts is the Holy Spirit, or rather, that in this gift all others are comprised. The Holy Spirit is the first of the Father's gifts and the one He delights most in bestowing. The Holy Spirit is therefore the gift we ought to seek first. 
We can easily understand the unspeakable worth of this gift. Jesus spoke of the Spirit as "the promise of the Father" (Acts 1:4), the one promise in which God's Fatherhood revealed itself. The best gift a good and wise earthly father can bestow on a child is his own spirit. This is the great object of a father in education: to reproduce in his child his own disposition and character. If the child is to know and understand his father, if he is to enter into all his will and plans, if he is to have his highest joy in the father and the father in him, he must be of one mind and spirit with him. It is impossible to conceive of God bestowing any higher gift on His child than His own Spirit. God is what He is through His Spirit; the Spirit is the very life of God. Just think what it means for God to give His own Spirit to His child on earth. 
The glory of Jesus as a Son on earth was that the Spirit of the Father was in Him. At His baptism in the Jordan, the Voice proclaiming Him the Beloved Son and the Spirit descending upon Him were united. And so the apostle said of us, "Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. 4:6). A king seeks in the whole education of his son to call forth a kingly spirit in him. Our Father in heaven desires to educate us as His children for the holy, heavenly life in which He dwells. For this purpose He gives us His own Spirit from the depths of His heart. 
Jesus' whole purpose after He made atonement with His own blood was to enter into God's presence and obtain the Holy Spirit for us, sending Him down to dwell in us. Because He is the Spirit of the Father and the Son, the whole life and love of the Father and the Son are in Him. Coming down among us, He lifts us up into the fellowship of the Father and the Son. As the Spirit of the Father, He fills our hearts with the love with which the Father loved the Son and teaches us to live in it. As the Spirit of the Son, He breathes into us the childlike liberty, devotion, and obedience in which the Son lived on earth. The Father can bestow no higher or more wonderful gift that this: His own Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Sonship. 
This truth naturally suggests that this first and chief gift of God must be the first and chief object of all prayer. The one necessary element in the spiritual life is the Holy Spirit. All the fullness is in Jesus. His is the fullness of grace and truth from which we receive grace for grace. The Holy Spirit is the appointed intermediary whose special work is to convey Jesus and everything there is in Him to us. He is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 
If we yield ourselves entirely to the will of the Spirit and let Him have His way with us, He will manifest the life of Christ within us. He will do this with a divine power, maintaining the life of Christ in us in uninterrupted continuity. If there is one thing we should pray for to draw us to the Father's throne and keep us there, it is the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit meets the believer's every need in the variety of gifts that He has to dispense. Just think of the names He bears. He is the Spirit of: 

· Grace: who reveals and imparts all of the grace there is in Jesus; 
· Faith: who teaches us to begin, go on, and increase in believing; 
· Adoption and assurance: who witnesses that we are God's children and inspires our confiding in Him and our confident "Abba, Father"; 
· Truth: who leads us to accept each word of God in truth; 
· Prayer: through whom we speak with the Father so that we may be heard; 
· Judgment: who searches our hearts and convicts us of sin; Holiness: who manifests and communicates the Father's holy presence within us; 
· Power: who makes us testify boldly and work effectively in the Father's service; 
· Glory: who is the pledge of our inheritance and prepares us for the glory to come. 


