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Day 24 on Friday 3 September 2010 - The All-Powerful Plea 

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, … If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it…Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. -John 14: 13-14; 15: 16; 16:23-24, 26

Until now the disciples had not asked in the name of Christ, nor had He Himself ever used the expression. Here in His parting words, He repeats the word unceasingly in. connection with those promises of unlimited meaning: "whatsoever," "anything." He wanted to teach them and us that His name is our only, but also our completely sufficient, plea. The power of prayer and its answer depend on the right use of the name. 

What is a person's name? It is a word or expression in which a person is represented to us. When I mention or hear a name, it brings to mind the whole man, what I know of him, and also the impression he has made on me. The name of a king includes his honour, his power, and his kingdom. His name is the symbol of his power. And so each name of God embodies and represents some part of the glory of the Unseen One. The name of Christ is the expression of everything He has done and everything He is and lives to do as our Mediator. 

What does it mean to do a thing in the name of another? It is to come with his power and authority, as his representative and substitute. Using another's name always presupposes a common interest. No one would give another the free use of his name without first being assured that his honour and interests were as safe with that other person as with himself. What does it mean when Jesus gives us power over His name--the free use of it-with the assurance that whatever we ask in it will be given to us? The ordinary comparison of one person giving another, on some special occasion, the liberty to ask something in his name, comes altogether short here. Jesus solemnly gives to all His disciples a general and unlimited power to use His name at all times for everything they desire. He could not do this if He did not know that He could trust us with His interests and that His honour would be safe in our hands. 

The free use of someone else's name is always a token of great confidence and close union. Someone who gives his name to another stands aside to let that person act for him. Someone who takes the name of another gives up his own as of no value. When I go in the name of another, I deny myself. I take not only his name, but himself and what he is, instead of myself and what I am. 

Such use of a person's name may be the result of a legal union. A merchant leaving his home and business gives his chief clerk a general power by which he can withdraw thousands of dollars in the merchant's name. The clerk does this, not for himself, but only in the interests of the business. Because the merchant knows and trusts him as wholly devoted to his interests and business, he dares put his name and property at his clerk's command. 

When the Lord Jesus went to heaven, He left His work-the management of His kingdom on earth-in the hands of His servants. He also gave them His name to draw all the supplies they needed for the due conduct of His business. Christ's servants have the spiritual power to use the name of Jesus only insofar as they yield themselves to live only for the interests and the work of the Master. The use of the name always supposes the surrender of our interests to Him whom we represent. 

Another use of a name may be because of a life union-in the case of the merchant and his clerk, the union is temporary. Oneness of life on earth gives oneness of name: a child has the father's name because he has his life. Often the child of a good father is honoured or helped by others for the sake of the name he bears. But this would not last long if it were found that it was only a name and that the father's character was not present in it. The name and the character or spirit must be in harmony. When such is the case, the child will have a double claim on the father's friends. The character secures and increases the love and esteem extended at first for the name's sake. 

It is the same with Jesus and the believer: we are one; we have one life and one Spirit with Him. For this reason we may proceed in His name. Our power in using that name, whether with God, men, or devils, depends on the measure of our spiritual life union with Christ. Our use of His name rests on the unity of our lives with Him. 

The name and the Spirit of Jesus are one. "Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name" means "in My nature." With God, things are requested according to their nature. Asking in Christ's name doesn't mean that at the end of some request we say, "This I ask in the name of Jesus Christ." It means we are praying according to His nature, which is love that doesn't seek its own will, but only the will of God and the good of all creatures. Such asking is the cry of Christ's own Spirit in our hearts. 

The union that gives power to the use of the name may be the union of love. When a bride whose life has been one of poverty becomes united to the bridegroom, she gives up her own name to be called by his, and has the full right to use it. She purchases in his name, and that name is not refused. This is done because the bridegroom has chosen her for himself, counting on her to care for his interests because they are now one. 

The heavenly Bridegroom does nothing less. Having loved us and made us one with Himself, what can He do but give those who bear His name the right to present it before the Father or to come with it to Himself for all they need? No one really gives himself up to live in the name of Jesus without receiving in ever increasing measure the spiritual capacity to ask for and receive in that name whatever he desires. My bearing of the name of another shows that I have given up my own name and, with it, my own independent life. But just as surely, it shows I have possession of everything belonging to the name I have taken instead of my own. 

The common comparison to a messenger sent to ask in the name of another, or a guilty person using the name of a guardian in his appeal, is defective. We are not praying in the name of someone who is absent. Jesus Himself is with the Father. When we pray to the Father, it must be in Jesus' name. The name represents the person. To ask in His name is to ask in full union of interest, life, and love with Himself, as one who lives in and for Him. 

Let the name of Jesus have undivided supremacy in my heart and life! My faith will grow to the assurance that what I ask for in that name cannot be refused. The name and the power of asking go together. When the name of Jesus has become the power that rules my life, its power in prayer with God will be seen, too. 

Everything depends on my own relationship to the name. The power it has on my life is the power it will have in my prayers. There is more than one expression in Scripture that can make this clear. "Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17) is the counterpart of "ask all" To do all and ask all in His name go together. "We will walk in the name of the LORD our God" (Mic. 4:5) means the power of the name must rule in the whole life. Only then will it have power in prayer. God looks not to our lips, but to our lives to see what the name is to us. When Scripture speaks of "men that have [given] their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus" (Acts 15:26) or of one "ready ... to die ... for the name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 21:13), we see what our relationship to the name must be. When it is everything to me, it will obtain everything for me. If I let it have all I have, it will let me have all it has.
 
"Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do." Jesus means that promise literally. Christians have sought to limit it because it looked too free. It was hardly safe to trust man so unconditionally. They did not understand that the phrase "in my name" is its own safeguard. It is a spiritual power that no one can use further than his living and acting in that name allows. 

As we bear the name before men, we have the power to use it before God. Let us plead for God's Holy Spirit to show us what the name means, and what the right use of it is. It is through the Spirit that the name, which is above every name in heaven (Phil. 2:9), will take the place of supremacy in our hearts and lives, too. Disciples of Jesus, let the lessons of this day go deeply into your hearts. The Master said, "Only pray in my name; whatsoever you ask will be given." Heaven is opened to you! The treasures and powers of the spiritual world are placed at your disposal to help those around you. 

Learn to pray in the name of Jesus. He says to us, as He said to the disciples, "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive" (John 16:24). Let each disciple of Jesus seek to avail himself of the rights of his royal priesthood to use the power placed at his disposal for his work. Let Christians awake and hear this message: your prayers can obtain what would otherwise be withheld! They can accomplish what would otherwise remain undone! Oh, awake, and use the name of Jesus to open the treasures of heaven for this perishing world! 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
Blessed Lord, it seems as if each lesson You give me has such depth of meaning that if I could just learn that one, I would be able to pray properly. Right now I feel as if I only need to pray for one thing: Lord, please teach me what it is to pray in Your name. Teach me to live and act, to walk and speak, to do everything in the name of Jesus, so that my prayer cannot be anything else but in that blessed name, too. 

Lord, teach me to fully grasp the precious promise that whatever I ask in Your name You will do, and the Father will give. I realize that I haven't fully attained, and that I don't completely understand, the wondrous union You mean when You say, "In my name." Let me hold on to the promise until it fills my heart with the undoubting assurance that I can ask for anything in the name of Jesus. 

o my Lord, let the Holy Spirit teach me this! You did describe Him as "the Comforter ... whom the Father will send in my name" (John 14:26). He knows what it is to be sent from heaven in Your name, to reveal and to honour the power of that name in Your servants, and to use that name alone to glorify You. Lord Jesus, let Your Spirit dwell in me and fill me! I yield my whole being to His rule and leading. Your name and Your Spirit are one. Through Him, Your name will be the strength of my life and my prayer. Then I will be able to forsake everything for Your name's sake, speaking to men and to God in Your name, and proving that this, indeed, is the name above every name. 

Lord Jesus, please teach me by Your Holy Spirit to pray in Your name. Amen. 

Gebed vir gemeente:
Here U alleen wil ons verhoog, want U is waardig om die boek te neem en die seëls daarvan oop te maak.  Ons kom aanbid U, Vader, Seun en Heilige Gees, die enigste ware God, die God wat kan lewend maak en wat sonde kan vergewe en die God wat kan genees, die God wat kan herstel en herskep soos geen ander god nie.  Dit is voor U wat ons buig.  Here, dit is van U wat ons verwagting is.  Daarom bid ons dat die Heilige Gees vaardig sal word in ons midde.  Here Jesus, ses maal lees ons in die evangelie van Johannes dat U vir ons sê:  “Wat julle in My naam vra, dit sal Ek vir julle gee.”  Vader, ons vra vandag in die naam van die Here Jesus Christus dat u herlewing sal gee in ons gemeente, onder elke kind van U wat afgedwaal het en in hierdie land, tot aan die uiteindes van die aarde.  Here Jesus ons diepste nood is dat U mense sal aanraak en terugbring na U. Here gee asseblief tye van verkwikking in die UAE en veral onder U kinders wat afgdwaal het Ons vra dit in Jesus se Naam deur die werking van die Heilige Gees.  Amen.
Ramadan Gebedsfokus: Dag 24: Die Kho bevolking van Pakistan
Die normale daaglikse gebed van Islam is rituele oefeninge wat gefokus is op aanbidding en verheerliking van Allah (hulle god). Moslems het egter nie ‘n verwagting om Allah persoonlik te ken of sy stem te hoor nie. Persoonlike gebedsversoeke is wel moontlik in Islam, maar die formele rituele gebede is beslis die belangrikste gebedsaktiwiteite. Om twaalfuur vandag sal duisende van die Kho in Pakistan in die plaaslike Moskees bid. Baie glo dat hulle gebede vir hulle meriete by God sal verkry. Hierdie groep bestaan uit ongeveer 320 000 individue. Daar is sover bekend geen Christene in hierdie volkegroep nie en niemand spesifiek wat na hulle uitreik nie. Die Kho bied skynbaar sterk weerstand teen die evangelie. Die meeste van hulle woon in die hoogliggende bergvalleie waar dit baie moeilik is om te boer as gevolg van die droë, ruwe bergterrein. Die Kho se taal word Khowar genoem.
Gebed: Bid spesifiek vir deurbrake onder die Kho en dat hulle sal begin dink oor vrae soos ‘Kan God met my persoonlik praat?’ Bid dat God ook arbeiders na hierdie moeilike oesland sal stuur vir langtermyn bediening onder die stamme van Noord-Pakistan. Bid vir geopende deure na die Kho en dat die werkers wat daarheen gaan, die guns van die leiers sal verkry sodat hulle die werkers sal toelaat om die evangelie te verkondig.