Surely the child of God needs only one thing to be able to really live as a child of God: to be filled with this Spirit. 
The lesson Jesus teaches in His school is this: the Father is longing to give the Holy Spirit to us if we will simply ask in childlike dependence on what He said, "If you ... know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" In the words of God's promise, "I will pour out my spirit [abundantly]" (Joel 2:28), and in His command, "Be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18), we know what God is ready to give us. As God's children, we have already received the Spirit. But we still need to pray for His special gifts as we require them. We need to pray also for His complete possession and unceasing guidance. We are like a branch that is already filled with the sap of the vine and is crying for the continued and increasing flow of that sap. Just as the branch needs more sap to bring its fruit to perfection, the believer, rejoicing in the possession of the Spirit, still thirsts and cries for more. What the great Teacher would like us to learn in this situation is that we should expect nothing less than God's promise and God's command in answer to our prayers. We must be filled abundantly. Christ wants us to ask this in the assurance that the wonderful how much more of God's Father love is a pledge that when we ask, we will most certainly receive. 
As we pray to be filled with the Spirit, we shouldn't look for the answer in our feelings. All spiritual blessings must be received, that is, accepted or taken1, in faith.[ 1 The Greek word for receiving and taking is the same. When Jesus said, "Every one that asks receivs" (Matt. 7:8), He used the same verb as at the Supper, "Take, eat" (Matt. 26:26), or on the resurrection morning, "Receive [accept, take] the Holy Spirit" (John 20:22). Receiving not only implies God's bestowment, but our acceptance.]
Believe that the Father gives the Holy Spirit to His praying child. Even while I pray, I must say in faith, "I have what I ask, and the fullness of the Spirit is mine." Let us continue unshakably in this faith. On the strength of God's Word, we know that we should have what we ask. 
We should be thankful that we have been heard and thankful for what we have received and now possess. Continue praying in belief that the blessing that has already been given to us will break through and fill our entire being. It is in such believing thanksgiving and prayer that our souls open up and the Spirit takes entire and undisturbed possession of them. Such prayer not only asks and hopes for, but also takes, holds, and inherits the full blessing. In all our prayers let us remember the lesson the Saviour teaches us: one thing we can be sure of is that the Father desires to have us filled with His Spirit, and He delights in giving Him to us. 
Once we have learned to believe this for ourselves, we can take the liberty and power from the treasure held for us in heaven to pray for the outpouring of the Spirit on the church, on all flesh, on individuals, or on special efforts. Once we have learned to know the Father in prayer for ourselves, we learn to pray most confidently for others, too. The Father gives the Holy Spirit most to those who ask that He be given to others. 
Lord, teach us to pray. 
Father in heaven, you sent Your Son to reveal Yourself to us: Your Father love and everything that love has for us. Christ has taught us that the gift above all gifts that You want to give us in answer to prayer is the Holy Spirit. 0 my Father, there is nothing I desire so much as to be filled with the Holy Spirit. The blessings He brings are so unspeakable. They are just what I need. He fills the heart with Your love and with Yourself. I long for this! He breathes the mind and life of Christ into me, so that I can live as He did, in and for the Father's love. I long for this! He supplies power from heaven for all my walk and work. I long for this! 0 Father, please give me the fullness of Your Spirit today
Father, I base this request on the words of my Lord, "how much more shall [He] give the Holy Spirit. " I believe that You hear my prayer, and that I receive now just what I am asking for. Father, I claim and I take it! The fullness of Your Spirit is mine. I receive this gift today as a faith gift. In faith, I believe the Father works everything He has promised through the Spirit. The Father delights in breathing His Spirit into His waiting child as he fellowships with Him. Amen. 
 
Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 7: Die Moslems van Rajastan in Indië
Die Moslems wat in die staat Rajastan in die weste van Indië woon, bestaan uit ongeveer 60 verskillende groepe. Uit die geskatte 61 miljoen Rajastani-bevolking is 88,8% Hindoes, 8,5% Moslems, 1,4% Sikhs en 1,2% Jains. Die Moslems praat hoofsaaklik Hindustani (’n mengsel van Hindi en Urdu), maar die meeste gebruik en lees die Hindi-skrif. Daar is nog nie ’n volledige Bybel in Hindustani nie. Christene bereik die Moslems deur die gebruik van ’n eenvoudige “kurbaan-verhaal”, wat die belangrikste offerandes in sowel die Ou as die Nuwe Testament beskryf. Daar is sommige wat die verhaal van God en die mens gebaseer op die Bybel, mondelings kan oorvertel. Dit is ’n groot hulp vir ongeletterde gelowiges en die wat na God soek. Bid vir voormalige Moslems onder die Rajastani wat die Messias in Sy volheid gevind het; dat hulle aan die enigste ware en lewende God gehoorsaam sal wees. Hou aan bid vir hulle geestelike groei en dat daar binnekort ’n volledige Bybel in Hindustani sal wees! Bid by name vir die redding van die Rajastani-Moslems uit elk van die vernaamste etniese groepe, naamlik die Pathan, Shaikh and Sayyid.