Day 25 on Saturday 4 September 2010 -The Holy Spirit and Prayer 

In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
- John 16:23-24 
In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. - John 16:26-27 

Praying in the Holy Spirit keep yourselves in the love of God. -Jude 20-21 
The words of John to little children, young men, and fathers suggest the thought that often in the Christian life there are three great stages of experience (1 John 2:12-14). The first, that of the newborn child, is filled with the assurance and the joy of forgiveness. The second, the transition stage of struggle and growth in knowledge and strength, is comparable to young men growing strong. God's Word is doing its work in them and giving them victory over the Evil One. The final stage of maturity and ripeness is that of the fathers, who have entered deeply into the knowledge and fellowship of the Eternal One. 

In Christ's teaching on prayer, three similar stages in prayer life are apparent. The Sermon on the Mount describes the initial stage. All of His teaching is comprised in one word: Father. Pray to your Father; your Father sees, hears, knows, and will reward. How much more than any earthly father He is! Simply be childlike and trustful. 

Then comes something like a transition stage of conflict and conquest. Words like these refer to it: "This kind goes not out but by prayer and fasting" (Matt. 17:21); "Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him?" (Luke 18:7). 

Finally, we have in the parting words a higher stage: the children have become men. They are now the Master's friends, from whom He has no secrets, and to whom He said, "All things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you" (John 15:15). In the frequently repeated "whatsoever ye shall ask," He hands them the keys of the kingdom. Now the time has come for the power of prayer in His name to be proved. 

The contrast between this final stage and the previous preparatory ones is marked most distinctly in the words: "Until now you have asked nothing in my name"; "On that day you shall ask in my name." "On that day" means the day of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The great work Christ was to do on the cross-the mighty power and the complete victory to be manifested in His resurrection and ascension-would allow the glory of God to come down from heaven as never before, to dwell in men. The Spirit of the glorified Jesus was to come and be the life of His disciples. And one of the signs of that wonderful, new flow of the Spirit was to be a power in prayer that was up to that time unknown. Prayer in the name of Jesus-asking for and obtaining everything-is to be the evidence of the reality of the Spirit's indwelling.

The coming of the Holy Spirit indeed began a new epoch in the prayer world. To understand this, we must remember who He is, what His work is, and why His not being given until Jesus was glorified is significant. It is in the Spirit that God exists, for He is Spirit. It is in the Spirit that the Son was begotten of the Father, because in the fellowship of the Spirit, the Father and the Son are one. The Father's prerogative is eternal, continuous giving to the Son. The Son's right and blessedness is to ask and receive eternally. Through the Spirit, this communion of life and love is maintained. This has been true from all eternity.

It is especially true now, when the Son as Mediator lives to pray. The great work that Jesus began on earth of reconciling God and man in His own body, He carries on in heaven. To accomplish this, He took the conflict between God's righteousness and our sin into His own person. On the cross, He ended the struggle once and for all in His own body. Then He ascended to heaven, where He carries out the deliverance He obtained and manifests His victory in each member of His body. This is why He lives to pray. In His unceasing intercession, He places Himself in living fellowship with the unceasing prayer of His redeemed ones. Or rather, it is His unceasing intercession that shows itself in their prayers, giving them a power they never had before. 

He does this through the Holy Spirit. This Spirit of the glorified Jesus was not manifested and could not be until Jesus had been glorified (John 7:39). This gift of the Father was something distinctively new, entirely different from what the Old Testament saints had known. The work that the blood effected in heaven when Christ entered within the veil was totally true and new. The redemption of human nature into fellowship with His resurrection power and His glory was intensely real. The taking up of our humanity through Christ into the life of the triune God was an event of such inconceivable significance that the Holy Spirit was indeed no longer only what He had been in the Old Testament. 

That "the Holy Spirit was not yet ... because that Jesus was not yet glorified" (John 7:39) was literally true. The Holy Spirit had come from Christ's exalted humanity to testify in our hearts of what Christ had accomplished. Just as Jesus, after having come to earth as a man, returned to heaven with power He didn't have before, so the Holy Spirit came to us with a new life that He hadn't had before. He came to us with that new life-as the Spirit of the glorified Jesus. Under the Old Testament He was invoked as the Spirit of God. At Pentecost He descended as the Spirit of the glorified Jesus, bringing down and communicating to us the full fruit and power of the accomplished redemption. 

Christ's continuing intercession maintains the effectiveness and application of His redemption. The Holy Spirit descending from Christ to us draws us up into the great stream of His ascending prayers. The Spirit prays for us without words in the depths of a heart where even thoughts are at times formless. He takes us up into the wonderful flow of the life of the triune God. Through the Spirit, Christ's prayers become ours, and ours are made His. We ask for what we desire, and it is given to us. We then understand from experience, "Until now you have asked nothing in my name .... On that day ye shall ask in my name. " 

What we need in order to pray in the name of Christ - to ask that we may receive that our joy may be full-is the baptism of this Holy Spirit. This is more than the Spirit of God under the Old Testament. This is more than the Spirit of conversion and regeneration the disciples had before Pentecost. This is more than the Spirit with a portion of Christ's influence and power. This is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the glorified Jesus in His exaltation and power, coming to us as the Spirit of the indwelling Jesus, revealing the Son and the Father within us (John 14:16-23). This Spirit cannot simply be the Spirit of our hours of prayer. It must be the Spirit of our whole lives and walks, glorifying Jesus in us by revealing the completeness of His work and making us wholly one with Him and like Him. Then we can pray in His name, because we are truly one with Him. Then we have that immediate access to the Father of which Jesus said, "I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you" (John 16:26). 

Oh, we need to understand and believe that to be filled with the Spirit of the Glorified One is the one need of God's believing people. Then we will be able, "with all prayer and supplication [to be] praying at all seasons in the Spirit" (Eph. 6:18 ASV) and "praying in the Holy Spirit, [to] keep [ourselves] in the love of God." "At that day ye shall ask in my name.” 

Once again, we learn this lesson: what our prayers achieve depends on what we are and what our lives are. Living in the name of Christ is the secret of praying in the name of Christ; living in the Spirit is necessary for praying in the Spirit. Abiding in Christ gives the right and power to ask for what we desire. The extent of our abiding is equivalent to our power in prayer. The Spirit dwelling within us prays, not always in words and thoughts, but in a breathing and a being that is deeper than utterance (Rom. 8:26). There is as much real prayer in us as there is of Christ's Spirit. Let our lives be full of Christ and full of His Spirit, so that the wonderfully unlimited promises to our prayers will no longer appear strange. 
Until now you have asked nothing in my name: ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be full .... In that day you shall ask in my name .... Truly, truly, I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
o my God, in holy awe I bow before You, the Three in One. Again I see how the mystery of prayer is the mystery of the Holy Trinity. I adore the Father who always hears. I adore the Son who lives eternally to pray. And I love the Holy Spirit who comes from the Father and the Son, lifting us up into the fellowship of that blessed, never ceasing asking and receiving. I bow, my God, in adoring worship before the infinite power that, through the Holy Spirit, takes us and our prayers into Your divine life and its fellowship of love. 

o my blessed Lord Jesus, teach me to understand this lesson: the indwelling Spirit streaming from You and uniting us to You is the Spirit of prayer. Teach me how, as an empty, wholly consecrated vessel, to yield myself to His being my life. Teach me to honour Him and to trust Him, as a living Person, to lead my life and my prayer. Teach me especially in prayer to wait in holy silence, giving Him time to breathe His unutterable intercession within me. And teach me that through Him it is possible to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thess. 5:17) and to pray without failing, because He makes me a partaker of the never ceasing and never failing intercession in which You appear before the Father. 

o Lord, fulfil in me Your promise, "At that day you shall ask in my name .... Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it." Amen. 

AUTHOR'S NOTE 
Prayer has often been compared to breathing. We have to carry out the comparison fully to see how wonderful the place is which the Holy Spirit occupies. With every breath, we expel impure air that would soon cause our death and inhale fresh air to which we owe our life. In confession we release our sins, and in prayer we release the needs and desires of our hearts. And we inhale the fresh air of the promises, the love, and the life of God in Christ. We do this through the Holy Spirit, who is the breath of our life. 

He is also the breath of God. The Father breathes Him into us to unite Himself with our lives. Just as every expiration is followed by the inhaling of the next breath, so God inhales His breath, and the Spirit returns to Him laden with the desires and needs of our hearts.
 
Thus the Holy Spirit is the breath of the life of God and the breath of the new life in us. As God breathes Him out, we receive Him in answer to prayer; as we breathe Him back again, He rises to God carrying our petitions. It is though the Holy Spirit that the Father and the Son are one, and that the intercession of the Son reaches the Father. He is our Spirit of prayer. True prayer is the living experience of the, truth of the Holy Trinity. The Spirit's breathing, the Son's intercession, and the Father's will become one in us. 

Gebed vir gemeente: Here Jesus ons bid vanoggend vir restorasie en herstel in ons en ander se lewens. Ons weet Here dat ons maar te dikwels onverskillig staan oor wie ons in U is. Ons is U kinders. U het U Naam tydens ons doop oor ons uitgeroep. U het ons deel van U familie gemaak. Here ons lewe nie met ‘n liefde teenoor U wat ons Vader is nie. Ons lewe nie in liefde teenoor ander nie. Ons is so gevul met selfliefde en eie belange. Here herstel ons asseblief. Here help ons gemeente om in groter toewyding aan U te lewe. 
Vader ons bid vir 18 September se jeugbyeenkoms en vra dat U dit ryklik seën. Mag U Naam in ons Vrydagskole ryklik verheerlik word, U koninkryk in kinderharte oopbreek en U wil vir hulle lewens geskied.

Ramadan Gebedsfokus  Dag 25: Rajshahi, Bangladesh
Bangladesh het in 1971 onafhanklik geword. Die stad Rajshahi het prominensie verkry tydens die Britse besetting en alhoewel dit voorheen hoofsaaklik Hindoe was, is die stad nou 90% Moslem. Rajshahi is ‘n opvoedkundige sentrum vir die land, met meer as tien groot universiteite, kolleges en mediese skole. Die universiteit van Rajshahi alleen het meer as 25 000 studente. Rajshahi is ook ‘n mediese spilpunt vir die land,  met onder andere ‘n Christen-sendinghospitaal. Daar is reeds drie Christelike huisgroepe in die stad met nog meer huisgroepe in die omliggende dorpies.
Gebed: Dank die Here vir hierdie deurbrake. Gaan voort om vir die huisgroepe van gelowiges te bid sodat hulle sal groei in volwassenheid, gehoorsaamheid, en kennis van God se Woord, ook dat toegewyde ouderlinge aangestel sal word wat daartoe verbind is om hulle kuddes te versorg. Party mense het begin om Bybels in 'n Bengali-dialek bekend onder Moslems in die stad te verkoop. Bid dat soekende mense God se Woord sal koop, dit sal lees en verstaan. In die groter Rajshahi distrik, is daar baie soekende mense en jong gelowiges wat sporadies bymekaar kom. Bid dat gelowiges bewus sal word van die noodsaak om gereeld bymekaar te kom om te bid. Bid dat die Here die geestelike gawes van die Heilige Gees wat die kerk nodig het om die werk te doen,  aan die gelowiges sal gee. 


Day 26 on Sunday 5 September 2010 - Christ the Intercessor 

But I have prayed for you, that your  faith fall not.-Luke 22:32 
I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you.- John 16:26 
He ever lives to make Intercession for them.-Hebrews 7:25 

All growth in the spiritual life is connected with clearer insight into what Jesus is to us. The more I realize that Christ must be everything to me and in me, that everything in Christ is indeed for me, the more I learn to live the real life of faith. This life dies to self and lives wholly in Christ. The Christian life is no longer a vain struggle to live right, but a resting in Christ to find strength in Him as life. He helps us fight and gain the victory of faith! 

This is especially true of the life of prayer. It, too, comes under the law of faith alone and is seen in the light of the fullness and completeness there is in Jesus. The believer understands that prayer is no longer a matter of strain or anxious care, but an experience of what Christ will do for him and in him. It is a participation in the life of Christ, which is the same on earth as in heaven, always ascending to the Father as prayer. So he begins to pray. Such a believer not only trusts the merits of Jesus, or His intercession, by which our unworthy prayers are made acceptable, but also trusts in that near and close union through which He prays in us and we in Him. Having Him within us, we abide in Him and He in us through the Holy Spirit perfecting our union with Him, so that we ourselves can come directly to the Father in His name. 

The whole of salvation is Christ Himself. He has given Himself to us. He Himself lives in us. Because He prays, we pray, too. Just like the disciples, when they saw Jesus praying and asked Him to make them partakers of what He knew of prayer, we know that He makes us participate with Himself in the life of prayer. He is now our Intercessor on the throne. 

This comes out quite clearly in the last night of His life. In His High Priestly Prayer (John 17), He shows us how and what He has to pray to the Father and what He will pray when He ascends to heaven. In His parting address he had repeatedly connected His going to the Father with their new life of prayer. The two would be ultimately connected. His entrance on the work of His eternal intercession would be the commencement and the power of their new prayer life in His name. It is the sight of Jesus in His intercession that gives us power to pray in His name. All right and power of prayer is Christ's; He makes us share in His intercession. 

To understand this, think first of His intercession. He lives to intercede. The work of Christ on earth as Priest was just a beginning. As Aaron, who offered the blood sacrifice, Jesus shed His blood. As Melchizedek, He now lives within the veil to continue His work for the power of the eternal life. 

"It is Christ that died, …rather ... who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us" (Rom. 8:34). That intercession is an intense reality-a work that is absolutely necessary-and without which the continued application of redemption cannot take place. Through the incarnation and resurrection of Jesus, the wondrous reconciliation took place, and man became partaker of the divine life and blessedness. 

But the real, personal use of this reconciliation cannot take place without the unceasing exercise of His divine power by the Head in heaven. In all conversion and sanctification, in every victory over sin and the world, there is a real exercise of Christ's power. This exercise takes place only through His prayer: He asks of the Father and receives from the Father. "He is able also to save them to the uttermost ... [because] he ever lives to make intercession" (Heb. 7:25). He receives every need of His people in intercession, extending to them what the Godhead has to give. His mediation on the throne is as real and indispensable as it was on the cross. Nothing takes place without Christ's intercession. It engages all His time and all His power. It is His unceasing occupation at the right hand of the Father. 

We participate, not only in the benefits of His work, but in the work itself. This is because we are His body. The Head and the members are one: "The head [cannot say] to the feet, I have no need of you" (1 Cor. 12:21). We share with Jesus everything He is and has. "The glory which You gave me I have given them" (John 17:22). We are partakers of His life, His righteousness, and His work. We share His intercession, too. He cannot do it without us. 

"Christ ... is our life" (Col. 3:4); "Yet not I, but Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20). The life in Him and in us is identical; it is one and the same. His life in heaven is a life of continuous prayer. When it descends and takes possession of us, it does not lose its character. It becomes a life of continuous prayer in us, too. It is a life that without ceasing asks and receives from God. 

This is not as if there were two separate currents of prayer rising upward-one from Him and one from His people. A substantial life union is also a prayer union. What He prays passes though us, and what we pray passes through Him. He is the angel with the golden censer. "There was given unto him much incense"-the secret of acceptable prayer- "that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar" (Rev. 8:3). We live and abide in Him, the Interceding One.

The Only Begotten is the only One who has the right to pray. To Him alone it was said, "Ask, and it shall be given you" (Matt. 7:7). Just as the fullness for all things dwells in Him, a true fullness in prayer dwells in Him, too. He alone has the power of prayer. Growth of the spiritual life consists of a deeper belief that all treasures are in Him, and that we, too, are in Him. We receive each moment what we possess in Him. Prayer life is the same. Our faith in the intercession of Jesus must not only be in His praying for us when we do not or cannot pray. As the Author of our lives and our faith, He draws us to pray in unison with Him. Our prayers must be a work of faith in the sense that as we know that Jesus communicates His whole life in us, He also breathes our praying into us. 

To many a believer, it was a new epoch in his spiritual life when it was revealed to him how truly and entirely Christ was his life, standing responsible for his remaining faithful and obedient. It was then that he really began to live a life of faith. No less blessed will be the discovery that Christ is responsible for our prayer lives, too. As the centre and embodiment of all prayer, it is communicated by Him through the Holy Spirit to His people. 

"He ever lives to make intercession" as the Head of the Body. He is the Leader in that new and living way that He has opened up as the Author and the Perfecter of our faith (Heb. 12:2). He provides everything for the life of His redeemed ones by giving His own life in them. He cares for their lives of prayer by taking them up into His heavenly prayer life, giving and maintaining His prayer life within them. "I have prayed for thee," not to render thy faith needless, but "that your faith fail not. " Our faith and prayer of faith is rooted in His. If we pray with and in the eternal Intercessor, abiding in Him, then we can "ask what [we] will, and it shall be done unto [us]" (John 15:7). 

The thought of our fellowship in the intercession of Jesus reminds us of what He has taught us more than once before. All these wonderful prayer promises have the glory of God, in the manifestation of His kingdom and the salvation of sinners, as their aim. As long as we pray chiefly for ourselves, the promises of the last night must remain a sealed book to us. The promises are given to the fruit-bearing branches of the Vine, to disciples sent into the world to live for perishing men as the Father sent Him, to His faithful servants and intimate friends who take up the work He leaves behind. Like their Lord, they have become seed corn, losing their lives to multiply them. (See John 12:24.) 

Let us each find out what our work is and which souls are entrusted to our special prayers. Let us make our intercession for them our lives of fellowship with God. We will not only discover the truth to the promises of power in prayer. We will begin to realize how our abiding in Christ and His abiding in us makes us share in His own joy of blessing and saving men. 

Oh, most wonderful intercession of our Blessed Lord Jesus! We not only owe everything to that intercession, but in it we are taken up as active partners and fellow workers! Now we understand what it is to pray in the name of Jesus, and why it has such power. To pray in His name, in His Spirit, in Himself, and in perfect union with Him is the active and effective intercession of Christ Jesus. When will we ever be wholly taken up into it? 

Lord, teach us to pray! 
Blessed Lord, in lowly adoration I again bow before You. All of Your work of redemption has now passed into prayer. You are completely occupied with praying, to maintain and dispense what You purchased with Your blood. You live to pray. And because we abide in You, we have direct access to the Father. Our lives can be lives of unceasing prayer, and the answers to our prayers are certain. 

Blessed Lord, You have invited Your people to be Your fellow workers in a life of prayer. You have united Yourself with Your people. As Your Body, they share the ministry of intercession with You. Only through this ministry can the world be filled with the fruit of Your redemption and the glory of the Father. With more liberty than ever I come to You, my Lord, and plead with You to teach me to pray. Your life is prayer; Your life is mine. Lord, teach me to pray in You and like You. 
And, 0 my Lord, let me know, just as You promised Your disciples, that You are in the Father, I am in You, and You are in me. Let the uniting power of the Holy Spirit make my whole life an abiding in You and in Your intercession. May my prayer be its echo, so that the Father hears me in You and You in me. Lord Jesus, in everything, let Your mind be in me! In everything, let my life be in You! In this way, I will be prepared to be the channel through which Your intercession pours its blessing on the world. Amen. 

Gebed vir gemeente: Dit is U wat ons aanbid, Here.  Dit is aan U wat ons erkenning gee, dat U die hoogste posisie in die heelal het.  Dit is voor U wat ons ons lewens wil kom neerlê.  Dit is by U wat ons wil kom hoor: “ Here, wat is die volgende tree in ons lewens?” en dit is tot U wat ons bid en vra: “Here, kom ASSEBLIEF in ONS stukkende en 'n gebroke wêreld om te kom werk.  Ons wil vra dat U in U reddende krag sal kom.  Dit is tot U wat ons bid en elke afgedwaalde voor U bring en vra: “Here, wees genadig en bekeer hierdie mense, ruk hulle soos stukke brandhout uit die vuur uit.  Maak 'n nuwe passie wakker in Christene se harte regoor ons gemeente en UAE om tot U te roep soos nog nooit vantevore nie.  Ons pleit dat U sal kom werk en dat U weer orde sal bring in lewens, dat mense Jesus sal sien, Hom as die gekruisigde, die opgestane Een wat hulle met God versoen.  Daarvoor bid ons, Here.  Ons bid dat U u Gees op ons gemeente sal uitstort, ons deur die Heilige Gees sal bekragtig, ons leiers, elke lidmaat, die kinders, die jongmense, dat ons vol van die krag van die Heilige Gees die werk van U sal doen.  Dit bid ons in Jesus Naam en ons verwagting is van die Here, deur die kragtige werking van die Heilige Gees.  