Ons bid ook vir ons Gemeente     Ons bid dat die Here ons gemeente in hierdie tyd sal oprig deur sy Gees en dat ons gebedsbediening net sterker sal groei.
Day 8 on Wednesday 18 August 2010 - The Boldness of God's Friends 

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his insistence he will rise and give him as much as he needs. -Luke 11 : 5-8

The first teaching our Lord gave to His disciples was in the Sermon on the Mount. In Luke the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. In answer, He gave them the Lord's Prayer. He then spoke of how they ought to pray and Luke also records what Jesus said of God's Fatherliness and the certainty of an answer. But in between He added the beautiful parable of the friend at midnight to teach them the twofold lesson that God does not only want us to pray for ourselves, but for those who are perishing around us. In such intercession great boldness of entreaty is often necessary and always lawful and pleasing to God. 
The parable is a perfect storehouse of instruction regarding true intercession. It contains the following: 

· the love that seeks to help the needy around us, "a friend .. .is come to me"; 
· the need that gives rise to the cry, "I have nothing to set before him"; 
· the confidence that help is available, "which of you shall have a friend ... and say ... Friend, lend me three loaves"; the unexpected refusal, "I cannot rise and give thee"; 
· the perseverance that takes no refusal, "because of his importunity"; 
· the reward of such prayer, "he will ... give him as much as he needeth. " 

In this we can find a perfect example of the prayer and faith in which God's blessing has so often been sought and found. 
Let us confine ourselves to this chief thought: prayer is an appeal to the friendship of God. If we are God's friends and go as friends to Him, we must prove that we are friends of the needy. God's friendship to us and ours to others go hand in hand. When we go to God as this kind of friend, we may use the utmost liberty in claiming an answer. 
There is a twofold use of prayer: one is to obtain strength and blessing for our own lives; the other is the higher and true glory of prayer for which Christ has taken us into His fellowship and teaching-intercession, the royal power a child of God exercises in heaven on behalf of others and even of the kingdom. We see in Scripture how it was in intercession for others that Abraham and Moses, Samuel and Elijah, and all the holy men of long ago proved that they had power with God and prevailed. It is when we give ourselves to be a blessing to others that we can count on the blessing of God for ourselves. When we go to God as a friend of the poor and the perishing, we can count on His friendliness. The righteous man who is a friend of the poor is a very special friend of God. This gives wonderful liberty in prayer. 
"Lord! I have a needy friend whom I must help. As a friend I have undertaken to help him. In You I have a Friend whose kindness and riches I know to be infinite. I am sure You will give me what I ask. If I am ready to do for my friend whatever I can, even though I am a sinner, I know that You, my heavenly Friend, are ready to do so much more to give me what I ask for." 
Pondering the friendship of God may not seem to reveal anything new about confident prayer after having studied the fatherhood of God. After all, a father is more than a friend. But if we consider it, pleading the friendship of God can open new wonders to us. It is so perfectly natural for a child to obtain what he asks for from his father that we almost call it the father's duty to grant him the request. But with a friend, it is as if the kindness were freer, dependent on sympathy and character rather than on nature. In addition, the relationship of a child to his father is one of perfect 
dependence. Two friends are more nearly on the same level. In teaching us the spiritual mystery of prayer, our Lord would rather have us approach God as those whom He has acknowledged as His friends and whose minds and lives are in sympathy with His. 
But we must be living as His friends. We are still children even when we stray, but friendship depends on our conduct. "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you" (John 15:14). “You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. “(James 2:22-23).The Spirit, the same Spirit, that leads us also bears witness to our acceptance with God (Rom. 8:16). 
In the same way, the same Spirit helps us in prayer. Life as a friend of God gives us the wonderful liberty to say, "I have a friend to whom I can go even at midnight." And how much better it is when I go in the very spirit of friendliness and kindness I look for in God, seeking to help my friend as I want God to help me. When I go to God in prayer, He always looks at the aim of my petition. If it is merely for my own comfort or joy that I seek His grace, I do not receive it. But if I want Him to be glorified in my dispensing His blessings to others, I will not ask in vain. If I ask for others, but want to wait until God has made me so rich that it is no sacrifice or act of faith to aid them, I will not receive an answer. My prayer will be heard if I can say that I have already asked for help for a needy friend. Even though I don't have what I need, I have already begun he work of love, because I know I have a Friend who will help me. We do not know how effective this plea is. When the friendship of earth looks in its need to the friendship of heaven, "He will ... give him as much as he needs. " 
But we do not always get what we ask for all at once. The one way in which man can honour and enjoy his God is through faith. Intercession is part of faith's training school. There our friendship with men and with God is tested. It is seen whether our friendship with the needy is so real that we would sacrifice our rest and go even at midnight to obtain what they needed. Our friendship with God should be so clear that we can depend on Him not to turn us way, therefore continuing to pray until He answers. 
What a deep heavenly mystery persevering prayer is! The God who has promised and who longs to give the blessing holds it back. It is a matter of such deep importance to Him that His friends on earth should know and fully trust their rich Friend in heaven! Because of this, He trains them in the school of delayed answer to find out how their perseverance really does prevail. They can wield mighty power in heaven if they simply set themselves to it! 
There is a faith that sees the promise and embraces it, but does not receive it (Heb. 11:13, 39). When the answer to prayer does not come and the promise we most firmly trust appears to be fruitless, the trial of faith, more precious than gold, takes place. It is in this trial that the faith that has embraced the promise is purified, strengthened, and prepared in personal, holy fellowship with the living God to see His glory. It takes and holds the promise until it has received the fulfilment in living truth of what it had requested from the unseen but living God. 
Each child of God who is seeking to perform the work of love in his Father's service should take courage. The parent with his child, the teacher with his class, the Bible reader with his circle, and the preacher with his congregation all bear the burden of hungry, perishing souls. Let them all take courage. That God should really require persevering prayer is at first very strange to us. But there is a real, spiritual necessity for importunity. To teach it to us, the Master uses this almost strange parable. If the unfriendliness of a selfish earthly friend can be conquered by importunity, imagine how much more it will accomplish with our heavenly Friend! He loves to give us what we ask for, but is held back by our spiritual unfitness, our incapacity to possess what He has to give. Let us thank Him that in delaying His answer He is preparing us to assume our true position with Him and to exercise all our power. He is training us to live with Him in the fellowship of undoubting faith and trust, to be indeed the friends of God. Let us securely hold the threefold cord that cannot be broken: the hungry friend needing the help, the praying friend seeking the help, and the Mighty Friend loving to give us as much help as we need. 
Lord, teach us to pray. 
O my Blessed Lord and Teacher, I must come to You in prayer; Your teaching is so glorious. But it is still too high for me to grasp. I must confess that my heart is too little to take in these thoughts of the wonderful boldness I may use with Your Father as my Friend. Lord Jesus, I trust You to give me Your Spirit with Your Word, and to make the Word quick and powerful in my heart. I desire to claim this promise from Your Word: "because of his importunity he will ... give him as much as he needs.” 
Lord, teach me to know the power of persevering prayer more. I know that in it, the Father allows for the time we need for the inner life to grow and ripen, so that His grace may be made our very own. Through our persevering prayer, He trains us to exercise strong faith that does not let Him go even in the face of seeming disappointment. He wants to give us the wonderful liberty of knowing how truly He has made the dispensing of His gifts dependent on our prayers. Lord, teach me to see all this in spirit and truth! 
Let it be the joy of my life to become the caretaker of my rich Friend in heaven! Let me take care of all the hungry and perishing, even at midnight, because I know my Friend always gives as much as is needed to him who perseveres. Amen. 