Ramadan Gebedsfokus Dag 26: Om ‘n bruid te vind in Kirghistan
Kirghistan het ‘n buitengewone sosiale probleem ten opsigte van die huwelik. Omtrent 40% van die bruide word eenvoudig ontvoer en dan gedwing om te trou. Dit is ‘n stamgewoonte wat oor baie geslagte strek. In die meeste gevalle stem die jong bruide nie in tot die ontvoering nie. Party stem in om moeilikheid te vermy, ander besluit werklik om hulle “noodlot” maar te aanvaar, Hulle gesinne word dan ontbied en die huwelik vind plaas. Baie van hulle bly by hulle nuwe man, maar ander probeer om te ontsnap en enkeles pleeg selfs selfmoord.
Gebed: Bid dat die Here Hom aan hierdie jongmeisies sal openbaar as ‘n getroue Vader en vir die Kirghistani-mense om tot ‘n werklike hartsverandering op hierdie gebied te kom. Bid dat die jongmeisies wat aan trauma en fisiese misbruik onderwerp is weer gesond sal word. Bid dat jong mans en meisies Jesus Christus as hulle Verlosser sal ontmoet en hulle lewens aan Hom sal oorgee. Bid vir emosionele genesing en vir die erkenning van die vrou se menswaardigheid. 
Gebedsfokus op the Nag van krag (Lailat Ul Qadr)
Moslems glo dat die Koran gedurende hierdie nag aan die profeet Mohammed geopenbaar is. Omdat dit dan so ‘n spesiale nag was, wy Moslems, wat ekstra guns wil verwerf, die nag daaraan om Allah óf in privaatheid, óf in die moskee saam met ander Moslems te aanbid. Daar is ook sommige Moslems wat in die laaste 10 dae van die Ramadaan by die moskee gaan bly om verder voordeel te trek uit Allah se seëninge. Maar God is besig om te werk: baie Moslems het tot bekering gekom deur visioene en drome van die Here Jesus Christus wat hulle besoek het. Laat ons spesiaal vannag bid, dat baie Moslems ‘n persoonlike ontmoeting met die Here Jesus sal beleef. Bid dat God ons Vader Homself as die Vader van die Moslems sal openbaar. “Vader” is nie een van die 99 name van Allah nie.



Day 27 on Monday 6 September 2010 - Christ, the High Priest 

Father, I will that they also, whom You have given me, be with me where I am.-John 17:24 

In His parting address, Jesus gives His disciples the full revelation of what the new life was to be when the kingdom of God had come in power. They were to find their calling and their blessedness in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, in union with Jesus, the Heavenly Vine, and in their witnessing and suffering for Him. As He described their future life, the Lord had repeatedly given the most unlimited promises as to the power their prayers might have.

Now in closing, He Himself proceeds to pray. To let His disciples have the joy of knowing what His intercession for them in heaven as their High Priest will be, He gives them this precious legacy of His prayer to the Father. He does this because, as priests, they are to share in His work of intercession, and they must know how to perform this holy work. 

In the teaching of our Lord on this last night, found in John 17, we recognize that these astonishing prayer promises have not been given for our benefit, but in the interest of the Lord and His kingdom. Only from the Lord Himself can we learn what prayer in His name is to be and what it can obtain. To pray in His name is to pray in perfect unity with Himself. The High Priestly Prayer will teach everyone that prayer in the name of Jesus may ask for and expect everything. This prayer is ordinarily divided into three parts. Our Lord first prayed for Himself (vv. 1-5), then for His disciples (vv. 6-19), and last for all the believing people of all ages (vv. 20-26). The follower of Jesus who gives himself to the work of intercession, and who would like to know how much of a blessing he can pray down upon his circle in the name of Jesus, should in all humility let himself be led of the Spirit to study this wonderful prayer as one of the most important lessons of the school of prayer. 

First of all, Jesus prayed for Himself, for His being glorified, so that He may glorify the Father. "Father! Glorify Your Son. And now, Father, glorify Me." (See verse 1.) He presented reasons for His praying this way. A holy covenant was concluded between the Father and the Son in heaven. The Father promised Him power over all flesh as the reward for His work. Now Jesus had done the work, He had glorified the Father, and His one purpose was to further glorify Him. With the utmost boldness He asked the Father to glorify Him, so that He would now be and do for His people everything He has undertaken. 

Disciple of Jesus, here you have the first lesson in your work of priestly intercession, to be learned from the example of your Great High Priest. To pray in the name of Jesus is to pray in unity and in sympathy with Him. The Son began His prayer by clarifying His relationship to the Father, speaking of His work and obedience and his desire to see the Father glorified. You should pray like this. Draw near to the Father in Christ. Plead His finished work. Say .hat you are one with it, that you trust it, and live in it. Say that 'ou, too, have given yourself to finish the work the Father has given you to do and to live alone for His glory. Then ask confidently that the Son may be glorified in you. 

This is praying in the name, in the very words, and in the Spirit of Jesus, in union with Jesus Himself. Such prayer has lower. If with Jesus you glorify the Father, the Father will glorify Jesus by doing what you ask in His name. It is only when your own personal relationship, like Christ's, is clear with God - when you are glorifying Him and seeking everything for His glory - that, like Christ, you will have power to intercede for those round you. 

Our Lord next prayed for the circle of His disciples. He spoke of them as those whom the Father has given Him. Their distinguishing characteristic was that they have received Christ's Word. He said He was now sending them into the world in His place, just s the Father had sent Him. He asked two things for them: that the Father would keep them from the Evil One and that He would sanctify them through His Word. 

Just like the Lord, each believing intercessor has his own immediate circle for whom he prays first. 

Parents have their children, teachers their pupils, pastors their flocks, and all believers have those whose care lies on their hearts. It is of great consequence that intercession should be personal, pointed, and definite. Our first prayer must always be that they receive the Word.

But this prayer will not work unless we say to the Lord, "I have given them Your Word." This gives us liberty and power in intercession for souls. Don't just pray for them, but speak to them. When they have received the Word, pray for their being kept from the Evil One and for their being sanctified through that Word. Instead of being hopeless or judging, or giving up on those who fall, let us pray, "Father, keep them in Your name! Sanctify them through Your truth!" Prayer in the name of Jesus accomplishes much: "What ye will ... shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). 

Next our Lord prayed for a still wider circle. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word" (John 17:20). His priestly heart enlarged itself to embrace all places and all time. He prayed that everyone who belongs to Him may everywhere be one, as God's proof to the world of the divinity of His mission. He then prayed that they may always be with Him in His glory. Until then, He asked, "That the love wherewith thou last loved me may be in them, and I in them" (v. 26). 

The disciple of Jesus who has first proved the power of prayer in his own circle cannot confine himself within its limits. He then prayed for the universal church and its different branches. He prayed especially for the unity of the Spirit and of love. He prayed for its being one in Christ, as a witness to the world that Christ, who has made love triumph over selfishness and separation, is indeed the Son of God sent from heaven. Every believer ought to pray that the unity of the Church, not in external organizations, but in spirit and in truth, is manifested. 

Jesus said, "Father, I will" or "I desire." Based on His right as Son, the Father's promise to Him, and His finished work, He could do so. The Father had said to Him, "Ask of me, and I shall give thee" (Ps. 2:8). He simply availed Himself of the Father's promise. Jesus has given us a similar promise: "what ye will ... shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). He asks me in His name to say what I will, what I desire. Abiding in Him, in a living union with Him in which man is nothing and Christ is everything, the believer has the liberty to take up that word of his High Priest. In answer to the question, "What wilt thou?" (Matt. 20:21; Mark 10:51; Luke 18:41) to say, '''Father, I will' all that You have promised." 

This is nothing but true faith. It honours God that I have such confidence in saying that what I desire is indeed acceptable to Him. At first sight, our hearts shrink from the expression. We feel neither the liberty nor the power to speak in such a manner. But grace will most assuredly be given to each one who loses his will in his Lord's. Whoever gives up his will entirely will find it again renewed and strengthened with a divine strength.

"Father, I will." This is the keynote of the everlasting, ever active, all-powerful intercession of our Lord in heaven. It is only in union with Him that our prayers are effective and accomplish much. If we abide in Him, living, walking, and doing all things in His name; if we take each separate petition, tested and touched by His Word and Spirit, and cast it into the mighty stream of intercession that goes up from Him to be presented before the Father; then we will have the full confidence that we receive what we ask for. The cry "Father, I will" will be breathed into us by the Spirit Himself. We will lose ourselves in Him and become nothing, finding that in our impotence we have power to succeed. 

Disciples of Jesus, you are called to be like your Lord in His priestly intercession! When will we awaken to the glory of our destiny to pray to God for perishing men and be answered? When will we shake off the sloth that clothes itself in the pretence of humility and yield ourselves wholly to God's Spirit that He might fill our wills with light and power to know, to take, and to possess everything that our God is waiting to give? 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
O my Blessed High Priest, who am I that You should invite me to share Your power of intercession? And why, O my Lord, am I so slow of heart to understand, believe, and exercise this wonderful privilege to which You have redeemed Your people? O Lord, give me Your grace that my life's work may become praying without ceasing, to draw down the blessing of heaven on all my surroundings on earth. 

Blessed Lord, I come now to accept my calling, for which I will give up everything and follow You. Into Your hands I will believingly yield my whole being. Form, train, and inspire me to be one of Your prayer force, those who watch and strive in prayer, who have power and victory. Take possession of my heart, and fill it with the desire to glorify God in the gathering, sanctification, and union of those whom the Father has given You. Take my mind, and give me wisdom to know when prayer can bring a blessing. Take me wholly and prepare me as You would a priest to stand always before God and to bless His name. 

Blessed Lord, now and through all my spiritual life, let me want everything for You and nothing for myself. Let it be my experience that the person who has and asks for nothing for himself receives everything, including the wonderful grace of sharing Your everlasting ministry of intercession. Amen.

Gebed vir gemeente: Vader ons bid vanoggend dat U herlewing sal stuur in ons gemeente en onder elke kind wat van U weggedwaal het. Ons vra Here dat U in ons gemeente ‘n werklike passie vir die verlorenes sal wakker maak, dat U ons sal toerus en gebruik om ander te bereik.  Ons bid in besonder dat ons ‘n Luk 4:18 en 19 gemeenskap sal word wat sal doen en bely wat U gedoen en bely het: "Die Gees van die Here is op My omdat Hy My gesalf het om die evangelie aan armes te verkondig. Hy het My gestuur om vrylating vir gevangenes uit te roep en herstel van gesig vir blindes, om onderdruktes in vryheid uit te stuur, om die genadejaar van die Here aan te kondig."
Vader ons bid ons Selgroep Toerusting en Familie Byeenkoms op 25 September 2010   en vra dat U die beplanning en die voorbereidings in U wysheid  sal lei
Gebed vir Ds Gert en Thailand Uitreik: Gedurende die tweede week in November 2010 is ek betrokke by uitreik ‘n na Thailandaar waar ek saam met Johann Snyman van Free To Serve die leiers van die gemeentes aldaar rondom gebed gaan toerus. Huidiglik is dit myself en twee van ons gemeentelede Simone en Shaun wat die uitreik gaan doen. Daar is miskien nog een person wat sal saamgaan. Onderstaande is die program vir die week en ek vra aseblief jou  voorbidding in hierdie saak aangesien alles in Engels is en via twee tolke getolk moet word.
1. Mon 8 Nov –Team Arrive in ChiangRai via Bangkok 
1. Tue   9 Nov – Day of Orientation – Johann & David to facilitate to Dubai Team 
1. Wed 10 Nov -12   – Gert presents “Prayer-Seminar” - 08:30 – 13:00  &  15:00-17:00  - David to Contextualize in Evening Program 
1. Sat 13 Nov    -  Team visit Burma Children’s Home morning and/or Thai Children’s Home afternoon 
1. Sun 14 Nov  -  Gert preach in Kane’s village & visit Golden Triangle at SiangSan 
1. Mon 15  - Team Depart – ChiangRai to Bangkok to Dubai
Bid dat die Here ons in Sy wysheid deur die Gees sal lei met die voorbereidings en beplanning.
Bid ook dat ons die nodige fondse sal vind om die hele uit reik te kan befonds. Die totale uitreik volgens Johann Snyman beloop R65,000 .( Dit sluit nie ons groepie van 4 se reiskoste in nie.) Ons bid ook dat die Here die aanbieding van die material sal gebruik om ander tot seën te wees.

Ramadan Gebedsfokus Dag 27: Moslems in Korea
Gedurende die Koreaanse Oorlog van 1950 is die VN  troepe na Korea gestuur om te veg teen die Noord-Koreaanse kommuniste. As deel van die oorlogspoging het Turkye ‘n battaljon soldate na Korea gestuur. Dit was die begin van moderne kontak tussen Koreane en Moslems. Twee Turkse Imams het gekom en die Moslemgeloof aan oorlogsmoeë Koreane gepropageer. Dit word gesê dat daar nou meer as 35 000 etniese Koreaanse Moslems is sedert  die eerste twee Koreane Moslems geword het in 1955. Vandag is daar oor die hele land meer as 10 moskees en 40 gebedsentrums.  
Gebed: As gevolg van die negatiewe impak van verskillende insidente waarby Koreane in Afghanistan en elders betrokke was, het weerstand en vrees vir die Moslems en Islam, in die harte van sommige gelowige Koreane gekom. Bid dat Christengelowiges hulle vrees sal oorkom, en maniere sal vind om die evangelie met Moslems te deel en dat blywende verhoudings met ander plaaslike  gelowiges tot stand sal kom. Bid dat Koreaanse gelowiges ‘n hernude visie en begeerte sal kry om na die Moslems uit te reik. 


Day 28 on Tuesday 7 September 2010 - Christ, the Sacrifice

And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible for You; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what You will. - Mark 1 4: 36 

What a contrast within the space of a few hours! What a transition from the quiet elevation of "[lifting] up his eyes to heaven, and [saying]. .. Father, I will" (John 17:1, 24) to falling on the ground and crying in agony, "My Father! 'not what I will." In the one we see the High Priest within the veil in His all powerful intercession; in the other, the sacrifice on the altar opening the way through the rent veil. The High Priestly "Father, I will" (v. 24) precedes the sacrificial "Father ... not what I will," but his was only to show what the intercession would be once the sacrifice was brought. The prayer before the throne, "Father, I will," had its origin and its power in the prayer at the altar, "Father ... not what I will." From the entire surrender of His will in Gethsemane, the High Priest on the throne has the power to ask what He will and the right to make His people share that power, asking what they will. 

For everyone who wants to learn to pray in the school of Jesus, this Gethsemane lesson is one of the most sacred and precious. To a superficial scholar, it may appear to take away the courage to pray in faith. If even the earnest supplication of the Son was not heard, if even He had to say "Not what I will," how much more we must need to say it! Thus it appears impossible that the promises that the Lord had given only a few hours previously, "Whatsoever ye shall ask" (John 14:13) and "What ye will" (John 15:7), could have been meant literally. 

A deeper insight into the meaning of Gethsemane would teach IS the sure way to the assurance of an answer to our prayers. Gaze in reverent and adoring wonder on this great sight: God's Son praying through His tears and not obtaining what He asks. He Himself is our Teacher and will open up to us the mystery of His holy sacrifice, as revealed in this wondrous prayer.
 
To understand the prayer, let us note the infinite difference between what our Lord prayed earlier as royal High Priest and what He here prayed in His weakness. There He prayed to glorify the Father and to glorify Himself and His people as the fulfilment of distinct promises that had been given to Him. He asked what He knew would be according to the Word and the will of the Father. He could boldly say, "Father, I will" (John 17:24). 

Here, He prayed for something in regard to which the Father's will is not yet clear to Him. As far as He knew, it was the Father's will that He should drink the cup. He had told His disciples of the cup He must drink. A little later He would again say, "The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?" (John 18:11). It was for this He had come to this earth. But in the unutterable agony of soul that gripped Him as the power of darkness overcame Him, He began to taste the first drops of death-the wrath of God against sin. His human nature, as it shuddered in the presence of the awful reality of being made a curse, gave utterance in this cry of anguish. Its desire was that, if God's purpose could be accomplished without it, He might be spared the awful cup: "Let this cup pass from me" (Matt. 26:39). That desire was the evidence of the intense reality of His humanity. 

The "not as I will" (v. 39) kept that desire from being sinful. He pleadingly cries, "All things are possible unto thee, " and returns again to still more earnest prayer that the cup may be removed. "Not what I will," repeated three times, constitutes the very essence and worth of His sacrifice. He had asked for something of which He could not say, "I know it is Your will." He had pleaded God's power and love and had then withdrawn his plea in His final, "Thy will be done" (v. 42). The prayer that the cup should pass away could not be answered. The prayer of submission that God's will be done was heard and gloriously answered in His victory first over the fear, and then over the power of death. 

In this denial of His will, this complete surrender of His will to the will of the Father, Christ's obedience reached its highest perfection. From the sacrifice of the will in Gethsemane, the sacrifice of the life on Calvary derives its value. It is here, as Scripture says, that He learned obedience and became the Author of everlasting salvation to everyone who obeys Him. Because in that prayer He "became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:8), God exalted Him highly and gave Him the power to ask what He will (Phil. 2:8-9). It was in that "Father ... not what I will," that He obtained the power for the "Father, I will" (John 17:24). By Christ's submittal in Gethsemane, He secured for His people the right to say to them, "Ask what ye will" (John 15:7). 

Let us look at the deep mysteries that Gethsemane offers. First, the Father offers His Well-Beloved the cup of wrath. Second, the Son, who is always so obedient, shrinks back and implores that He may not have to drink it. Third, the Father does not grant the Son His request, but still gives the cup. And last, the Son yields His will, is content that His will is not done, and goes out to Calvary to drink the cup. O Gethsemane! In you I see how my Lord could give me such unlimited assurance of an answer to my prayers. He won it for me by His consent to have His petition unanswered.

This is in harmony with the whole scheme of redemption. Our Lord always wins for us the opposite of what He suffered. He was bound so that we could go free. He was made sin so that we could become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21). He died so that we could live. He bore God's curse so that God's blessing would be ours. He endured God's not answering His prayer, so that our prayers could find an answer. He said, "Not what I will," so that He could say to us, "If ye abide in me ... ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). 

"If ye abide in me": here in Gethsemane the word acquired new force and depth. Christ is our Head, who stands in our place and bears what we would otherwise have had to bear forever. We deserved that God should turn a deaf ear to us and never listen to our cries. Christ came and suffered for us. He suffered what we had merited. For our sins, He suffered beneath the burden of that unanswered prayer. But now His suffering succeeds for me. What He has borne is taken away from me. His merit has won for me the answer to every prayer, if I abide in Him.
 
Yes, in Him, as He bows there in Gethsemane, I must abide. As my Head, He not only once suffered for me, but He always lives in me, breathing and working His own nature in me. The Spirit through which He offered Himself to God is the Spirit that dwells in me, too. He makes me a partaker of the very same obedience and the sacrifice of the will to God. That Spirit teaches me to yield my will entirely to the will of the Father, to give it up even unto death. He teaches me to distrust whatever is of my own mind, thought, and will, even though it may not be directly sinful. He opens my ear to wait in great gentleness and teachableness of soul for what the Father day by day has to speak and to teach. He shows me how union with God's will-and the love of it-is union with God Himself. Entire surrender to God's will is the Father's claim, the Son's example, and the true blessedness of the soul. 

The Spirit leads my will into the fellowship of Christ's death and resurrection. My will dies in Him and in Him is made alive again. He breathes into it a holy insight into God's perfect will, a holy joy in yielding itself to be an instrument of that will, and a holy liberty and power to lay hold of God's will to answer prayer. With my whole will, I learn to live for the interests of God and His kingdom and to exercise the power of that will-crucified but risen again-in nature and in prayer, on earth and in heaven, with men and with God. 

The more deeply I enter into the "Father ... not what I will" of Gethsemane, and into Him who said it, the fuller is my spiritual access to the power of His "Father, I will" (John 17:24). The soul experiences that the will has become nothing in order that God's will may be everything. It is now inspired with a divine strength to really will what God wills and to claim what has been promised to it in the name of Christ. 

Listen to Christ in Gethsemane as He calls, "If ye abide in me ... ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). Be of one mind and spirit with Him in His giving up everything to God's will; live like Him in obedience and surrender to the Father. This is abiding in Him-the secret of power in prayer. 

Lord, teach us to pray 
Blessed Lord Jesus, Gethsemane was the school where You learned to pray and to obey. It is still Your school, where You lead all Your disciples who wish to learn to obey and to pray just like You. Lord, teach me there to pray in the faith that You have atoned for and conquered our self-will and can indeed give us grace to pray like you. 

o Lamb of God, I want to follow You to Gethsemane! There I want to become one with You and abide in You, as You to the very death yield Your will to the Father. With You, through You, and in You, I yield my will in absolute and entire surrender to the will of the Father. Conscious of my own weakness and the secret power with which self-will would assert itself and again take its place on the throne, I claim in faith the power of Your victory. You have triumphed over it and delivered me from it. In Your death, I will daily live. In Your life, I will daily die. Abiding in You, may my will, through the power of Your eternal Spirit, become a finely tuned instrument that yields to every touch of the will of my God. With my whole soul, I say with You and in You. "Father ... not as I will, but as thou wilt" (Matt. 26:39). 

Blessed Lord, open my heart, and the hearts of all Your people, to fully take in the glory of the truth: that a will given up to God is a will God accepts for use in His service, to desire, determine, and will what is according to God's will. Let mine be a will that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, exercises its royal prerogative in prayer. Let it loose and bind in heaven and on earth, asking whatever it chooses, and saying it will be done. Amen. O Lord Jesus, teach me to pray. 

Gebed vir gemeente:
O Gees van God maak ons nederig en gevul met liefde en besorgdheid vir die redding van ander.