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 8: Die mensegroepe van Soedan
Die Soedannese bevolking is saamgestel uit honderde etniese, taal- en kulturele groepe en clans wat bestaan uit ’n geskatte totaal van 2 200 groepe (dit sluit die clans in). Die volgende is ’n lys van 15 van die 36 groepe in Soedan wat uit meer as 100 000 mense bestaan en deur sommige gelowiges beskou word as dié wat die grootste nood aan die evangelie het. Daar is nie onder een van hierdie groepe 'n langtermynuitreik in hulle eie taal nie (nie deur buitelanders of Soedannese gelowiges nie). Hierdie 15 groepe tel gesamentlik moontlik meer as 20 miljoen mense met sover bekend geen gelowiges onder hulle nie. Neem asb. tyd om elke groep se naam in gebed aan die Here op te dra: 1. Daju, 2. Danaagla/Kanuuz, 3. Darfoer-gebied NSA (Noordelike Soedannese Arabiere), 4. Oostelike gebied NSA, 5. Fellata: Fulani-sprekend, 6. Fellata: Hausa-sprekend, 7. Kanuri, 8. Kordofan-gebied NSA, 9. Masalit, 10. Nylgebied NSA, 11. Noordelike gebied NSA, 12. Rashaida,13. Suidoostelike gebied NSA, 14. Wit-Nylgebied NSA, 15. Zaghawa. Bid asseblief ook dat die Bybel binnekort in die Dajutaal vertaal sal word.
Day 9 on Thursday 19 August 2010 - Prayer Provides Labourers 

Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.
Pray the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."
.-Matthew 9:37-38 