Voorbidding word gevra vir die volgende sake:
1. Doelgerigte geestelike groei in gemeente en gemeenskap
1. Doelgerigte werking van die Heilige Gees in harte
1. Doelgerigte fokus op God
1. Doelgerigte toewyding van al die gelwoiges in die UAE
1. Doelgerigte gemeenskap met die Vader, Seun en Heilige Gees
1. Doelgerigte voorbidders
1. God se heilige teenwoordigheid in menselewens
1. God se verheerliding

Ramadan Gebedsfokus Dag 28: Die Sabah en Sarawak van Oos-Maleisië
Daar is ongeveer 3 387 880 Sabah. Die groter Moslem bevolking, bestaande uit verskillende etniese groepe, is die gevolg van ‘n instroming van onwettige immigrante en vlugtelinge van Indonesië en die Suidelike Fillipyne. Alhoewel die Maleiers ‘n minderheidsgroep in Sarawak is (2 176 800) is daar baie Melanau, een van Sarawak se groter minderheidsgroepe, wat hoë posisies in die staatsdepartemente beklee. Te midde van die meerderheid Moslem bevolking bestaan daar een van die lewendigste en vinnig groeiende gemeenskappe van gelowiges in Suidoos-Asië. In die 2000 sensus in Sarawak, het 43% van die bevolking aangedui dat hulle Christene is en baie van die inheemse stamme het in Christus begin glo. Deurbrake onder die Maleiers kan ‘n noemenswaardige impak hê op die groter Maleisiese bevoling van die Maleise Skiereiland. 
Gebed: Bid dat meer gelowiges doelbewus sal uitreik na hulle Moslembure en medewerkers. Bid vir die vestiging van kultureel-relevante, inheemse geloofsgemeenskappe in elke Moslem gemeenskap. Bid vir deurbrake onder die Maleiers en dat hulle oop en ontvanklik sal wees vir die getuienis van Jesus Christus  en  geestelik sal groei.

Day 29 on Wednesday 8 September 2010 - Our Boldness in Prayer 

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that if we ask any thing according to his will, he hears us: and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.-1 John 5: 14-15 

One of the greatest hindrances to believing prayer is undoubtedly this: many don't know if what they ask is according to the will of God. As long as they are in doubt on this point, they cannot have the boldness to ask in the assurance that they will certainly receive. They soon begin to think that once they have made known their requests and receive no answer, it is best to leave it to God to do "according to his good pleasure" (Eph. 1:9). The words of John, "If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us," as they understand them, make certainty as to an answer to prayer impossible, because they cannot be sure of what the will of God really may be. They think of God's will as His hidden counsel: how can man fathom the purpose of a God who is wise in all things?
 
This is the very opposite of John's purpose in writing this. He wanted to stir boldness and confidence in us, until we had the full assurance of faith in prayer. He said that we should have the boldness to say to the Father that we know we are asking according to His will, and we know that He hears us. With such boldness, He will hear us no matter what we ask for, as long as it is according to His will. In faith, we should know that we have the answer. And even as we are praying, we should be able to receive what we have asked.

John supposed that when we pray, we first find out if our prayers are according to the will of God. They may be according to God's will, and yet not be answered at once, or without the persevering prayer of faith. It is to give us courage to persevere and to be strong in faith that He tells us we can have boldness or confidence hears us. It is evident that if we are uncertain whether our petitions are according to His will, we cannot have the comfort of His promise, "We know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 

But this is just the difficulty. More than one believer says, "I do not know if what I desire is according to the will of God. God's will is the purpose of His infinite wisdom. It is impossible for me to know whether He considers something else better for me than what I desire. He may have reasons for withholding what I asked." Everyone should understand that with such thoughts the prayer of faith becomes an impossibility. There may still be a prayer of submission or of trust in God's wisdom. But there cannot be a prayer of faith. 

The great mistake here is that God's children do not really believe that it is possible to know God's will. Or if they believe this, they do not take the time and trouble to find it out. What we need is to see clearly how the Father leads His waiting, teachable child to know that his petition is according to His will. Through God's holy Word-taken up and kept in the heart, the life, and the will-and through God's Holy Spirit-accepted in His dwelling and leading - we will learn to know that our petitions are according to His will. 

First, let us consider the Word. There is a secret will of God, with which we often fear that our prayers may be at variance. But this is not the will of God that we should be concerned with in our prayers. His will as revealed in His Word should be our concern. Our notions of a secret will that makes decrees, rendering the answers to our prayers impossible, are erroneous. Childlike faith in what He is willing to do for His children simply accepts the Father's assurance that it is His will to hear prayer and to do what faith in His Word desires and accepts. In the Word, the Father has revealed in general promises the great principles of His will with His people. The child has to take the promise and apply it to the special circumstances in His life to which it has reference. Whatever he asks within the limits of that revealed will, he may confidently expect, knowing it to be according to the will of God. 

In His Word, God has given us the revelation of His will. He shows us His plans for us, His people, and for the world. With the most precious promises of grace and power, He carries out these :>lans through His people. As faith becomes strong and bold enough ;0 claim the fulfilment of the general promise in the special case, they are according to God's will. Take the words of John in the verse following our text as an illustration: "If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and [God] shall give him life" (1 John 5:16). This is the general promise. The believer who pleads on the grounds of this promise, prays according to the will of God, and John wants him to feel the boldness to know that he has the petition for which he asks
 
God's will is something spiritual and must be spiritually discerned. It is not a matter of logic that we can argue about. Not every Christian has the same gift or calling. While the general will revealed in the promises is the same for everyone, each person has a specific, individual role to fulfill in God's purpose. The wisdom of the saints is in knowing this specific will of God according to the measure of grace given us, and to ask in prayer just what God has prepared and made possible for each. The Holy Spirit dwells in us to communicate this wisdom. The personal application of the general promises of the Word to our specific personal needs is given to us by the leading of the Holy Spirit.
 
It is this union of the teaching of the Word and the Spirit that many do not understand. This causes a twofold difficulty in knowing what God's will may be. Some seek the will of God in an inner feeling or conviction and expect the Spirit to lead them without the Word. Others seek it in the Word, without the living leading of the Holy Spirit. The two must be united. Only in the Word and in the Spirit can we know the will of God and learn to pray according to it. In the heart, the Word and Spirit must meet. Only by indwelling can we experience their teaching. The Word must abide in us; our heart and life must be under its influence daily. 

The quickening of the Word by the Spirit comes from within, not from without. Only he who yields himself entirely, in his whole life, to the supremacy of the Word and the will of God can expect to discern what that Word and will permit him to ask boldly in specific cases. The same is true of the Spirit. If I desire His leading in prayer to assure me what God's will is, my whole life must be yielded to that leading. Only in this way can mind and heart become spiritual and capable of knowing God's holy will. He who through Word and Spirit lives in the will of God by doing it will know to pray according to that will in the confidence that He hears. 

If Christians could only see what incalculable harm they do themselves by thinking that because their prayers are possibly not according to God’s will, they must be content without answers. God's Word tells us that the great reason for unanswered prayers is that we do not pray right: "Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss" (James 4:3). In not granting an answer, the Father tells us that there is something wrong in our praying. He wants us to discover it and confess it, and so to teach us true believing and effective prayer. He can only attain this object when He brings us to the place where we see that we are to blame for the withholding of the answer. Our aims, our faith, or our lives are not what they should be. God is frustrated as long as we are content to say: "Perhaps it is because my prayer is not according to His will that He does not hear me." 
Oh, let us no longer throw the blame for Our unanswered prayers on the secret will of God, but on our own faulty praying! Let that word, "Ye ... receive not, because ye ask amiss," be a lantern of the Lord, searching heart and life to prove that we are indeed those to whom Christ gave His promises of certain answers! Let us believe that we can know if our prayers are according to God's will! Let us yield our hearts to the indwelling of the Word of the Father, to have Christ's Word abiding in us. We should live day by day with the anointing that teaches all things. If we yield ourselves unreservedly to the Holy Spirit as He teaches us to abide in Christ and to dwell in the Father's presence, we will soon understand how the Father's love longs for the child to know His will. In the confidence that His will includes everything His power and love have promised to do, we should know, too, that He hears all of our prayers. "This is the confidence that we have ... that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us." 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
Blessed Master, with my whole heart I thank You for the blessed lesson that the path to a life full of answers to prayer is through the will of God. Lord, teach me to know this blessed will by living it, loving it, and always doing it. In this way, I will learn to offer prayers according to that will. In their harmony with God's blessed will, I will find boldness in prayer and confidence in accepting the answer. 
Father, it is Your will that Your child should enjoy Your presence and blessing. It is Your will that everything in Your child's life should be in accordance with Your will and that the Holy Spirit should work this in him. It is Your will that Your child should live in the daily experience of distinct answers to prayer, in order to enjoy living and direct fellowship with You. It is Your will that Your name should be glorified in and through Your children, and that it will be in those who trust You. O my Father, let this will of Yours be my confidence in everything I ask. 

Blessed Saviour, teach me to believe in the glory of this will. That will is the eternal love that, with divine power, works out its purpose in each human will that yields itself to it. Lord, teach me this! You can make me see how every promise and every command of the Word is indeed the will of God, and that its fulfilment is given to me by God Himself. Let His will become the sure rock on which my prayer and my assurance of an answer always rest. Amen. 
AUTHOR'S NOTE 
There is often great confusion as to the will of God. People think that what God wills must inevitably take place. This is by no means the case. God wills a great deal of blessings to His people that never come to them. He wills it most earnestly, but they do not will it. Hence, it cannot come to them. This is the great mystery of man's creation with a free will and the renewal of his will in redemption. God has made the execution of His will dependent on the will of man. God's will as revealed in His promises will be fulfilled as much as our faith allows. Prayer is the power by which something comes to pass that otherwise would not have taken place. And faith is the power that determines how much of God's will is done in us. Once God reveals to a soul what He is willing to do for it, the responsibility for the execution of that will rests with us. 

Some are afraid that this is putting too much power into the hands of man. But all power is put into the hands of man through Christ Jesus. (See Luke 10:19.) The key to all prayer and all power is His. When we learn to understand that He is just as much one with us as with the Father, we see how natural, right, and safe it is that such power is given. Christ the Son has the right to ask whatever He chooses. Through our abiding in Him and His abiding in us, His Spirit breathes in us what He wants to ask and obtain through us. We pray in His name. The prayers are as much ours as they are His. 

Others fear that to believe that prayer has such power limits the liberty and the love of God. Oh, if we only knew how we are limiting His liberty and His love by not allowing Him to act in the only way in which He chooses to act, now that He has taken us up nto fellowship with Himself! Our prayers are like pipes, through which water is carried from a large mountain stream to a town some distance away. Such water pipes don't make the water willing to flow down from the hills, nor do they give it its power of blessing and refreshment. This is its very nature. All they do is to determine its direction.
 
In the same way, the very nature of God is to love and to bless. His love longs to come down to us with its quickening and refreshing streams. But He has left it to prayer to say where the blessing is channelled. He has committed it to His believing people to bring the living water to the desert places. The will of God to bless is dependent on the will of man to say where the blessing goes.

Gebed vir gemeente
Here Jesus dankie vir mense wat bid. Dankie dat U mense deur gebed inskakel om vir herlewing te mag bid. Here ek bely vanoggend my biddeloosheid en pleit dat U my ‘n gebedshart sal gee om voortdurend sonder ophou te bid vir mense in vasgelooptheid. Asseblief Here. Maak my ‘n bidder.
In besonder bring ek voor U die volgende sake vir ons gemeente. Ek bid vir:
1. Eenheid in gemeente
1. Onderlinge liefde
1. Goeie onderlinge verhoudings
1. Betrokkenheid in die gemeente
1. Verandering van lewens
1. Verandering van gesindhede
1. Verandering van persepsies
1. Bereiking van ongereddes asook van kerklos en kerklose mense

Ramadan Gebedsfokus Dag 29: Brittanje
Daar woon vandag ongeveer 2.4 miljoen Moslems in Brittanje. Gebeure in die afgelope jare het dit baie moeilik gemaak vir Christene om goeie verhoudings met hulle Moslem bure op te bou. Kulturele misverstande en die isolering van Moslem gemeenskappe maak dit ‘n uitdaging vir Britse Christene om te weet waar om te begin met die uitreiking na Moslems. 
Gebed: Bid dat Britse Christene nie die Moslems sal vrees nie. Bid dat ware vriendskappe oor die kultuurgrense tussen Christene en Moslems sal ontwikkel en dat werklike liefde die verhoudings tussen Christene en Moslems sal kenmerk. Bid dat die kerk ‘n vriendelike plek vir nuwe Moslem immigrante en ander vervreemde Moslems sal wees, en dat programme wat  hulle ondersteun die liefde van Christus sal demonstreer. Bid vir geopende deure en kreatiewe maniere om die Moslems te bereik. 





Day 30 on Thursday 9 September 2010 - The Ministry of Intercession 

A holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. -1 Peter 2: 5 
You shall be named the Priests of the LORD. - Isaiah 61 :6 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me" (Isa. 61:1); these are the words of 
Jesus. As the fruit of His work, all redeemed ones are priests-fellow partakers with Him of His anointing with the Spirit as High Priest. This anointing is "like the precious ointment ... upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments" (Ps. 133:2). Like every son of Aaron, every member of Jesus' body has a right to the priesthood. But not everyone exercises it. Many are still entirely ignorant of it. And yet it is the highest privilege of a child of God, the mark of greatest nearness and likeness to Him who "ever lives to [pray]" (Heb. 7:25). Do you doubt this? Think of what constitutes priesthood.

There is, first, the work of the priesthood. This has two sides: one Godward, the other manward. "Every high priest ... is ordained for men in things pertaining to God" (Heb. 5:1), or as it is said by Moses, "The LORD separated the tribe of Levi ... to stand before the LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name" (Deut. 10:8). (See also Deuteronomy 21:5 and 33:10; Malachi 2:6.) On the one hand, the priest had the power to draw nigh to God, to dwell with Him in His house, and to present Him with the blood of the sacrifice or the burning incense. This work he did not do, however, on his own behalf, but for the sake of the people whose representative he was. This is the other side of his work. He received people's sacrifices, presented them to God, and then came out to bless in His name, giving the assurance of His favor and teaching them His law. 

A priest is thus a man who does not live for himself. He lives with God and for God. His work as God's servant is to care for His house, His honour, and His worship, making known to men His love and His will. He lives with men and for men (Heb. 5:2). His work is to find out their sins and needs, bring these before God, offer sacrifice and incense in their names, obtain forgiveness and blessing for them, and then to come out and bless them in His name.
 
This is the high calling of every believer. They have been redeemed with the one purpose of being God's priests in the midst of the perishing millions around them. In conformity to Jesus, the Great High Priest, they are to be the ministers and stewards of the grace of God. 

Secondly, there is the walk of the priesthood, in harmony with its work. As God is holy, so the priest was to be especially holy. This means not only separated from everything unclean, but holy unto God-being set apart and given up to God for His use. Separation from the world and being given up to God were indicated in many ways. 

It was seen in the clothing. The holy garments, made according to God's own orders, marked the priests as His. (See Exodus 28.) It was seen in the command as to their special purity and freedom from all contact with death and defilement. Much that was allowed to an ordinary Israelite was forbidden to them. Priests could have no bodily defects or blemishes. Bodily perfection was to be the model of wholeness and holiness in God's service. The priestly tribes were to have no inheritance with the other tribes. God was to be their inheritance. Their lives were to be ones of faith-set apart unto God-they were to live on Him as well as for Him. All this is symbolic of what the character of the New Testament priest is to be. Our priestly power with God depends on our personal life and walk. Jesus must be able to say of our walk on earth, "[They] have not defiled their garments" (Rev. 3:4). 

In our separation from the world, we must prove that our desire to be holy to the Lord is wholehearted and entire. The bodily perfection of the priest must have its counterpart in our also being without spot or blemish (Eph. 5:27; 1 Pet. 1:19). We must be "the man of God ... perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:17). "Perfect and entire, wanting nothing" (James 1:4). (See also Leviticus 21:17-21 and Ephesians 5:27.) Above all, we must consent to give up all inheritance on earth. We must forsake everything and-like Christ-have need only of God and keep everything for Him alone. This marks the true priest, the man who only lives for God and his fellowmen.

Thirdly, there is the way to the priesthood. God had chosen all of Aaron's sons to be priests. Each of them was a priest by birth. Yet he could not begin his work without a special act of ordinance-his consecration. Every child of God is a priest by right of his birth-his blood relationship to the Great High Priest. But he can exercise his power only as he accepts and realizes his consecration. 

With Aaron and his sons it took place in the following way, according to Exodus 29: after being washed and clothed, they were anointed with the holy oil. Sacrifices were then offered, and the right ear, the right hand, and the right foot were touched with the blood. They and their garments were then sprinkled with the blood and the oil together. In the same way, as the blood and the Spirit work more fully in the child of God, the power of the holy priesthood will also work in him. The blood will take away all sense of unworthiness; the Spirit will take away all sense of unfitness. 

Notice what was new in the application of the blood to the priest. If he had ever as a penitent sought forgiveness by bringing a sacrifice for his sin, the blood was sprinkled on the altar, but not on his person. But now, for priestly consecration, there was to be closer contact with the blood. The ear, hand, and foot were by a special act brought under its power, and the whole being sanctified for God. When the believer is led to seek full priestly access to God, he feels the need of a fuller and more enduring experience of the power of the blood. Where he had previously been content to have the blood sprinkled only on the mercy seat as what he needed for pardon, he now needs a more personal sprinkling and cleansing of his heart from an evil conscience. Through this, he has "no more conscience of sins" (Heb. 10:2); he is cleansed from all sin. As he gets to enjoy this, his consciousness is awakened to his wonderful right of intimate access to God and of the full assurance that his intercessions are acceptable. 

As the blood gives the right, the Spirit gives the power for believing intercession. He breathes into us the priestly spirit and a burning love for God's honour and the saving of souls. He makes us one with Jesus to the extent that prayer in His name is a reality. The more the Christian is truly filled with the Spirit of Christ, the more spontaneous will be his giving himself up to the life of priestly intercession. 

Beloved fellow Christians, God needs priests who can draw close to Him, live in His presence, and by their intercession draw down the blessings of His grace on others. And the world needs priests who will bear the burden of the perishing ones and intercede on their behalf. 

Are you willing to offer yourself for this holy work? You know the surrender it demands-nothing less than the Christlike giving up of everything, so that the salvation of God's love may be accomplished among men. Don't be one of those who are content with being saved, just doing enough work to keep themselves warm and lively! Let nothing keep you back from giving yourselves to be wholly and only priests of the Most High God! 

The thought of unworthiness or of unfitness need not keep you back. In the blood, the objective power of the perfect redemption works in you. In the Spirit, the full, subjective, personal experience of a divine life is secured. The blood provides an infinite worthiness to make your prayers acceptable. The Spirit provides a divine fitness, teaching you to pray exactly according to the will of God. 

Every priest knew that when he presented a sacrifice according to the law of the sanctuary, it was accepted. Under the covering of the blood and the Spirit, you have the assurance that all the wonderful promises of prayer in the name of Jesus will be fulfilled in you. Abiding in union with the Great High Priest, "ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). You will have power to pray the effective prayer of the righteous man that accomplishes a great deal (James 5:16). You will not only join in the general prayer of the church for the world, but be able in your own sphere to take up your own special work in prayer. As priests, you will work on a personal basis with God to receive and know the answer, and so to bless in His name. 

Come, brother, come! Be a priest, only a priest, and all priest! 
Walk before the Lord in the full consciousness that you have been set apart for the holy ministry of intercession. This is the true blessedness of conformity to the image of God's Son. 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
O my blessed High Priest, accept the consecration in which my soul responds to Your message! I believe in the holy priesthood of Your saints. I believe that I am a priest, having the power to appear before the Father in prayer that will bring down many blessings on the perishing souls around me. I believe in the power of Your precious blood to cleanse me from all sin. It gives me perfect confidence in God and brings me near to Him in the full assurance of faith that my intercession will be heard. 

I believe in the anointing of the Spirit. It comes down to me daily from You, my Great High Priest, to sanctify me. It fills me with the consciousness of my priestly calling and with the love of souls. It also teaches me what is according to God's will and how to pray the prayer of faith.
 
I believe that just as You are in all things in my life, You are in my prayer life, drawing me up into the fellowship of Your wondrous work of intercession. 

In this faith, I yield myself today to my God as one of His 
anointed priests. I stand before Him to intercede on behalf of sinners, and then return to bless them in His name. 

Holy Lord Jesus, accept and seal my consecration! Lay Your hands on me and consecrate me Yourself to this holy work. Let me walk among men with the consciousness and the character of a priest of the Most High God. 

And to Him who loved us - who washed us from our sins in His own blood, and who made us kings and priests before God, His Father - to Him be glory and power forever! Amen. 