The Lord frequently taught His disciples that they must pray and how they should pray. But He seldom told them what to pray. This He left to their sense of need and the leading of the Spirit. But in the above Scripture, He expressly directs them to remember one thing. In view of the abundant harvest and the need for reapers, they must cry to the Lord of the harvest to send labourers. Just as in the parable of the friend at midnight, He wants them to understand that prayer is not to be selfish; it is the power through which blessing can come to others. The Father is Lord of the harvest. When we pray for the Holy Spirit, we must pray for Him to prepare and send labourers for the work. 
Why does He ask His disciples to pray for this? Could He not pray Himself? Would not one prayer of His achieve more than a thousand of theirs? Is God, the Lord of the harvest, not aware of the need? And would He not, in His own good time, send labourers without the disciples' prayers? Such questions lead us into the deepest mysteries of prayer and its power in the kingdom of God. The answer to such questions will convince us that prayer is indeed a power on which the gathering of the harvest and the coming of the kingdom do in very truth depend. 
Prayer is no form or show. The Lord Jesus was Himself the truth; everything He spoke was the truth. It was when He saw the multitude and was moved with compassion on them, because they "were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd" (Matt. 9:36), that He called on the disciples to pray for labourers to be sent to them. He did so because He really believed that their prayers were needed and would help. 
The veil that hides the invisible world from us was wonderfully transparent to the holy human soul of Jesus. He had looked long and deep and far into the hidden connection of cause and effect in the spiritual world. He had marked in God's Word how God called men like Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and Daniel, giving them authority over men in His Name. God also gave these men the authority to call the powers of heaven to their aid as they needed them. Jesus knew that the work of God had been entrusted to these men of old and to Himself for a time here upon earth. Now it was about to pass over into the hands of His disciples. He knew that when they were given responsibility for this work, it would not be a mere matter of form or show. The success of the work would actually depend on them and their faithfulness. 
As a single individual, within the limitations of a human body and a human life, Jesus feels how little a short visit can accomplish among these wandering sheep He sees around Him. He longs for help to have them properly cared for. He therefore tells His disciples to begin to pray. When they have taken over the work from Him on earth, they are to make this one of their chief petitions in prayer: that the Lord of the harvest Himself would send labourers into His harvest. But since He entrusted them with the work and made it to a large extent dependent on them, He gives them authority to apply to Him for labourers and makes the supply dependent on their prayers. 
How little Christians really feel and mourn the need of labourers in the fields of the world, so ripe for the harvest. How little they believe that our labour supply depends on prayer and that prayer will really provide "as much as he needs" (Luke 11:8). The lack of labour is known and discussed. Efforts are sometimes made to supply the need. But how little the burden of the sheep wandering without a Shepherd is really assumed in the faith that the Lord of the harvest will send forth the labourers in answer to prayer. Without this prayer, fields ready for reaping will be left to perish. And yet it is so. The Lord has surrendered His work to His church. He has made Himself dependent on them as His body, through whom His work must be done. The power that the Lord gives His people to exercise in heaven and earth is real; the number of labourers and the measure of the harvest does actually depend on their prayer. 
Why don't we obey the Master's instruction more heartily and cry more earnestly for labourers? There are two reasons. The one is that we miss the compassion of Jesus that gave rise to this request for prayer. Believers must learn to love their neighbours as themselves and to live entirely for God's glory in their relationships with
fellowmen. The Father's first commandment to His redeemed ones is that they accept those who are perishing as the charge entrusted to them by their Lord. Accept them not only as a field of labour, but as the objects of loving care and interest. Soon, compassion toward the hopelessly perishing will touch your heart, and the cry will ascend with a new sincerity. 
The other reason for the neglect of the command is that we believe too little in the power of prayer to bring about definite results. We do not live close enough to God to be capable of the confidence that He will answer. We have not surrendered entirely to His service and kingdom. But our lack of faith will be overcome as we plead for help. Let us pray for a life in union with Christ, so that His compassion streams into us and His Spirit assures us that our prayers are heard. 
Such prayer will obtain a twofold blessing. There will first be a desire for an increase in the number of men entirely given up to the service of God. That there are times when men actually cannot be found for the service of the Master as ministers, missionaries, or teachers of God's Word is a terrible blot upon the church of Christ. As God's children make this a matter of supplication in their own circles or churches, it will be given. The Lord Jesus is now Lord of the harvest. He has been exalted to bestow the gifts of the Spirit. He wants to make gifts of men filled with the Spirit. But His supply and distribution of these gifts depend on the cooperation of the members with Him. Prayer will lead to such cooperation and will stir those praying to believe that they will find the men and the means for the work. 
The other blessing will be equally great. Every believer is a labourer. As God's children, we have been redeemed for service and have our work waiting. It must be our prayers that the Lord would fill all His people with the spirit of devotion, so that no one may be found standing idle in the vineyard. Wherever there is a complaint about the lack of fit helpers for God's work, prayer has the promise of a supply. God is always ready and able to provide. It may take time and importunity, but Christ's command to ask the Lord of the harvest is the pledge that the prayer will be heard. "1 say unto you ... he will rise and give him as much as he needs" (Luke 11:8). 
This power to provide for the needs of the world and secure the servants for God's work has been given to us in prayer. The Lord of the harvest will hear. Christ who taught us to pray this way will support the prayers offered in His name and interest. Let us set apart time and give all of ourselves to this part of our intercessory work. It will lead us into the fellowship of that compassionate heart of His that led Him to call for our prayers. It will give us the insight of our royal position as children of the King whose will counts for something with the great God in the advancement of His kingdom. We will feel that we really are God's fellow workers on earth, that we have earnestly been entrusted with a share in His work. We will become partakers in the work ofthe soul. But we will also share in the satisfaction of the soul as we learn how, in answer to prayer, blessing has been given that otherwise would not have come. 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
Blessed Lord, once again You have given us another wondrous lesson to learn. We humbly ask that you let us see these spiritual realities. There is a large harvest that is perishing as it waits for sleepy disciples to give the signal for labourers to come. Lord, teach us to view it with a heart full of compassion and pity. There are so few labourers, Lord. Show us what terrible sin the lack of prayer and faith is, considering there is a Lord of the harvest so able and ready to send them forth. Show us how He does indeed wait for the prayer to which He has promised an answer. We are the disciples to whom the commission to pray has been given. Lord, show us how You can breathe Your Spirit into us, so that Your compassion and the faith in Your promise will rouse us to unceasing, prevailing prayer. 
o Lord, we cannot understand how You can entrust such work and give such power to men so slothful and unfaithful. We thank You for all those whom You are teaching day and night to cry for labourers to be sent. Lord, breathe Your Spirit into all Your children. Let them learn to live only for the kingdom and glory of their Lord and become fully awake to the faith in what their prayer can accomplish. And let our hearts be filled with the assurance that prayer offered in living faith in the living God will bring certain and abundant answer. Amen.