Gebed vir die gemeente
Onveranderlike Here Jesus, ons bid dat U alle gelowiges sal aanraak met ‘n nuwe begeerte om te bid. Leer ons om in gebed te waak en te worstel oor ons gesinne, gemeentes, stede en land. Gee ons ‘n nuwe krag en ywer in gebed. Vandag kom bid ons
1. dat die lofprysing by alle geleenthede (veral ook Vrydag eredienste) uit die hart sal kom en dat ons in lofprysing U met ons hele wese sal loof en prys. 
1. dat die boodskappe wat uitgaan vanaf die prediking, sal lewe en gestalte kry in lidmate se lewens.
1. dat die gemeente se fokus altyd op God en Sy Koninkryk sal wees.
1. dat die Visie van die gemeente waar sal word, naamlik: “Meer en meer soos Jesus in karakter en krag. Die karakter en die krag van die liefde.” 
1. dat mense mekaar sal aanspoor om ander saam te neem op hierdie pad. 
1. Dat herlewing sal plaasvind onder U afgedwaalde kinders
1. Dat die gemeenskap van gelowiges sterker sal groei
1. Dat elke omgeegroep-, gebedsgroep en ander groepbyeenkoms kragtig sal bid vir herlewing
1. Dat die leierskap in die gemeente kontsant by U voete sal bly en by U hoor wat volgende moet gebeur
1. Die die verskillende bedieninge van die gemeente ander sal bereik wat afgedwaal het
1. Vir sterk geestelike invloed in die gemeenskap en omgewing
1. Vir getuienisse tot eer van God 
1. Vir die uitbreiding van die Koninkryk van God

Ramadan Gebedsfokus: Dag 30: Werkers in die sendingveld
Ramadaan eindig vandag. Baie sendelinge is die afgelope maande gedeporteer of huis toe gestuur omdat vervolging in verskillende nasies toegeneem het. In sommige gevalle moes sendelinge weeshuise wat hulle vir langer as 10 jaar bedien het, agterlaat en die kinders agterlaat met geen ander heenkome en met geen waarborg dat hulle mekaar ooit weer sal sien nie. Nou meer as ooit, sal inheemse gelowiges die evangelie onder hulle eie mense moet versprei omdat dit te moeilik geword het vir buitelanders om in hierdie lande te werk.
Gebed: Dra die sendelinge wat uit die lande verban is, gedeporteer is, of gevra is om die Moslemlande waar hulle gedien het, te verlaat aan die Here op. Bid vir hulle om God se stem te hoor oor hoe hulle hulle werk moet voortsit, wanneer en hoe om terug te keer na daardie lande en hoe om die mense te help wat hulle moes agtergelaat. Bid ook vir dié wat die gebedsmateriaal voorberei, vir inisiatiewe soos die boekie om Moslems te help om na Christus te kom. Bid voortdurend dat God se beskerming, versterking en aanmoediging op sendelinge sal rus, sodat hulle in staat sal wees om aan te hou en om die werk wat God vir hulle gegee het, te kan voltooi. Bid dat nuwe deure in ander nasies sal oopgaan sodat hulle kan voortgaan met hulle werk. Bid veral ook dat God self die Vader van die  weeskinders wat agtergelaat is,  sal wees.



Day 31 on Friday 10 September 2010 - A Life of Prayer 

Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks. - 1 Thessalonians 5: 1 6-1 8 

Our Lord told the parable of the widow and the unjust judge to teach us that men ought to pray without ceasing. The widow persevered in seeking one definite thing. The parable appears to refer to persevering in prayer for some special blessing, when God delays or appears to refuse. The Epistles, which speak of continuing in prayer, watching for the answer, and praying always in the Spirit, appear to refer to something different - the whole life being one of prayer. As the soul longs for the manifestation of God's glory to us, in us, through us, and around us, the inmost life of the soul is continually rising upward in dependence, faith, longing desire, and trustful expectation. 

What is needed to live such a life of prayer? The first thing is undoubtedly an entire sacrifice of one's life to God's kingdom and glory. If you try to pray without ceasing because you want to be very pious and good, you will never succeed. Yielding ourselves to live for God and His honour enlarges the heart and teaches us to regard everything in the light of God and His will. We instinctively recognize in everything around us the need for God's help and blessing, and an opportunity for His being glorified.
 
Everything is weighed and tested by the one thing that fills the heart: the glory of God. The soul has learned that only what is of God can really glorify Him. Through the heart and soul, the whole life becomes a looking up, a crying from the inmost heart, for God to prove His power and love and reveal His glory. The believer awakes to the consciousness that he is one of the watchmen on Zion's walls, whose call really does touch and move the King in heaven to do what would otherwise not be done. He understands how real Paul's exhortations were: "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit ... for all saints; and for me" (Eph.6:18-19) and "Continue in prayer ... withal praying also for us" (Col. 4:2-3). To forget oneself-to live for God and His kingdom among men-is the way to learn to pray without ceasing. 

This life devoted to God must be accompanied by the deep confidence that our prayers are effective. In His prayer lessons, our Blessed Lord insisted on faith in the Father as a God who most certainly does what we ask. "Ask, and ye shall receive" (John 16:24). To count confidently on an answer is the beginning and the end of His teaching. (Compare Matthew 7:8 and John 16:24.) 

As we gain the assurance that our prayers are effective and that God does what we ask, we dare not neglect the use of this wonderful power. Our souls should turn wholly to God, and our lives should become prayer. The Lord needs and takes time, because we and everyone around us are creatures of time, subject to the law of growth. But know that not one single prayer of faith can possibly be lost, and that sometimes there is a necessity for accumulating prayer. Know that persevering prayer pleases God. Prayer becomes the quiet, persistent living of our lives of desire and faith in the presence of our God. 

Don't limit such free and sure promises of the living God with your reasoning any longer! Don't rob them of their power, and ourselves of the wonderful confidence they are meant to inspire! The hindrance is not in God, not in His secret will, and not in the limitations of His promises. It is in us. We are not what we should be to obtain the promise. Open your whole heart to God's words of promise in all their simplicity and truth! They will search us and humble us. They will lift us up and make us glad and strong. To the faith that knows it gets what it asks for, prayer is not a work or a burden, but a joy and a triumph. It becomes a necessity and a second nature. 

This union of strong desire and firm confidence is nothing but the life of the Holy Spirit within us. The Holy Spirit dwells in us, hides Himself in the depths of our being, and stirs our desires for the unseen and the divine-God Himself. It is always the Holy Spirit who draws out the heart to thirst for God and to long for His being recognized and glorified. Sometimes He speaks through us in groanings that cannot be uttered (Rom. 8:26), sometimes in clear and conscious assurance, sometimes in distinct petitions for the deeper revelation of Christ to ourselves, and sometimes in pleas for a soul, a work, the church, or the world. Where the child of God really lives and walks in the Spirit-where he is not content to remain carnal, but tries to be a fit, spiritual organ for the Divine Spirit to reveal the life of Christ and Christ Himself - there the never ceasing life of intercession of the Blessed Son must reveal and repeat itself. Because it is the Spirit of Christ who prays in us, our prayers must be heard. Because it is we who pray in the Spirit, there is need of time, patience, and continual renewing of the prayer until every obstacle is conquered, and the harmony between God's Spirit and ours is perfect.
 
The chief thing we need for a life of unceasing prayer is to know that Jesus teaches us to pray. We have begun to understand a little of what His teaching is. It isn't the communication of new thoughts or views, the discovery of failure or error, or the arousal of desire and faith, however important all this may be. Jesus' teaching takes us up into the fellowship of His own prayer life before the Father. This is how Jesus really teaches. It was the sight of Jesus praying that made the disciples ask to be taught to pray. The faith of Jesus' continuous prayer truly teaches us to pray. 

We know why: He who prays is our Head and our life. All He has is ours and is given to us when we give ourselves completely to Him. By His blood, He leads us into the immediate presence of God. The inner sanctuary is our home; we live there. Living so close to God and knowing we have been taken there to bless those who are far away, we cannot help but pray. 

Christ makes us partakers with Himself of His prayer power and prayer life. Our true aim must not be to work a great deal and pray just enough to keep the work right. We should pray a great deal and then work enough for the power and blessing obtained in prayer to find its way through us to men. Christ lives to pray eternally; He saves and reigns. He communicates His prayer life to us and maintains it in us if we trust Him. He is responsible for our praying without ceasing. Christ teaches us to pray by showing us how He does it, by doing it in us, and by leading us to do it in Him and like Him. Christ is everything-the life and the strength-for a never ceasing prayer life. Seeing Christ's continuous praying as our example enables us to pray without ceasing. Because His priesthood is the power of an endless life-that resurrection life that never fades and never fails-and because His life is our life, praying without ceasing can become the joy of heaven here on earth. The apostle said, “Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks." Supported by never ceasing joy and never ceasing praise, never ceasing prayer is the manifestation of the power of the eternal life where Jesus always prays.
 
The union between the Vine and the branch is indeed a prayer union. The highest conformity to Christ-the most blessed participation in the glory of His heavenly life-is that we take part in His work of intercession. He and we live forever to pray. In union with Him, praying without ceasing becomes a possibility-a reality, the holiest and most blessed part of our holy and blessed fellowship with God. We abide within the veil in the presence of the Father. What the Father says, we do. What the Son asks, the Father does. Praying without ceasing is the earthly manifestation of heaven, a foretaste of the life where they rest neither day nor night in their song of worship and adoration. 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
O my Father, with my whole heart I praise You for this wondrous life of continuous prayer, continuous fellowship, continuous answers, and continuous oneness with Him who lives to pray forever! Oh, my God, keep me abiding and walking in the presence of Your glory, so that prayer may be the spontaneous' expression of my life with You. 

Blessed Saviour, with my whole heart I praise You for coming from heaven to share my needs and my pleas, so that I could share Your all-powerful intercession. Thank You for taking me into Your school of prayer, teaching me the blessedness and the power of a life that is totally comprised of prayer. And most of all, thank You for taking me up into the fellowship of Your life of intercession. Now through me, too, Your blessings can be dispensed to those around me. 

Holy Spirit, with deep reverence I thank You for Your work in me. Through You I am lifted up into communication with the Son and the Father, entering the fellowship of the life and love of the Holy Trinity. 

Spirit of God, perfect Your work in me! Bring me into perfect union with Christ, my Intercessor! Let Your unceasing indwelling make my life one of unceasing intercession. And let my life unceasingly glorify the Father and bless those around me. Amen.

Gebed vir gemeente: Here Jesus laat my ‘n gebedslas ervaar vir die nood van ander. Gee asseblief dat die Afrikaanse Gemeente UAE ‘n ware lig in in die Emirate sal wees en dat daar ‘n nuwe en kragtige beweging van die Heilige Gees in ons gemeente sal vloei. Ek bid dat ons Jesus teenoor mekaar sal leef en dat lidmate se lewens ook gedurende die week by die werk, gesin en skool sal getuig van ‘n persoonlike verhouding met Jesus. Mag ons gemeentelede mekaar, met gebreke en verskille, onvoorwaardelik aanvaar. Here Jesus ek bid ook vir al die ander Christen kerke in die Emirate en vra dat ons ware ligdraers sal wees van U liefde, genade en trou. Ek bid vir Suid Afrikaners se herlewing. Kom Skepper Gees en laat herlewing uitbreek soos in die tyd van Andrew Murray.
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