Ramadan Gebedsfokus
Dag 9: Moslems in Noorweë
Die Moslembevolking in Noorweë word op 150 000 uit ’n bevolking van 4,8 miljoen geskat. Die eerste moskee is in 1974 gebou. Meer as 80 000 Moslems is geregistreerde lede van bykans 100 Moslemgemeentes. Vandag is Noorweë, soos die res van Europa, ’n multi-kulturele samelewing. Die meerderheid Noorweërs is lidmate van die Lutherse Kerk (meer as 80%) maar betreklik min is aktief en baie hang gelowe aan wat nie werklik in ooreenstemming met die Bybel is nie. Volgens een opname het 32% van Noorweërs aangedui dat hulle “glo dat daar ’n god/God is”, terwyl 47% geantwoord het dat hulle “glo dat daar ’n tipe gees of lewensmag is” en 17% "glo nie dat daar enige tipe van gees, god of lewensmag is nie". Sommige kerke bedien Moslemgemeenskappe al jare lank. Bid vir elke Christen en gemeente wat na Moslems uitreik, dat hulle vrymoedig sal wees en dat God se Gees deur hulle sal lewe bring aan Moslems. Bid vir alle Moslem-immigrante, dat hulle gelowiges sal ontmoet waar hulle hulle ook al vestig, en dat die gelowiges hulle aan Christus sal bekend stel. Vra ook vir die Here dat Hy Hom aan die Noorweegse gemeenskap sal openbaar, deur die media en ook deur kerke en gelowiges.
Ons bid ook vir ons Gemeente    
Here ons vra dat U al die toerusting in ons gemeente sal seën (prediking, selgroep Bybelstudie, gebedsblaadjies en kategese) In besonder bid ons dat waar ons die nodige toerusting sal gee om elkeen te help om dissipel van U te word, U die krag om te dien sal gee, die wysheid om te lei, die passie in elkeen sal opwek en dat mense opgewonde sal wees en in alles U verheerlik sal word
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